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Fire Chief Irate Over The Real Vermette Auto Body!!!! 


Council’s Failure To 
Pass Platform Truck 

by Hope E. Murray 

Municipal Writer 

Fire Chief David Pisano today expressed disap- 
pointement and dismay over Town Council’s April 
17th rejection of a new aerial platform truck for the 
Agawam Fire Department, saying he believes the 
request will be back on the council agenda shortly. 

The Council defeated a resolution to approve a 
$750,000 loan for the purchase of an aerial platform 
truck for the Fire Department April 17 with a vote of 5- 
2 in favor of the loan. 

The resolution did not pass because eight votes 
are required to approve this item. Four Council mem¬ 
bers, President Gina Lettelier, John Negrucci, Richard 
Morassi and George Bitzas, were unable to attend the 
meeting. 

Councilors Dennis Perry and Robert Rossi voted 
against the proposed loan. 

Pisano told us, “This is so disappointing. Two 
months went into putting together an informational 
packet for the council and I was at the April 17th 
meeting for two hours answering their questions. It 
seems it only took five minutes for the union repre¬ 
sentatives to kill the whole project.” 



LAST WEEK, WE RAN A SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS on the new facility under construction for Vermette Auto 
Body of Agawam. We ran a nice story' on Vermette and took a photo of the new building (pictured above), located 
on Garden Street in Feeding Hills (across from the entrance to the Springfield Turnverein) and adjacent to the 
Route 57 onramp). A computer glitch, however, failed to run the photo and instead printed out a portion of the 
Vermette Auto Body display ad that runs each week in our Sports Pages. We thank Don Vertmette, owner and 
operator of Vermette Auto Body, for being such a good sport about our error. We have reprinted his Spotlight On 
Business again this week and took another photo as well. It just goes to show you, no matter how advanced your 


graphics arts software may be, errors still happen. 


SEE FIRE CHIEF- Page 2 

Professionals 
Find New Careers 
In Teaching 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

School systems across the country all share a sim¬ 
ilar, serious problem: a dwindling supply of teacher 
candidates to fill positions vacated by teachers who 
leave their jobs because of retirement or resignation. 

A public meeting is scheduled at the Agawam 
Junior High School in the cafeteria for May 14th, to 
begin at 7:00 p.m. 

The purpose of the meeting will be to present infor¬ 
mation and to answer questions about options rela¬ 
tive to entering the teaching field. Interested individu¬ 
als are asked to call Ann Phillips, executive secretary 
to the Agawam Superintendent of Schools, at 821- 
0552. 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Frank Ameruoso 
told us, "As superintendent, I intend to be very proac¬ 
tive in recruiting teachers. I plan to come up with 
some creative incentives to attract new teachers to 
Agawam to live here and teach here. One group we 
want to attract are the mid-career people.” 

Linda Darling Hammond, a noted educational 
researcher, wrote in 1996, “Two-million new teachers 
will be needed in the United States by the year 2005.” 

SEE TEACHERS - Page 40 



Easter Bunny Hops Over To Stepanik’s 


STEPAN. 


FARM 


ON SATURDAY, APRIL 14TH, the Easter Bunny spent the day greeting customers at Richard 
Stepanik Farms on Shoemaker Lane. From left: Daniel & Jimmy Williamson, the Easter 
Bunny, and Richard Stepanik, owner and operator. (Related photo in “Spotlight On Business.”) 

Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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FIRE CHIEF - from Page 1 

Pisano added, "I will be more than willing to do 
whatever it takes to bring this to fruition. I don’t think 
the union realized the whole project would be 
scrapped. They got more than they bargained for." 

According to him, the issue over staffing is an 
administrative function of the Mayor and the fire chief. 
“ I did not realize the union is in charge of the Fire 
Department instead of the chief,” he further stated. 

Several Agawam firefighters spoke against the res¬ 
olution, saying they were not against the addition of 
the truck, but that additional manpower was needed 
in order to safely operate the equipment. 

The platform would replace the ladder truck the 
department operates now, which is more than 30 
years old. The platform, which is nearly 45 feet long 
and eight feet wide, would make rescues easier and 
safer for both firefighters and citizens, said Pisano. 

However, fire personnel argued that safety was not 
considered carefully when the resolution was made. 

Both Perry and Rossi cited that as the main reason 
they would not support the resolution. 

Rossi stated that he would not be comfortable 
attaching his name to something “that has a very 
clear and present danger that these firefighters have 
attached to this.” 

“I really can’t support this if it’s going to jeopardize 
the safety of the guys who are protecting us in our 
community,” said Perry. 

Pisano said April 2 that one firefighter could man 
the apparatus and assess the situation, and then 
additional firefighters would be called to the scene if 
necessary. The additional firefighters could include 
those manning the ambulance station in Feeding 
Hills, said Pisano. 
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Firefighters argued that this would not work 
because currently the department operates with a 
nine person minimum, and many of them are occu¬ 
pied by ambulance calls the majority of the day. 

According to Firefighter Karl Schmaelzle, when the 
ambulance is on a call it’s gone for about 90 minutes. 
Last month, he said, there were 247 calls, which aver¬ 
ages out to 12 hours per day that the ambulance and 
the personnel manning it, are out on calls. 

“While I agree that we need to replace the ladder, 
it should not be replaced at a cost of safety to fire¬ 
fighters and the citizens of Agawam,” said Firefighter 
Don Wells. “The chief believes we only need one per¬ 
son to man the truck, but every other city around has 
at least two people.” 

Firefighter Vincent Pietroniro agreed. 

“This apparatus must be staffed by a minimum of 
two firefighters to ensure firefighter safety and public 
safety," he said. 

Councilor Jill Simpson said the firefighters’ argu¬ 
ments gave her something to think about, but did not 
affect the issue at hand. 

“I’m a little bit perplexed,” Mrs. Simpson said. “I’m 
completely in favor of the new apparatus. My concern 
is the that the staffing issue has to go through our 
budget process. At this point staffing is not on our 
agenda. Right now we’re voting on this truck and I’m 
definitely in favor of the truck and will continue to vote 
for the truck.” 

Councilor Robert Magovern expressed similar feel¬ 
ings, as did Councilor Anthony C. Bonavita. 

“I think they’ve raised some valid issues,” he said. 
But that decision must be made in another forum.” 

Perry argued that the council should use its author¬ 
ity to support additional manpower. 

“It’s an issue that’s long overdue,” he added. 
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Carriers’ Annual 
Food Drive Slated 
For May 12th 

The Letter Carriers' Annual Food Drive will be held 
on Saturday, May 12th, according to Fred Harpin, Jr., 
chief steward of the Agawam and Feeding Hills Post 
Offices/Branch 46 of the National Association of 
Letter Carriers (NALC). 

Harpin is urging residents to begin gathering non- 
perishable food items (no glass, please!) and take 
advantage of store sales until the date of the event. 
He says the letter carriers - with the support and 
cooperation of Agawam Postmaster Mark E. DeForge 
- will be doing double duty that day by delivering the 
mail and picking up food items. 

Postal patrons are asked to leave goods by their 
mailboxes. These goods will be picked up by a uni¬ 
formed letter carrier for distribution by the local food 
pantry (located at the Bethany Assembly of God 
Church in Agawam). 

Last year, Branch 46 letter carriers collected over 
110 tons of non-perishable goods which were gener¬ 
ously donated by postal customers and delivered to 
more than 20 area food pantries in Hampden, 
Hampshire, Franklin, and Worcester Counties. On the 
national level, the efforts of 1,530 Branches collected 
64.2 million pounds of goods in 2000. 

Taking place from Maine to Florida ... Alaska to 
Hawaii ... and coast to coast, this Annual Food Drive 
is a joint effort between the NALC and the U.S. Postal 
Service’s Priority Mail division, with help from the 
AFL-CIO Central Labor Councils, The United Way, 
and Campbell’s Soup Company. 


For the best in local goods and services, be sure to check our classifieds each and 


every week...AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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The Finest Ice Cream In Town ” 


MILK 

SHAKES 


f WAFFLE \ 
CONES & 
WAFFLE BOWL 
SUNDAES 

Any of our flavored ice 
creams or sundaes in a 
. Waffle Cone or Bowl 


7 SUNDAES \ 

Hot Fudge,Butterscotch, 
Carmel, Strawberry, 
Pineapple, Maple Walnut, 
Peanut Butter, 

\ Marshmallow A 


Chocolate, Vanilla, Strawberry, 
Orange Pineapple, Lemon, 
Kiwi, Mango, Blue Raspberry, 
Maple, Coffee, Banana, Peanut 
Butter, Almond, Amaretto, 
l Cheesecake, Watermelon, j 
\ Pistachio / 




/T/TTvSrv 


/H 777vSr\ 


Y STAN’S \ 
f SUPER SUNDAE' 

Any flavored ice cream, hot 
fudge, strawberries, marsh¬ 
mallow, bananas, whipped 
cream, a cherry and 
\ sprinkles. > 


f HEATH \ 
BAR SUNDAE ' 

Any flavored ice cream, 
Heath Bar, hot fudge, butter 
scotch, whipped cream, 
l sprinkles and a cherry! A 


BROWNIE 

DELIGHT 


< Vf Any flavored 


ice cream on 

\ top of a brownie, hot 
fudge, whipped cream, 
cherry and sprinkles! A 


/v/17v\fN 


/ BANANA \ 
BOATS 

Any flavor ice cream, 
pineapple, strawberries, 
hot fudge, whipped 
cream, cherry and 
^ sprinkles! / 


STRAWBERRY > 
SHORTCAKE 

iy flavored ice cream on 
top of shortcake, 
strawberries, whipped 
cream, cherry and 
. sprinkles! A 


PIECES \C 
SURPRISE V 


Any flavor ice cream, peanut 
butter, hot fudge, Reece’s 
Pieces, whipped cream, 

\ cherry and sprinkles! > 


\rsr* ^//ttitymn;' > 47^ 

- Sugar Free Chocolate and Vanilla Fat Free Yogurt - 

495 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills 

Open At 11:00AM - Seven Days A Week 

786-5960 
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Mayor Is To Blame For 
Platform Truck Debacle 


To The Editor: 

I am writing in regards to an article written in the 
Springfield Union-News dated 4-20-2001. 

This article talked about the staffing and purchase 
of the town’s new platform ladder truck. 

I think it's about time the people of Agawam realize 
we have a Mayor who not only lacks character, but is 
also unable to make decisions on his own. 

The part in the article which really “wound me up” 
was the statement by our Mayor Cohen that he “...had 
not been contacted by any firefighters about staffing.” 
This was positively not the truth. 

The witnesses of that day I'm going to refer to are 
Attorney Locke, Chief Pisano, Deputy Chief Martin, 
Union President Karl Schmaelzle, and myself. 

All these people were present at a recent contract 
meeting when I asked Mayor Cohen if I could have 
five minutes of his time because, for about a year 
now, we’ve known the 1969, 32-year-old ladder truck 
was going to flunk its safety test for the second or 
third time. 

At first, the Mayor said no. I had to have repre¬ 
sentation with me and he wanted Attorney Locke at 
his side. I couldn’t believe my ears when he said 
that. My only intent at that time was to tell him we 
should have a minimum of two firefighters manning 
the new truck when it leaves the station at all times. 

Our Mayor’s inability to make simple decisions 
(decisions that our previous Mayor made routinely) is 
costing taxpayers precious dollars. Attorneys are 
expensive and the Mayor should be able to perform 
his everyday duties by himself. Maybe we could then 
put these funds wasted on attorneys to good use by 
funding needed manpower to operate our public safe¬ 
ty equipment. 

The firefighters' safety, as well as of the Town, is at 
risk here. This “giant piece of equipment” with only 
one firefighter should not be a negotiable considera¬ 
tion. I would like to say that I’m glad I wouldn't have to 
drive it, but as the mechanic who services all Fire 
Dept, vehicles, I will have to. 

What happened to the good old days when we had 
a Mayor that made decisions on his own? Former 
Mayor Johnson and Council President Rheault 
worked together and made those tough decisions 
without someone at their side. 

Did we, as voters, elect a Mayor? Or did we, as 
voters, hire an attorney? Maybe we should have just 
hired an attorney and saved the expense of the 
Mayor’s salary! 

The Mayor made a campaign promise that the 
Town of Agawam would have an ambulance in 
Feeding Hills. Guess what? I think he didn’t under¬ 
stand it takes manpower and other factors enter into 
the decision. Feeding Hills definitely needs an ambu¬ 
lance stationed there because of response time. 
However, it doesn’t come for free, Mayor Cohen, just 
to get elected. 

I'm probably going to get reprimanded for speaking 
out, but you know what? We are witnessing politics in 
Agawam at their worst. 

Fire Chief Pisano is a good chief. He has request¬ 
ed two more men for the last two years in a row now 
and each time, the request has fallen on deaf, maybe 
politically motivated, ears. It appears that Mayors 
these days only want to talke about level funded 
budgets and have their picture taken with every vehi¬ 
cle or every department’s good news for the day. 

The Agawam Fire Department has the best ambu¬ 
lance system in the area and it’s been that way for 
several years. Let’s not play politics because it is an 
election year. The DPW workers have been again put 
on the back burner, we have been discussing this 
hazard for years, we have no commitment for needed 
manpower, but you want the council to commit 
$750,000 on your word. Let’s wak up, Agawam. The 
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employees and people of Agawam deserve better. 

Sincerely, 
Bill Pelley 
Acting Lt. & Mechanic 

Honored Veteran Says 
“Thank You, Agawam” 

To The Editor: 

I would like to express my deepest appreciation to 
all that organized, sponsored, and participated in the 
“Operation Recognition” program at the Agawam 
High School on April 10th. 

Thanks especially to Bernadette Conte and 
Kathleen McSweeney for the many hours they obvi¬ 
ously put into this wonderful celebration; to Ed 
Kellogg, our Director of Veterans’ Services, for work¬ 
ing so hard on our behalf; to the Stop & Shop for their 
sponsorship; and the Agawam High School, including 
the band and editors of the special edition newspaper. 

The recognition and many honors presented by the 
various dignitaries and celebrities will remain a part of 
my fondest memories. But the most inspirational and 
touching aspects of the day were the acceptance and 
reception shown to us by Agawam’s students and 
townspeople in attending the ceremony, and their 
enthusiastic ovations as they presented diplomas to 
us old vets! 

Thank you all again so very much and God bless. 

Respectfully, 
Leo Tonelli 
World War II Veteran 
Feeding Hills 

Let’s Have More “Quiet 
Time”At The Library 

To The Editor: 

Is it okay if a library is noisy? The answer depends, 

I guess, on what you do there. For those who use the 
Internet computers or are just looking for a book or a 
video, having it quiet probably is not a requirement, 
but if you go to the library to read (as I do), a quiet set¬ 
ting is paramount. 

A few months ago, I complained to library director 
Donna Campbell. I told her that I was attempting to 
read one afternoon but couldn't concentrate because 
an inconsiderate person (seated nearby) had placed 
five ceil phone calls in succession. As with many cell 
phone users, this woman talked more loudly than if 
she had used her normal conversational tone. As a 
result of this incident, I asked Donna to develop a pol¬ 
icy on cell phone use. Thankfully, she did and now cell 
phones may only be used in the lobby’s telephone 
area. 

More recently, I complained again about the noisi¬ 
ness of the library. My complaints had nothing to do 
with the construction noise and take into account that 
our library is small and doesn’t have a separate chil¬ 
dren’s room. I also understand that the expanded 
library - once completed a year from now - should 
reduce the noise problem considerably. 

Although I had a laundry list of noise complaints, 
the most annoying relate to adults who came to the 
library with children. Often, these adults go off in 
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search of a book or video and leave the children to 
roam the library. These unsupervised children tend to 
act up, running around and making a lot of noise. 
After the adult has checked out his or her items at the 
counter, it’s time to collect the kids. 

A considerate person would go looking for the chil¬ 
dren and tell them quietly that it is time to leave. What 
I witness repeatedly, however, are adults who stand 
at the counter and yell across the library for their chil¬ 
dren, hollering such things as, “HEY, JOEY, WE’RE 
LEAVING NOW." These offenders are unmindful of 
those nearby attempting to read. 

As a result of my complaints, Donna has posted 
the Agawam Public Library’s Rules of Conduct in 
high-traffic areas. These rules require, among other 
things, that patrons “should speak in quiet voices 
only.” The rules state also that anyone violating the 
posted rules will be given a warning, and those who 
don’t comply will be asked to leave. 

I commend Donna Campbell and her library staff 
for the actions they have taken to lower the volume, 
and encourage them to continue enforcing the 
Library’s Rules of Conduct. 

Mike Marieb 
Feeding Hills 

Pioneer Valley Girl Scout 
Council Thanks Volunteers 

To The Editor: 

April 22nd is Girl Scout Leader’s Day. On behalf of 
Pioneer Valley Girl Scout Council, we would like to 
thank our 127 volunteers in Agawam for contributing 
so much time and effort to the Girl Scout movement. 
You truly make a difference in the lives of girls. 

As Girl Scout volunteers, you are role models and 
mentors to Agawam's 359 Girl Scouts. You play an 
important part in the growth and development of girls; 
you provide the support they need to become young 
women who are responsible, confident, and caring. 

Girl Scout Leaders interact with girls to help 
strengthen their abilities, their values, visions, and 
goals. You are guides to girls learning that it is OK to 
be themselves, to act on t heir beliefs, and make a 
commitment to better their world. 

Our leaders are spirited people who keep the fun 
and excitement in the Girl Scout experience. You 
come from all walks of life - from different professions, 
ethnic backgrounds, socioeconomic levels, from cities 
and towns, and from our rural areas. 

You are moms and dads, single people, working 
people, and retired people. 

You make it all happen! The goal of Girl Scouting is 
to be available for every girl, everywhere, and you are 
instrumental in making that dream a reality. 

Thank you for doing one of the most important jobs 
in the world! Working in partnership with girls, you 
both grow strong, and our communities are stronger 
because of you. 

Sincerely, 
Denise Vogel, President 
Pioneer Valley Girl Scout Council, Inc. 

SEE LETTERS - Page 5 
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EDDIE & BEV SANTANIELLO of Norris 
Street, Feeding Hills were thanked for being 
such good and kind folks by their elderly next 
door neighbors. 

Residents Share Experiences 
Of Kindness From Others 

To The Editor: 

The golden rules reminds us to love our God and 
to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. This is 
easy for us to do. 

We are an elderly couple at a time in our life when 
we believe we should take one day at a time. We face 
each day’s problems and continue to care for our¬ 
selves. We pay all bills promptly, do the necessary 
chores of keeping a home neat and clean, prepare 
our own meals, and eat well. 

This past winter could have been the worst winter 
for us, were it not for our neighbors, Eddie and 
Beverly Santaniello and their family, Maria, Umberto, 
Danny, and Brian, who kept our long driveway and 
sidewalks free of snow and ice. For years they have 
been looking out for our welfare. 

Also, starting early in the spring, for the past sev¬ 
eral years, they have insisted on taking care of our 
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yard, making certain it was mowed and well groomed 
at all times and rototills our small garden area. 

They will not accept any remuneration. Their 
kindess and warmth is overwhelming. We’re sure they 
feel our gift of love and gratitude and that we are 
ready to extend any kindness to them. 

We have lived in this same neighborhood for 62 
years and have known the pleasure of a neighbor¬ 
hood of people you can truly admire. 

We’d like to share another heart-warming experi¬ 
ence. We had entered Stop & Shop with a woman 
whom we did not know. We exchanged our appreci¬ 
ation of the sunny day and commented about looking 
forward to the flowers and we went our separate 
ways. 

Later, when we were almost through with our shop¬ 
ping, the same woman met us and said, “There you 
are!" She handed us a lovely bouquet of carnations 
and wished us a happy Easter. We were deeply 
moved, hugged her, and thanked her for a lovely 
thought and a lasting memory. She left quickly and we 
didn’t even get her name and wished we had. We 
speak of her as the “lovely lady” at Stop & Shop. 

We just wanted the world to know how wonderful 
and caring people can be. We hope and will try to find 
a way to reciprocate. 

Edith & Al Michaud 
Feeding Hills 

Please Help To Get N.E. 
Patriots Televised Here 

To The Editor: 

Hey, I know that the 2001 New England Patriots 
schedule was released. I don’t think that they will 
show that many games this year on WFSB-3 because 
they will probably have the New York Jets games 
when the Jets are not nationally televised. 

Another thing is that I don’t think we are going to 
see any Patriots pre-season games on TV. I do know 
that we need more TV in Agawam. We need to get 
WBZ-4, WCVB-5, WFXT-25, WHDH-7, WCDC-19, 
and WBPX-68 in this town. 

I think the only way we can get them is to write to 
AT&T or to Mayor Cohen and get these stations on 
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our line-up. Agawam cannot miss any more New 
England Patriots games, so please help me get those 
stations on our line-up! 

Mike DiMauro 
Feeding Hills 

PRIDE Of AIC Says Thanks 
To Mayor His Brother 

To The Editor: 

PRIDE of American International College wishes to 
express our sincerest gratitude to Mayor Richard 
Cohen and Mr. Alan Cohen for taking time out of their 
busy schedules to sit as judges for the "Talented 
Elements” talent contest. 

PRIDE (Persons Ready In Defense of Ebony) is an 
organization formed in 1969 to promote the welfare of 
all students of color (students of African, Hispanic, 
Asian, and Native American heritage) on the campus 
of American International College, both academically 
and socially. PRIDE is open to all students of AIC 
regardless of race, ethnic background, or religious 
beliefs. 

The involvement of both the Mayor and Mr. Cohen 
is a positive reflection on our community leaders. 
Their support of talented young people and promotion 
of cultural diversity is commendable. 

Many thanks, 
Naomi White-inniss 
Multicultural Director, AIC 

Family Of Anna J. Hayes 
Expresses Gratitude 

To The Editor: 

The family of Anna J. Hayes would like to express 
their gratitude to the Agawam Police Department, the 
Agawam Fire Department Paramedics, and 
Forastiere’s Funeral Parlor for the courteous and pro¬ 
fessional manner in which they responded to our fam¬ 
ily at the time of our mother’s death on Sunday, April 
1 , 2001 . 

They were most gracious in expediting things to 
make it easier on her five-and 10-year-old grandchil- 

SEE LETTERS - Page 6 



To CD or Not to CD 


I 



Are you questioning your Certificate of deposit? Annuities offer 

MANY FEATURES CDS AND OTHER TAXABLE ALTERNATIVES DON’T. SUCH AS: 


Tax deferred growth 
Interest bonuses 
Lifetime Income Options 


May avoid probate 
Free Withdrawals* 
And Much More 


ASK US ABOUT AN ANNUITY. WE THINK YOU’LL LIKE THE ANSWERS. 


Contact Roger Dion , lutc 

At: 



CANARYBLOMSTROM 

Insurance agency, Inc. 

525 Springfield St, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 Ph. (413)789-3995 Fax (413)786-7004 www.canarvblomstrom.com 

•Withdrawals from or surrender of an annuity may be subject to federal income tax. Also, Money withdrawn or 
annuity surrendered before age 59 % may be subject to an IRS penalty tax. 


i 
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Comm. To Re-Elect 
Mayor Cohen To 
Host Fundraiser 

The Committee to Re-Elect Richard A. Cohen 
Mayor invites the public to join in the kick-off of his re- 
election campaign on Friday, May 4th from 5:00-7:00 
p.m. at Olive Oil’s, 797 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 

"Richard A. Cohen has been our mayor for 1-1/2 
years. He has proudly served the people of Agawam 
with honor and distinction,” said William N. Beaudry, 
Treasurer, Cohen Committee. “His strong advocacy 
and accomplishments are hallmarks of his public 
service to all those in this community. As Mayor of the 
City of Agawam, Rich has helped to shape significant 
initiatives, which have positively impacted and 
improved the quality of life for the people of Agawam,” 
he said. 

"As Rich prepares for re-election to a second term, 
please know how appreciative we are for you contin¬ 
ued support,” said Beaudry. “On behalf of the Richard 
A. Cohen Re-Election Committee, allow me to thank 
you for your time and consideration and we look for¬ 
ward to seeing you on May 4th.” 

Donation is $25 per person. Please make checks 
payable to Richard A. Cohen Committee (no corpo¬ 
rate checks, please) and mail to The Committee to 
Re-Elect Richard A. Cohen Mayor, 87 Country Rd., 
Agawam, MA 01001-1612. (Please include your 
name, address, city, state, and zip.) 

Agawam Democratic 
Comm. Schedules 
May 2nd Meeting 

The Agawam Democratic Committee will hold its 
May meeting on Wednesday, May 2nd at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Faolin Peirce Community Room at the Agawam 
Police Station on Springfield Street in Feeding Hills. 

The committee will select their nominee for the 
Democrat of the Year Award to be presented at the 
Annual Democratic Breakfast to be scheduled for 
later this fall. 

Members of the public are invited to attend. For 
more information, call Joanne Willis at 789-1626. 
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Board Of Health St. Patrick’s Comm. 


Enacts Youth Tobacco 
Control Regulation 

The Agawam Board of Health enacted a Youth 
Access Tobacco Control Regulation at its April meet¬ 
ing. This regulation restricts minors’ access to tobac¬ 
co products. Agawam now joins its neighbors in pro¬ 
tecting its young people against this form of drug 
addiction. The regulation will go into effect on June 
4th. 

On November 8, 2000, the Board considered the 
draft regulation and on March 14, 2001, a public hear¬ 
ing on the draft regulation was held. 

The regulation includes the following. In the regu¬ 
lation, sale of tobacco products to people under 18 
years of age is prohibited. Each retailer shall verify a 
purchaser’s age by means of photographic identifica¬ 
tion which notes the purchaser’s date of birth. 
Retailers must apply for an annual permit from the 
Agawam Board of Health to sell tobacco products. 

Retailers must post a copy of M.G.L. 270, Sec. 6 
pertaining to the sale of tobacco products to minors at 
all cash registers. Tobacco vending machines are 
prohibited. Out-of-pocket sales of tobacco products 
are prohibited as are self-service displays and free 
samples. 

Penalties for sales to minors are progressive with 
each violation within one calendar year. Penalties 
range from $100 for the first offense to license sus¬ 
pension for the third offense. Penalties for other sub¬ 
sections of the regulation will result in a fine of $100 
per day per violation. Violations may be penalized by 
means of the non-criminal method of disposition. 


Votes On By-Laws & 
Proposes Officers 

The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee met on April 
18th for the purposes of voting on an official set of by¬ 
laws, and attending the presentation of a proposed 
slate of officers as nominated by the body’s 
Nomination Committee. 

Members ratified the by-laws, as drafted by By¬ 
laws Committee members Paul Kelley, Lowell 
McLane, and Mary Broadhurst, that evening. 
Nominations made by Nomination Committee mem¬ 
bers Bill Pfau, Bob Magovern, and Rita G. Moore 
were then presented before the body. The meeting 
was then opened to nominations from the floor. 

The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee will next 
meet on May 10th at 6:30 p.m. at St. John the 
Evangelist Church on Main Street in Agawam. 

Members in good standing at this meeting shall be 
voting on a slate of prospective officers including 
Lowell McLane for President, Joe Fitzpatrick for Vice- 
President, Mary Broadhurst for Treasurer, Paul Kelley 
for Clerk, and Director nominees Lynne Fitzpatrick, 
Angela Phillips, and Bob Magovern. 

As always, the meeting is open to new members, 
although present members only can vote on the pro¬ 
posed slate of officers. All Town of Agawam residents 
are welcome! 

Anyone interested in joining is urged to contact 
Angela Phillips, 786-5980, or Mary Broadhurst, 786- 
1508. 


Chamber To Fete Successes At Breakfast 


The Agawam Chamber of Commerce will celebrate 
the successes of its 2000-2001 Chamber season and 
welcome new board members at its Annual Breakfast 
on May 2nd at 7:15 a.m. at Oak Ridge Golf Club, 850 
South Westfield Street. 

Sponsored by ConnectiCare of Massachusetts, 
Inc. and RiverBend Medical Group, the breakfast will 
include a special presentation by Dr. Carol Leary, 
President of Bay Path College, on the supervisory role 
in the workplace. Her extensive experience as an 
employer in academia has given her the opportunity 
to reflect and improve upon her skills as a supervisor. 
Leary will share her thoughts on how employers can 


take stock of their roles as supervisors and ensure 
proficiency in this capacity. 

In addition, Dr. Sharon MacMillan of RiverBEnd 
Medical Group will present a briefing on “Menopause 
and the Workplace." 

Reservations for the Agawam Chamber Annual 
Breakfast are $12 and must be made in writing and in 
advance. Reservations may be made through Laurie 
Brunelle, Events Coordinator, Affiliated Chambers of 
Commerce of Greater Springfield, Inc., 1441 Main 
Street, Suite 136, Springfield, MA 01103-1449, fax: 
(413) 755-1322, email: brunelle@aschamber.org . 
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dren to remember their grandmother in happier times. 
We are, indeed, grateful for their services. 

Thank you, 
The Hayes, Planzo, Beal Families 
Agawam/Simsbury, CT 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


Why Franchise When You 
Can UnFranchisel 


Do you want to run your own successful home based 
business, but don’t have thousands in franchise fees? 

The UnFrandiise? Business Development System from 
Market America offers anyone willing to follow a proven 
business plan the opportunity to gain financial indepen¬ 
dence in 2-3 years- not 45 years Ike the average worker. 

♦ Be Your Own Boss • Great Earnings Potential 
♦SetYour Own Hours • Full Company Support 

• Sell over 1,500 Items • Company Training 

jfh* _ Why wait? Call to get your 

JRnrketiZpZ financial future started today! 

Cal for a FI® Brochure. 

u. jrdHCTk 

Independent Distributor 

Mark N. Walker 

UnFranchise-Distributor 

Voice Mail 

(800) 211-1202, Ext. 2182 

http://www.marketamerica.com 


Rejean J. Rem ilia rd 

Insurance Agency 


Auto * Home * Life * Workers Comp.* Liability * IRA’s 

Conveniently Located in Feeding Hills Center 


“Where Good Drivers Receive Valuable Discounts Without Group Hassles” 


Your Local Family Owned And Operated Agency Since 1970 


P//AI 


23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 



Open Monday-Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am to Noon 


( 413 ) 789-3070 
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Challenge Course 
To Be Part 
Of Summer Camp 

by Hope E. Murray 

Municipal Writer 

Attending summer camp in Agawam will be more 
challenging than ever this year. And Mayor Richard 
Cohen is very excited about that. 

“We’re going to have a challenge course at Perry 
Lane Park this year,” Cohen said. “It will be something 
that all kids can do and doesn’t take a lot of athletic 
ability. But, it’s a physical activity that promotes team¬ 
work, so everybody wins." 

The challenge course, which is considered a low 
course, is being designed and built by Springfield 
College Outdoor Recreation Professor Mike Phelon. 

According to Agawam Parks and Recreation 
Director Chris Sparks, the course will be a great addi¬ 
tion to the park at a low cost. 

“It’s costing about $5,000 to put in,” Sparks said. 
'That’s very inexpensive.” Sparks added that other 
additions to Agawam’s fields this past year have been 
much more costly: New playscapes cost $75,000; 
tennis court repairs were $25,000; the skateboard 
cost will total about $80,000. 

“The challenge course is very cost effective,” said 
Sparks. 

The course will have several elements. One of 
them is called the Mohawk Walk. This challenge con¬ 
sist of cables of varying lengths strung between trees 
approximately 18 inches off the ground. The object is 
for the group to traverse the cables to a point that the 
group has set as an endpoint. 

Another challenge is the Wild Woozy, which is a 
two-person element consisting of two cables extend¬ 
ing out from a common point to form a V. Cables are 
about 18 inches off the ground and terminate approx- 
imately 12 to 14 feet from each other. Two partici¬ 
pants standing at the apex of two cables set in a V 
configuration must walk out on the cables as far as 
VossMe, each Y\e\p'vr\g the other ma\nta\n balance. 

Other challenges include the Spider’s Web, Stump 
Garden, and Trust Fall. 

“Participants will analyze the situation, come up 
with a plan, implement the plan, and work together to 
make it happen,” Cohen said. “And the skills they take 
from camp transfer to their own lives. The outcome of 
the challenge is neither right or wrong, but if they 
achieve the goal, it’s even better.” 

The mayor said the course is part of his plan to 
improve education and recreation in Agawam. He and 
Sparks have also collaborated to offer holiday and 
school vacation programs. 

“My goal is to have the best summer camps and 
school vacation programs anywhere,” said Cohen. “I 
truly believe our children deserve the best.” 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

AGAWAM TOWN COUNCIL 
AGAWAM, MA 

THE AGAWAM TOWN COUNCIL WILL HOLD A 
PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 7. 2001 AT 7:30 P.M. AT 
THE AGAWAM MIDDLE SCHOOL, 68 MAIN 
STREET, AGAWAM, MA ON THE APPLICATION OF 
SIX FLAGS NEW ENGLAND (Riverside ParkEnter. 
INC.) FOR A LICENSE TO KEEP, STORE FOR PER¬ 
SONAL USE/OR RESALE OF PETROLEUM PROD¬ 
UCTS IN UNDERGROUND TANKS OR ABOVE 
GROUND NOT TO EXCEED 5.000 GALLONS AT 
1623 MAIN STREET IN THE TOWN OF AGAWAM, 
MA. 

Richard M. Theroux, Town Clerk 
Published: April 26, 2001 

Mtg. Slated On Farm 
Worker Dormitory 

A meeting regarding the farm worker dormitory has 
been scheduled for Sunday, April 29th, beginning at 
2:00 p.m. 

This meeting will take place at the Grange Hall, 47 
North West Street, Feeding Hills. 
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Fundaiser To Be 
Held For Councillor 
Anthony Bonavita 

A fundraiser will be held on May 10th for Agawam 
City Councillor Anthony C. Bonavita from 6:00-8:00 
p.m. at Olive Oil's Restaurant, 797 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. 

Hors d’oeuvres will be served and there will be a 
cash bar. The suggested donation is $20 per ticket. 

Tickets may be purchased at the door or by calling 
committee member Elaine O’Brien at 786-7438 or 
treasurer Adele Bonavita at 786-2079. 

Councillor Bonavita will be a candidate for re-elec¬ 
tion to the council in this fall's election. 

Committee chairperson John O’Brien said, 
“Anthony is a positive and effective voice for the citi¬ 
zens of Agawam on the City Council. He will continue 
his hard work for our community. 
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Fire Wise ... 

Matches & Cigarette 
Lighters For Adults 

by Fire Chief David Pisano 

Agawam Fire Dept. - 786-2662 

Many fires are caused simply by a combination of 
a small child’s curiosity and the availability of match¬ 
es or a cigarette lighter. The resulting fires have some 
of the most disastrous consequences because of a 
small child’s inability to understand that the match 
they had just lit is the same match that caused the fire 
that destroyed the house. 

* The Agawam Fire Department suggests that if 
you have small children in the home, keep matches 
and cigarette lighters up high, out of their reach. 

* As children begin to understand cause and effect, 
teach them that matches are a tool and should be 
used only by adults or under adult supervision. 

* Teach children that, if another child has matches, 
they should get away from the child and warn an adult 
so that an accidental fire will not occur and the child 
will be prevented from getting burned. 


- ADVERTISER NEWS - 
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MARGARET A. BERNIER 

Margaret A. (Silvestri) Bernier, 70, of 44 Highland 
Street, Feeding Hills, died recently in Baystate 
Medical Center, Springfield. 

She was a book binder for the former J.l. Gaskill, 
Springfield, for 35 years, retiring in 1984. 

Born in Springfield, she attended the High School 
of Commerce and moved to Feeding Hills in 1972. 

She was a communicant of Sacred Heart Church. 

She leaves her husband, Philip E.; a brother, 
Gerald of Longmeadow; and four sisters, Mildred 
Dahdah of Vero Beach, Florida, and Theresa Buck, 
Palmina Rex, and Vivian Fattini, all of Feeding Hills. 

The funeral was held at the Agawam Funeral Home 
and in the church, with burial in Springfield Street 
Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 53 Capital Drive, West 
Springfield, MA 01089, or to the Shirners Hospital for 
Crippled Children, 516 Carew Street, Springfield, MA 
01104-2396. 

ESTELLE R. BROZINI 

Estelle R. (Green) Brozini, 62, of 34 Tracey Lane, 
East Longmeadow, died recently at Mercy Hospital in 
Springfield. 

She was a ceramics teacher in Agawam for 33 
years. 

Born in Springfield, she lived in Agawam for most 
of her life until moving to East Longmeadow four 
years ago. 

Her husband, Anthony L. Brozini, died in 1996. 

She leaves two daughters, Cindy Levesque of East 
Longmeadow and Lisa Brozini of Miami; a brother, 
Richard Green of Feeding Hills; a sister, Sandra 
Green of New York City; and three grandchildren. 

The funeral will be held on Friday morning, April 
27th, at Agawam Curran-Jones Funeral Home, with 
burial in Springfield Street Cemetery. Calling hours 
were scheduled for Thursday evening, April 26th. 

KENNETH W. CONKLIN 

Kenneth W. Conklin, 77, of Agawam, died recently 
in a local nursing home. 

He ran the Springfield Office Supply Co. until 1972, 
and later became treasurer and director of Broadway 
Office Supply Co. He retired in 1986. 

Born in Springfield, he lived there until moving to 
Agawam three years ago. 
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Agawam Obituaries 

He was a 1942 graduate of the former High School 
of Commerce. He was a member of St. Catherine of 
Sienna Church in Springfield, and a former member of 
the Wilbraham, Twin Hills, and Hampden Country 
Clubs. 

He was an Army veteran of World War II, serving 
as staff sergeant with Troop A 18th Cavalry 
Reqonnaissance Squadron in the Ardennes, the 
Rhineland, and in Central Europe. He received the 
Purple Heart. 

His wife, the former Phyllis E. Beckman, died in 
1984. 

He leaves a son, Kenneth C. of Agawam, and two 
grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at Colonial-Forastiere 
Funeral Home and in the church, with burial in Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Springfield. 

VIRGINIA L. MAHEU 

Virginia Laurieane Maheu, 74, a long-time resident 
of Waterbury, Connecticut, and formerly of Agawam, 
died recently at St. Mary’s Hospital in Waterbury. 

Born and schooled in West Springfield, she was a 
former communicant of St. Theresa's Church in 
Agawam. 

She leaves two sons, Kevin and Paul McMahon, 
both of Connecticut; a daughter, Mari-Louise Grimaldi 
of Florida; four brothers, Aurius Maheu of Westfield, 
Larry Maheu of the Shelburne Falls section of 
Shelburne, Eugene Maheu of West Springfield, and 
Warren Maheu of Bolton, Connecticut; two sisters, 
Theresa Maheu of Florida and Rosalie Napoli of 
Agawam; and six grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at Toomey-O’Brien Funeral 
Home, and memorial contributions may be made to 
any charity. 

ALEXANDER N. MOODIE 

Alexander N. Moodie, 96, of Barefoot Bay, Florida 
and Agawam, died recently in Vero Beach, Florida. 

He worked at Westinghouse Corp. in Springfield, 
MA, for 42 years. 

Born in Falkirk, Scotland, he attended Dundee 
Technical College and came to this country in A925. 

He was a past master of the Samuel Sherwood 
Masonic Lodge in East Longmeadow, and a member 
of the Scottish Rite Bodies. 

He belonged to the Agawam and Barefoot Bay 
Senior Centers. 


His first wife, the former Marjorie Brown, died in 
1949, and his second wife, the former Ann Peyton, in 
1996. 

He leaves nieces and nephews, including Margaret 
Thompson, with whom he lived in Barefoot Bay. 

There were no services, and Strunk Funeral Home 
of Sebastian, Florida, was in charge of the arrange¬ 
ments. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Shriners Hospital for Children, 12502 North Pine 
Drive, Tampa, Florida 33612. 

EUGENE P. ROY 

Eugene P. Roy, 77, died recently at Heritage 
Woods, 462 Main Street, Agawam. 

He was a mail carrier for the U.S. Postal Service, 
Springfield, and retired in 1987. 

Born in Warren, Rhode island, he was educated in 
the Holyoke School System. 

He resided in Agawam since 1999, and before that 
he lived in St. Petersburg, Florida, for 12 years. Prior 
to that, he had resided in Springfield. 

He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War II and 
served with the 387th Infantry. He held the rank of 
technician first grade and served in Rome, Arno, 
North Apennines, and the Rhineland. He received the 
European African Middle Eastern Theater Campaign 
ribbon, Victory medal, and the Good Conduct medal. 

He leaves two sons, David P. of Milford and 
Kenneth C. of Chicopee; two daughters, Barbara J. 
Roy of Norfolk, Virginia, and Laurene M. Roy Kendall 
of Granby; his former wife, Laurette (Chartier) 
Storozuk of Sunderland; and six grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at the Ryder Funeral Home, 
with burial in Notre Dame Cemetery, both in South 
Hadley. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Diabetes Association, Affiliate Inc., P.O. Box 
61210, Longmeadow, MA 01116-1210. 

BERNARD J. TROW 

Bernard J. Trow, 62, ofSuffield, CT, died recently at 
Johnson Memorial Hospital in Stafford. CT. 

He worked at SCM Container Machinery Co. (now 
Revco) of Agawam for 29 years, and retired last 
November. He worked previously at Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft Division of United Technologies Corp. in East 

SEE OBITUARIES-Page 9 



In Loving Memory Of 

Emily White 
Dintzner 

Who Passed Away September 15, 1999 

Happy 3rd Birthday 

(April 25th) 



To our precious little girl who is 
Always in our thoughts. 

We love you and miss you. 

Mom, Dad, Daniel, Nathaniel, Tabitha, 
Grandma Birchall, Auntie Grandma 
And Godparents Gina & Darren Birchall 



CALABRESE 


Ready to 
Plant Now 


Pansies, Perennials, 
SftCold Weather 

Vegetable Plants 


257 FEEDING HILLS ROAD, RT. 57 
SOUTHWICK, MA. * (413) 569-6417 
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Veterans' Corner... 

News For Vietnam 
Veterans And 
Families 

by Ed Kellogg, Veterans’ Agent 

786-0400, Ext. 236/237 

The following is an IMMEDIATE NEWS RELEASE 
FOR VIETNAM VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

Washington: Hours after receiving a study that 
linked Agent Orange to a deadly form of childhood 
leukemia, Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs Anthony J. 
Principi ordered the Department of Veterans' Affairs 
(VA) to begin setting up benefits for these children. 

“The medical evidence is clear and persuasive that 
these illnesses are associated with the service of our 
men and women during the Vietnam War,” said 
Principi. "Equally clear is VA’s responsibility to provide 
benefits and programs that meet the needs of these 
veterans and their families.” 

Principi’s decision affects the children of Vietnam 
veteans with acute myelogenous leukemia, a rare, 
deadly form of the childhood disease. The Institute of 
Medicine (IOM) released a report April 19th that cited 
“limited or suggestive” evidence that a parent’s expo¬ 
sure to Agent Orange during the Vietnam War may 
lead to a child contracting the disease. About 500 to 
1,000 children of Vietnam veterans are believed to 
have the disease. 

Since VA has no legal authority to provide benefits 
for these children, Principi said he has obtained White 
House approval to ask Congress for legislation to cre¬ 
ate special benefits. VA officials are determining what 
those benefits should be. 

In 1997, VA set up a program for the children of 
Vietnam veterans with spina bifida. That program 
provides health-care benefits, vocational training, and 
a monthly allowance based upon the severity of the 
illness. About 940 people with spina bifida are now 
receiving these VA benefits. 

^ * ' ‘ - * V 'I*-.. 

*** 

To add to this news release, I just want to express 
my thoughts about the successful OPEN HOUSE at 
the Veterans’ Cemetery this past Sunday. It was a 
GREAT day. The weather was great and everything 
went well. It was very informative for all those 
involved. I would like to say THANKS to all the staff 
and the volunteers that made this event go off so 
smoothly. It was a memorable experience for all. 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of 
Appeals will conduct a public hearing at the 
Agawam Middle School Cafeteria, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA, on Thursday, May 3, 2001, at 6:30 
P.M. for all parties interested in the appeal of Mr. 
Joseph Ciurleo who is seeking a Special Permit 
from Section 180-71 of the Zoning Ordinances to 
allow for the construction of an addition at the 
premises identified as: 67 Katherine Drive. 

Doreen Prouty 
Acting Chairperson 

Published: April 26, 2001. 
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Hartford and received the NASA Apollo Acheivement 
Award in 1969. 

Born in Brockton, MA, he lived in Newport, NH, 
Agawam, and Enfield, CT, before moving to Suffield. 

He was an Air Force veteran. 

He leaves a brother, Frederick Pelletier of 
Chicopee; two sisters, Mary Lou Trow of Amherst and 
Beverly Armstrong of Knoxville, TN; and his fiancee, 
Jadwiga “Jackie” Bodnar of Suffield. 

The funeral was held at Browne Memorial Funeral 
Chapels of Enfield, with burial in Oak Grove 
Cemetery, Springfield. 


- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

Highway Improvement Project 
Approved For Route 159 


The Town of Agawam and the Massachusetts 
Highway Department announced plans to improve 
traffic flow along Route 159 (Main Street) in Agawam. 
The estimated $100,000 in improvement measures 
will be funded entirely by Six Flags New England. 

“We have certainly felt an increase in taffic volume 
along Main Street over the past few summer sea¬ 
sons,” said Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen. “We have 
been working with Six Flags and Mass. Highway to 
proactively address traffic concerns, and this project 
is a positive result of the open dialogue among the 
three of us. This project, plus the $1.2 million state 
Public Works Economic Development (PWED) grant, 
will go a long way towards dramatically improving the 
traffic flow and quality of living for our town residents.” 

The project will begin implementation immediately 
and is expected to be completed by Memorial Day. 
Highlights of the improvement project include: 

Installationof temporary traffic cones to create two 
southbound lanes on Route 159 between South 
Street and River Road. The additional southbound 
lane will be created for peak hours only (10:00 a.m.- 
2:00 p.m.) on select days. 

* Re-striping of Route 159 at Elm Street and School 
Street to allow for dedicated left-hand turn and 
through lanes in each direction. 

* Installation of turning lane signage along Route 
159 to indicate new turning lanes. 


Utilization of police officers at key location 
between the Route 5/Route 57/River Road rotary and 
Six Flags entrance to control traffic during peak hours. 

* Widening of the entrance radius and construction 
of an island at entrance to the westerly parking loca¬ 
tion of Six Flags to allow for unimpeded southbound 
traffic flow into parking lot. 

* Inspect and make necessary adjustments to sig¬ 

nal light controls. Design and implement signal time 
phasing revisions to allow for maximum traffic flow 
efficiency. - 

The recommended measures are the result of an 
exhaustive traffic and parking study sponsored by Six 
Flags. VHB, Inc., a leading transportation engineering 
firm, conducted research throughout the summer and 
fall of 2000, compiling extensive data on traffic vol¬ 
ume, peak volume patterns, signal light efficiency and 
percentage of vehicles entering the park area via dif¬ 
ferent access routes. VHB then analyzed the data and 
made recommendations for improving transportation 
management to the Town of Agawam, Mass. 
Highway, and Six Flags. 

"This is another major step in addressing traffic vol¬ 
ume along Main Street,” said Cohen. "Now, we must 
work to use the PWED grant to mitigate any future 
concerns and continue to communicate with Mass. 
Highway to address traffic concerns that affect not 
only Agawam, but the entire region.” 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ new office at 


23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills (above 
Remillard Insurance), please note that our 


main entrance is in the back. Thank you... 
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Spfld. Turnverein 
Celebrates 146th 
Anniversary 

The Springfield Turnverein celebrated its 146th 
Anniversary with a dinner and dance recently. Several 
members were recognized for longevity in the club. 

Receiving 25-year certificates were Glenn Hastie, 
Allen LaGrange, and Edward Stentaford. Two mem¬ 
bers received certificates for 50-year memberships. 
They were Frederick Groll and Harry Zimmerman (in 
absentia). 

Several members present with long-time member¬ 
ships included Alfred LaBaff (56 years), William 
Gardiner (48 years), Alfred Hellinger (47 years), 
Lucien Smaida (47 years), and Marty Lehberger (42 
years). 

Past presidents in attendance included Fred Groll, 
Erwin Schwarz, Ted Beck, and Paul Dithrich. 

The evening concluded with the music of “The 
Twilights.” 

j Agawam Senior "j 
! Center’s Weekly ! 

! Lunch Menu j 

Mon., Apr. 30th: Split pea soup, chicken salad ! 

■ sandwich with lettuce & tomato, banana. 

| Tues., May 1st: “Happy Birthday” Lunch - ham- j 
I burg on whole wheat roll, cole slaw, steak fries, I 
I birthday cake. I 

Wed., May 2nd: Roast turkey, gravy, stuffing, * 
j cranberry, zucchini casserole, pumpernickel bread, J 
J ice cream. 

j Thurs., May 3rd: Cream of potato soup, quiche | 
| Lorraine, spinach salad, whole wheat bread, | 

| peaches. I 

■ Fri., May 4th: Baked fish Florentine, cheese I 

[ potatoes, carrots, oatmeal bread, pears. 

(Menu subject to change without notice.) 

I- I 



LONG-TIME MEMBERS OF THE SPRINGFIELD TURNVEREIN on Garden Street, 
Feeding Hills, were recently recognized at the club’s 146th Anniversary Dinner Dance. From 
left: Kurt Walther, president; Fred Groll, past president and 50-year member; Wilma Gillan, 
treasurer; Marty Lehberger, first vice-president; Glenn Hastie, 25 years; and Edward 
Stentaford, 25 years. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


“May Festival 
Slated For May 5th 
At Spfld. Turnverein 

The Combined Singing Sections of the Springfield 
Turnverein will host a “May Festival” on Saturday, 
May 5th, with music for your dancing pleasure provid¬ 
ed by the “Franken Musikanten” Band from 
Connecticut (this is a great band to dance to and even 
to sing along). The Chorus will also entertain with a 
few songs. 

Dinner will be served from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 
will include baked boneless chicken breast ritz served 
over rice, a carrot salad, coffee, and homemade 
cakes. Tickets are $14 per person, including the din¬ 
ner; tickets for dancing only are $7 each. 

Reservations must be made by April 30th, and tick¬ 
ets must be paid by May 2nd. Please call Christa at 
786-0143, or the Club at 786-0924. 


Crankers Antique 
Car Club Plans 
Poker Run & Dinner 

The Crankers Antique Car Club will sponsor its 
11th Spring Poker Run & Dinner on Sunday, May 6th 
at E.B’s Restaurant, Walnut St. Ext., Agawam. 

Registration will be held from 9:00-11:30 a.m. with 
dinner at 1:00 p.m. Cost is $15 per person. 

Come join us for this annual tour and dinner. The 
poker run wttl take you on a scenic tour through neigh¬ 
boring towns. Prizes will be given for the best poker 
hand, closest mileage guess, and closest time to the 
pre-set time. 

Tickets will be available at the door. 

* * * 

For photo coverage in The AAN, call 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 
any articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on 
Mondays. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... AAN!!! 


786-7747 or 786-8137; however, 
please give us at least 72 hours’ 
notice prior to your event. Thank you 
for your cooperation in this matter... 



- Dine In Or Take Out - 


Formerly Mushy’s 


Opening Soon 


Driving Range Season’s Pass Availahlg 


$250- Individual Adult Membership (over 25 yrs) 
$450- Family Membership 
$175- Under 25 and Students 
$75- Monthly Membership (30 Days) 

Seniors get 10% off above specials 
Limited Number of passes available— 


Hi 




Please Allow 15 Minutes For Carry-Out. 

Conte Taste Our Homemade 
Soups And Daily 
Breakfast And Lunch 
Specials 


Please Present This Coupon 
Buy 1 Breakfast or Lunch... 

Get The 2nd One 
Of Equal Or Lesser Value 
For HALF PRICE 


Coupon Expires 4-30-01. Limit One Coupon Per Visit 


Soft Serve & Mini-Golf - Coming Soon 
369 Main Street, Agawam 
789-1281 

Open 7 Days A Week - 6am-2pm 


*** Soft Serve & Mini-Golf Coming Soon 
Golf Carts For Sale Tel: 789-3306 

MO Minutes From Springfield 36 g Majn gj A g awa 

* Full Restaurant (Mushy s Gnll) now open 0 
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Emile Grenier Finds 
“Life’s Little Things” 
Most Important 


by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

Emile Grenier of Agawam has been working at St. 
John the Evangelist Church in Agawam Center for 
over 20 years. 

He enjoys meeting people and has found that there 
are a lot of things a lay person can do to assist in the 
operations of a church. 

“I might make appointments for the priests, answer 
general questions if I can, or take messages. It’s not 
glamorous, but there are many little things I find I can 
do that make it worthwhile.” 

He has earned a reputation for being reliable, 
friendly, and helpful, staying at the Parish Center 
office from 9:00 a.m. through 12:00 noon, 1:00 to 4:00 
p.m., and 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. 

He was born in New Bedford, Massachusetts, the 
oldest and last survivor of three brothers. He worked 
for Revere Copper and Brass. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

“The company was founded by Paul Revere, who 
was a silversmith and bellmaker, even though he is 
best known for his midnight ride,” Emile told us. 

“There had been no way to cover the wooden ships 
to prevent them from rotting, until Revere went to 
England and learned the secrets of rolling copper, 
which could sheathe the boats and protect them. The 
rolling mill was the start of the company.” 

Emile stayed with the company until he went into 
the Air Force as part of a B-24 crew. He was a nose 
gunner over New Guinea, the Philippines, Manila, 
Okinawa, and Japan. 

The Christmas eve of 1945, we were sent home. 
When I returned to Revere, I was sent to sell the brass 
mill products to industries and manufacturers. The 
company eventually went under. 

“My wife and I ended up living in Agawam. That 
was 51 years ago, and I have stayed here ever since,” 
he added. 

Emile met his wife, Virginia Muldoon, at Revere 
Copper and Brass, where both she and her father 
worked. Although Virginia has passed away, Emile is 
kept busy by six healthy offspring: Suzanne, a regis¬ 
tered nurse; Sharon, a secretary; Sandra, a registered 
nurse; Sheila, a dietician; Shawn, the manager of a 
parcel company; and Stephen, a driver for a milk com¬ 
pany. He also has 13 grandchildren. 

Emile loves to read, mostly history and biogra¬ 
phies, and he likes to watch videos and television at 
times. He also likes to work around the house a little 
and is a “fixer.” 

Lil Doyle, another familiar person at the St. John 
Parish Center office, told us, “Emile is a very nice per¬ 
son. We get along very well. He is very friendly and 
jokes around easily with people, even those he does¬ 
n’t know.” 

After just a few minutes in the company of this duo, 
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EMILE GRENIER 


it becomes obvious that their affectionately teasing 
remarks toward each other continue through the days 
they work together. 

Emile said, “It is a pleasure to be part of such a 
good parish. Father Howard McCormick, our pastor, 
and Father Bill Linney, our associate pastor, are won¬ 
derful priests in a church with many very nice parish¬ 
ioners. I am glad to be able to contribute in some way 
to that.” 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and every week ... 



Chef 

Paul Bickford 


Owner 

Charlie Grasso 


Restaurant & Banquet 

60 North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills 


Vow Accepting 

Early Bird 
Specials 

:s.—Thurs., 4:00 - 6:00 


Sunday Brunch Buffet 

- $10.95 


Enjoy A Variety Of Dishes 
Selected By Our CIW... 
Entrees Include Soup Or Salad, 
Vegetables, Rolls And Butter 

You Car, Still Enjoy Fine Italian 
Cuisine Made With Only The Finest 
Quality Ingredients. We Feature 
Delicious Veal, Chicken, Beef And 
Seafood Entrees Cooked To Your Liking 

Open For Dinner 
At 4:00 P.M. 

Tues.—Thurs., 4:00 - 9:00 
\ Fri. & Sat., 4:00 - 10:00 
. \ (Closed Mondays) 

Reservations Suggested 
For Friday & Saturday Nights 


Featuring Scrambled Eggs, French Toast, Bacon 
Sausage, Home Fries, Pasta Primavera, // 
Omelettes Made To Order, Ham & /g 
Turkey, Fresh Fruit, Assorted Mini 
Pastries, And Bagels. 

(A Mimosa Or A Bloody Mary Is jk jsWfep 

Included In The Cost Of The Buffet.) / 1'. M ’ -'M - 


Consider Our Private 
Banquet Facility For That \'fcjg 
Special Occasion You're \Vj| 
Planning 

(Weddings, Showers, Anniversary Parties', 

Etc.) 

Accommodates From 50 To 200 People 


(/m 

gg 




Ip 

83$ 
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MELANI MEUNIER & JEFFREY PICKETT 


Melani Meunier 
Engaged To Wed 

Jeffrey Pickett 

An outdoor ceremony on June 2nd is planned for 
the wedding of Melani Sue Meunier, the daughter of 
Susan & Paul Meunier of Feeding Hills, and Jeffrey 
Alan Pickett, son of Dave and Kathy Pickett, also of 
Feeding Hills. 

The bride-to-be attended Holyoke Community 
College and the prospective groom was in the Marine 
Corps. The couple plans to reside locally. 

A “Jack & Jill” party will be held in their honor on 
Saturday, May 19th at the American Legion Hall on 
478 Springfield Street at 6:00 p.m. Family and friends 
are welcome to a fun night of dancing and celebra¬ 
tion. Tickets will be available at the door. 

Agawam Library 
Has Openings In 
Preschool Programs 

The Agawam Library has some openings available 
in the spring toddler and preschool series beginning 
Monday and Tuesday mornings, April 30th and May 
1st, at St. David’s Episcopal Church, 699 Springfield 
Street. 

Age eligibility ranges from 18 monts (for the toddler 
program) through Pre-K for family storytimes. 
Toddlers come to the church nursery for free play with 
the nursery’s toys, and preschoolers meet in the chil¬ 
dren’s wing for stories and a weekly craft. 

Toddler playgroups meet from 10:00-11:30 a.m. on 
Mondays and from 9:30-10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays. 
Preschool storytimes are Mondays at 10:30 a.m. and 
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Parents or grandparents are invited to sign-up for 
one of these series in person at the Cooper Street 
library or by calling 789-1550. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

Pink Flamingos To 
Invade Agawam 
In May And June 

An epidemic of pink flamingos will take over the 
town of Agawam during the months of May and June. 
Don't be surprised or alarmed if you see them show¬ 
ing up on your front lawn or in your neighbor’s yard. 

If they appear at your home, the Agawam Junior 
Women’s Club will come to your rescue and remove 
them from your front yard. The cost of removal is a 
donation of $15. If you wish to have the flamingos 
moved from your house to another yard in Agawam or 
Feeding Hills, the cost is only $10. 

It will take approximately two months to remove all 
the flamingos from Agawam. (Flamingos will only 
attack your property once during the invasion.) 

We would like everyone in town to join in the fun 
and participate in this fundraiser. All proceeds will go 
to the Agawam Junior Women's General Fund to help 
defray the cost of its programs. These programs 
include the Non-User’s Club Basketball Shoot at the 
Junior High School; the Spelling Bee for fourth-, fifth- 
, and sixth-graders; scholarships for AHS seniors; the 
First-Time Bus Riders Program held in August at the 
library; and Holiday Baskets at Christmas. 

So, while you are driving through the town of 
Agawam, keep your eyes wide open for the pink 
birds. Who knows where they’ll pop up next! 

The Agawam Junior Women’s Club is a member of 
the General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC), 
Junior Membership. 

Summer Host 
Families Needed 
For French Students 

An international organization, AFCV, is looking for 
American families in the Springfield and surrounding 
area to welcome French teenagers into their homes 
during the summer of 2001!! 

Twenty families will be needed to host each stu¬ 
dent individually. There will be two sessions that will 
last for three weeks at a time. The first session will be 
from July 12th-July 30th. The second session will be 
from August 8th-August 27th. 

Some activities will be organized and supervised 
by their French leader three or four times a week for 
the students during the visit. 

Families need not speak French to have the visi¬ 
tor, as these are teenagers that have studied English 
and expect to use their English skills. 

AFCV is dedicated to the cultural and lingui stic 
development of young people through international 
travel. They specialize in school group and individual 
exchanges throughout Europe and are now providing 
opportunities in Canada and the United States. 

Open your door to this exciting and unique cultural 
experience for you and your family. Contact our local 
organizer at 821-0808 or e-mail her at 
larar527@vahoo.com . 
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JULIA ROSE IMPOCO 


The Impoco Family 
Announces Birth Of 
Their Fourth Child 

Anthony & Christine Impoco are pleased to 
announce the birth of their fourth child, Julia Rose 
Impoco. 

Julia was born on March 8, 2001 at Baystate 
Medical Center in Springfield. She weighed nine 
pounds, six ounces, and measured 21-1/2 inches 
long._ 

Julia was welcomed home by her family and sib¬ 
lings, including six year-old Joseph, four year-old 
Jessica, and two year-old Jacob. 

Julia is the granddaughter of George & Nancy 
Hellquist of Feeding Hills, Joyce Impoco (also of 
Feeding Hills), and the late Sam Impoco. 

May Events To 
Be Held By Agawam 
Golden Age Club (Ch. 1) 

* Friday, May 4th: Board of Directors’ meeting at 
1:00 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Center. 

* Wednesday, May 9th: Meeting at 1:30 p.m. 
Joyce Doyal, a great comedian, will provide an after¬ 
noon of entertainment. 

* Tuesday, May 15th: A trip with “visions of win¬ 
ning” to Foxwood Casinos. 

* Wednesday, May 23rd: Meeting at 1:30 p.m. A 
Memorial Remembrance for deceased members will 
be held, and a special afternoon program will follow. 

Chapter One welcomes any Agawam seniors who 
wish to join. See Helen Rogers, membership chair¬ 
person, or call 786-3756. (This is a reminder to renew 
your membership for this year.) 

Call Jeannette Dore, trip organizer, for trip reserva¬ 
tions. 


1 RCI 


P.O. Box 573 
Agawam, MA 01001 
413-789-4110 

www.RaicheConsultants.com 


Complete Computer Service 

Including: 

• Custom Program Development 
• Web Page Creation 

• Software Install / Upgrades 
• Training 

• Hardware Maintenance & Repair 


Fax 413-789-3745 E-Mail:Service@RaicheConsultants.com 


* CHINA STAR £ 

Specializing in Chinese Food to Take-Out 


382 Main Street 
Agawam, Ma. 
789-7170 * 789-7196 


Buy One Lunch or Dinner 
Combo, Receive 2nd Combo At 

Half Price 


- No Quantity Limits - Expires 5/4/01 (With This Coupon) 
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Sesquicentennial Ball 
Comm. Looking 
For Volunteers 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


AT A RECENT MEETING OF Agawam’s Sesquicentennial Ball Committee, Mayor Richard A. 
Cohen (seated) attended to hear how the plans are proceeding. Standing, from left: Karla 
Young, vice-chairperson of the Sesquicentennial Executive Committee; Joanne Willis, chair¬ 
person of the Executive Committee; and Pam Jones and Angela Phillips, co-chairpersons of the 

Ball Committee. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

If you have dropped off any photos to our office 
for Boy Scout activities, church events, etc., 
please pick them up after they appear in The AAN... 


\\Great Menu, Good Food, Relaxed Atmosphere, 
Pasta, Steaks, Chicken, Veal, Chops, Seafood, Soups, 
Subs, Burgers, Salads, Kids Menu & More . _ 

We Can Serve Your Family 

In Many Wavsl V^\\Uii 

*Jack and Jill V^A 

*Bridal Showers 
*Wedding 

Anniversaries VJrfr 
*Mercy Dinners j j° j f 

*Birthday Parties / ' ' 

*Baby Showers 

Call our professional staff V\ j 

and let us make your 
special event the best ever! \ \ 


OPEN for the SEASON 


ANNUALS if PERENNIALS i’ HERBS 
VEGETABLE PLANTS if HANGING POTS 
SEEDS if GARDEN SUPPLIES 


if UNUSUAL and hard-to-find varieties V 


E. CECCHI FARMS 

1131 Springfield Street, Feeding H ills 


664 Suffield St., RT. 75, Agawam 

413-786-5711 

Outdoor Patio Will Be Open Soon!!! 


en seven 


'Everything you'd grow if you had forty acres. 
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“Beauty 
Corner” 

by Mary Ann Zicolella 
Salon Tres Chic 

At Twin Silos 
1407 Suffield Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-8274 


Taking Care Of Your Skin... 

Golf is associated with a high risk of skin cancer, so 
if this will be the place you are heading to this week¬ 
end, remember to bring along the sunscreen, wear a 
visor, and bring your 100-percent UV-protecting sun¬ 
glasses. The obvious areas to apply a 30 or higher 
SPF broad-spectrum sunscreen are the exposed 
areas like the legs, arms, shoulders, and the face. 

Don't neglect the ears, back of neck, back of 
hands, and the back of your knees. Pay special atten¬ 
tion to the nose and the part in your hair (try a lip balm 
with SPF in it for the part). Sometimes a spray-on sun¬ 
screen is easier to use for those hard-to-reach areas. 
Water is again necessary to bring along to avoid dehy¬ 
dration. When you have to wait for your turn on the 
green, find a shade tree or a covered golf cart to 
retreat to. 

If you are planning a quiet weekend in the yard (just 
you and your garden), grab your hat, the sunscreen, 
and the bug spray. Keep those knees protected by 
using a knee pad to kneel on, and also use a garden 
stool to curb any back strain. Reapply sunscreen to 
those neglected areas we already mentioned, and 
purchase bug repellent with SPF in it. 

Save the perfume and hairspray for a night out; 
these will only attract mosquitoes and other critters. 
Also, some scents react with the sun to cause spots 
on your skin or rashes and irritations. Try using 
unscented baby powder with cornstarch on areas that 
may become chaffed when you sweat. Wear gloves to 
protect your hands from the dirt and chemicals found 
in fertilizers. 

Dirt absorbs water, so naturally it will attract mois¬ 
ture from your hands and cause extreme drying to the 
skin and nails. If hands become extremely dry, try 
Corn Huskers Lotion or petroleum jelly for relief. 
Again, this is also another great place to keep a jug of 
water on hand for drinking. 

Information Session 
For Big Brothers 
Big Sisters 

Public information sessions will be held on the fol¬ 
lowing Tuesdays - May 1st, 15th, and 29th - for peo¬ 
ple interested in learning more about volunteering to 
be a Big Brother and Big Sister to children in their 
communities. The brief sessions will be held at Grace 
Lutheran Church in West Springfield at 5:30 p.m. 

A short video will be shown, and a representative 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hampden County will 
answer questions. Prior registration is required by 
calling 781-4730 or on the web at www.biabrothers- 
sisters.ora . 

Please remember to 
patronize local businesses... 


Probate Law 

David A. Ladizki 


/M. 



Attorney 
At Law 

46 Suffield Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 

(413) 786-9000 
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Heading for the gym, kick boxing class, or yoga? 
This humid climate breeds bacteria, so go smart. Use 
a paper towel to wipe down sweat left from the last 
person, and use your terry towl to sit on. Stay away 
from the sauna, where the intense dry heat can cause 
oily skin to become oilier and encourage infection on 
skin that is already broken out. 

Use thongs in the shower on your feet to avoid con¬ 
tracting a fungus or bacteria that can cause athlete’s 
foot. In the shower, use a gentle skin cleanser, but 
avoid harsh soaps that can strip away natural oils. 
While still wet, apply baby oil for a great smooth feel¬ 
ing, or use an all-over moisturizer (my favorite is the 
collection from Victoria Secret). If you have a problem 
with back acne, wipe the area with a cotton pad 
soaked in alcohol-free astringent. 

Hitting the scene with a hot date? The music is 
great and the company is fun, but the second-hand 
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smoke can cause incredible drying to the skin and 
eyes. Pack on the moisturizer under your make-up 
before going out, and bring along eye drops to help 
soothe dry eyes during the evening. 

Having a few drinks can be social, but remember to 
down one glass of water to each drink you have to 
protect your system from dehydration. Too much alco¬ 
hol can leave you with dark circles, a sallow cast to 
your skin, and dry, itchy patches. 

One last important duty: clean your face when you 
get home, no matter how much your body is telling 
you to forget it. Use a gentle cleanser and a moistur¬ 
izer to minimize the drying effect of second-hand 
smoke. 

Thought for a smile: sharing your vacation pic¬ 
tures along with the memories. 

And remember... Beauty is our Business! 



T 


SUNDAY. APRIL 29TH 
ONLY 

Land O’ Lakes Sliced 
White American Cheese 
(3 Lb. Loaf) 

$6.99 


THOMAS ENGLISH 
MUFFINS 

Regular 6 Pak - 
$ 2.59 

Buv 1 - Get 1 








■ mm 


USD A CHOICE 


Boneless Top Round Roast 
Boneless Top Round London 
Broil 

Top Round Cubed Steak 
Top Round Stew Beef 
(Extra Lean) 

Extra Lean Ground Round 
5 Lbs. Or More 
10 Lbs. Or More 
Boneless New York Sirloin 
Strip Steaks 
Fresh Ground Chuck 
5 Lbs. Or More 
Boneless Center Cut Pork 
Roast 

Boneless Center Cut Pork 
Cutlets 

Grade “A” Chicken Breast 

Whole 

Split 

Whole Trimmed Butt 
Tenderloins 
Whole Boneless New 
York Strips 

DELI 

Land O’ Lakes American 
Cheese 

Austrian Alps Imported 
Swiss Cheese 


51.99 Lb. 

i ‘ 4 

$2.79 Lb. 
$2.99 Lb. 

$2.89 Lb. 
$3.99 Lb. 
$2.49 Lb. 
$1.99 Lb. 

$5.99 Lb. 

$1.69 Lb. 

$2.49 Lb. 

$2.69 Lb. 

$1.19 Lb. 
$1.39 Lb. 

$8.99 Lb. 

$4.69 Lb. 


Russer German Bologna 
Krakus Imported Ham 
Hormel Genoa Salami 
Russer Honey Maple Ham 
Russer Kielbasa Loaf 
Wampler Chicken Roll 
Store-Made Pasta Salad 


$1.69 Lb. 
$3.99 Lb. 
52.99 Lb. 
$3.99 Lb. < 
$2.89 Lb. 
$2.99 Lb. 
$1.99 Lb. 


DAIRY 


Hood 1% Low Fat Milk 
(Gallon) 

Grade “A” Jumbo Eggs 
(Dozen) 

Friendly Ice Cream 
(1/2 Gal.) 


52.19 


2 For $6.00 


PRODUCE 


Bananas 

California Strawberries (Pint) 
California Navel Oranges 
Hot House Tomatoes 
Onions (3 Lb. Bag) 

California Asparagus 
Florida Corn 


.49 Lb. 
$1.29 
$1.69 Doz. 
$1.39 Lb. 


$1.39 Lb. 
2 For .79 


SEAFOOD 


$3.69 Lb. 


$3.49 Lb. 


Frozen Swordfish Steaks 
Fresh Sea Scallops 
(Large Size) 


$4.99 Lb, 


$7.99 Lb, 


PLAY YOUR MEGABUCKS HERE 

Winning Lottery Tickets Cashed Daily 


Open 

Sundays 

8-5 


Prices Effective 

Mon., Apr. 30th - Sat., May 5th 
We Accept VISA & MasterCard 
We Accept USD A Food Stamps 


Not Responsible For Typographical Errors 


768 Main St, 
Agawam 

786-7476 


Tuesday & 

Wednesday Special .... 

Deutschmacher Natural 
Casing Hot Dogs (3 Lb. Box) 

$6.99 
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Agawam Library 
To Host Family 

Literacy Workshop 

The Agawam Public Library, with funding from the 
Community Partnership for Children Grant, will be 
host to a Family Literacy Workshop to be presented 
on Thursday, May 3rd from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Due to construction at the library, the workshop will 
be held at Bodurtha Hall of the Agawam Baptist 
Church, 760 Main Street (at the intersection of Main 
and Elm Sts.) in Agawam. 

The Lakeshore Learning Materials Company will 
present this workshop. The purpose of the evening 
will be to suggest ideas and activities which integrate 
literacy skills into everyday life for parents and chil¬ 
dren. 

Parents will take a peek into storytelling by looking 
at reading from another view. They will be given dif¬ 
ferent ideas to tell stories from fun, everyday experi¬ 
ences; using the front cover of a book; by visiting 
inside a book to read from pictures; and using house¬ 
hold objects. 

This workshop is suitable for both reading and non¬ 
reading parents. 

Instructions for activities will also be prsented dur¬ 
ing the workshop with suggestions for additional 
activities to be done at home. This workshop is appro¬ 
priate for parents of children three to six years-old, is 
free of charge, and open to all concerned parents. 

Registration is limited. Please call the library at 
789-1550 to reserve a spot. 
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Finally...AHS Diplomas For WWII Vets 


WORLD WAR II VETERANS (or their representatives) honored at “Operation Recognition” 
ceremonies held April 10th at Agawam High School are pictured before receiving diplomas. 
Back row (from left): Roger Kupec (accepting for his father, John William Kupec), Raoul Sands 
(accepting for his brother, Hubert E. Sands), Frank Andruss (accepting for his uncle, Clarence 
Joseph Andruss), William C. Neill, Michael Brunelle (AHS senior accepting for Gerald Bruno 
Forni), and Leno Repossi. Front row (from left): Stanley F. Backiel, Donald J. Campbell, Leo 
G. Tonelli, Ruth Dean (accepting for her husband, Frank E. Dean), and Warren H. Roberts. 
(Missing from photo: Prentiss R. Jenks, Jr. and Albert F. Lepore). 










For the best in local goods and services, be sure to check our clas¬ 


sifieds each and every week...AAN!!l 



Season 


Richard Stepanik Farms 

1033 Shoemaker Lane, Feeding Hills - 789-3869 _ 

Stop In And Browze Thru Our Nursery ... 

^ f Perennials - Annuals - 

a fe Shrubs - Bushes 

Cold Weather Crops And Plants 

jp jfcA Nice Selection Of 

Hanging Baskets 

Open Every Day 


MasterCard and VISA accepted 
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Operation Recognition At AHS 


WORLD WAR II VETERAN WARREN H. ROBERTS (left photo) receives his high school diploma from Mayor Richard A. Cohen. In right 
photo: Darcy Davis and the Memory Lane Chorus of the Agawam Senior Center perform at the Graduation Prom held April 10th in the Agawam 

High School cafeteria. “Operation Recognition” was an opportunity to honor Agawam’s WWII vets who left high school before receiving their 
diplomas to serve their country. 



WORLD WAR II VETERAN WILLIAM C. NEILL accepts his high school diploma (left photo) from Mayor Richard A. Cohen. In right photo: 

Agawam Postmaster Mark DeForge donated commemorative stamps to the veterans (or their representative) at “Operation Recognition” cere¬ 
monies held April 10th at Agawam High School. 



CLARENCE JOSEPH ANDRESS (deceased) was represented at “Operation Recognition” ceremonies bv his 
nephew Frank Andruss, who is seen receiving his uncle’s diploma (left photo) from Mayor Richard A. Cohen. In right photo: Marine Corps Site 
Support Element members at the ceremony included (from left) Cpl. Matt J. Biering, Sgt. Ed D’Antonio, Sgt. AdaL Ayriss, and Sgt. 41 iLcio 
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ACCEPTING DIPLOMAS AT “OPERATION RECOGNITION” are (from left) Mrs. Frank Dean (for her husband, a WWII veteran); Roger 










Presents WWII Vets With AHS Diplomas 


Kupec (for his father, WWII veteran William Kupec); and Raoul Sands, for his brother, WWII veteran Hubert E. Sands. 



ACCEPTING THEIR DIPLOMAS from Mayor Richard A. Cohen at “Operation Recognition” ceremonies are (from left) Leo G. Tonelli; AHS 


student Adam Escobar (who is entering the Marine Corps) for Prentiss R. Jenks, Jr.; and Leno Repossi. 



ACCEPTING THEIR DIPLOMAS from Mayor Richard A. Cohen at “Operation Recognition” ceremonies are (from left) Donald J. Campbell; 
Stanley F. Backiel; and AHS student Michael Brunelle (who is entering the Marine Corps), accepting for WWII veteran Gerald Bruno Forni. 
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More Donations From Agawam Lioness 



THE AGAWAM LIONESS CLUB continues to “spread the wealth” throughout the communi¬ 
ty by making donations to worthy causes. In left photo: Lioness President Rose Kieffer (far left) 
presents a check for $1,000 to Donna Campbell, chief librarian at the Agawam Public Library 


The Buells 
Celebrate 50th 
Wedding Anniversary 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bueii, formerly of Westfield, cel¬ 
ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on February 
3rd. They were married at Blessed Sacrament 
Church in Westfield on February 3, 1951. 

Mr. Buell is retired from Western Mass. Hospital 
(State Sanatorium). Mrs. Buell worked at Old Colony 
Envelope and as a homemaker. 

They have four children: Mary Banner of 
Phallbrook, California, Michael of Westfield, Kathleen 
of Agawam, and Lawrence of Springfield. They will 
travel to Cape Cod this fall (a gift from their children). 

The Buells also have six grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 

Stop & Shop To 

Host Annual Jimmy 
Fund Tag Sale 

The Feeding Hills Stop & Shop will be conducting 
its fourth Annual Tag Sale, Saturday, May 12th from 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 


(this money will be put towards the purchase of more large-print books and signers). In right 
photo: Kieffer (far right) is pleased to present a check for $450 to Candy Lash from the Parish 
Cupboard. 


“Caregivers Series” 
To Continue At 


St. Mary H.S. In Westfield 
Plans May 5th Auction 


All proceeds from the rental space fee will be 
donated to the Jimmy Fund to help fight cancer in chil¬ 
dren. 

There are a limited amount of spaces still avail¬ 
able. Please pick up an application at the service 
desk. 

Best local news with us, each week... 


Agawam Senior Ctr. 

The “Caregivers Series: Life Changes And 
Choices As We Age” will continue for the next two 
Wednesday evenings at the Agawam Senior Center 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. The goal of this series is to 
inform and educate both seniors and their families of 
senior living options, in-home care options, and sup¬ 
port services that are available in the community. 

As we enter the 21st century, previously unimag¬ 
ined numbers of people are growing to be very old in 
America. Increases in the number and proportions of 
the over-65 population represent the most dramatic 
change in American society in this century. 

While the entire population has tripled since the 
turn of the century, the absolute number of older per¬ 
sons (currently 33 million) has increased 11 fold. With 
this information in mind, it is imperative that elders 
and their families are kept updated on choices and 
changes in senior living options and in-home services 
and supports. 

The schedule of topics for the “Caregivers Series” 
goes like this: 

“Aging In Your Home” (Part B), May 2nd. 

* “Stavros Center: Adaptive Equipment For Hard 
Of Hearing” - presented by Peggy Dreger. 

* “Day Program For Elders” - presented by Linda 
Allen of the Weldon Center. 

* “Outreach Counseling" - presented by Diane 
Lewis of the Agawam Counseling Center. 

* “Visiting Nurse Association” - presented by Ellen 
Nepomuceno. 

“Health Services,” May 9th. 

* “Town Nurse” - presented by Sherry Petrucci. 

* "SHINE Representative” - presented by Trudy 
Ryzewicz. 

* “Veterans’ Services" - presented by Edward 
Kellogg. 

This series has been put together to help you and 
your family become more educated and informed as 
your make decisions in your future; please plan to 
attend. 

For further information about the “Caregivers 
Series," please contact Gail Freeman at 789-7199. 



St. Mary High School 
in Westfield will be hold¬ 
ing their annual auction 
on May 5th. This fundrais¬ 
er is a silent auction and 
fun auction event. 

There are great items ' 
up for bid, including a 
three-day trip to New 
Orleans, a week at a 
Cape Cod timeshare, Red 
Sox tickets, a large 
screen TV, as well as 
many other great items 
too numerous to mention. 

Many local businesses 
have sponsored or donat¬ 
ed to the auction. The 
auction takes place at the 
High School at 27 Bartlett 
St. in Westfield on 
Saturday, May 5th from 
5:00-9:00 p.m. 

Refreshments are also 
available. Come out for a 
fun time that will also ben¬ 
efit the school. 


For the best 

in local 

goods and 

services, be 

sure to 

check our 

classifieds 

each and 

every week... 

AANU 

* * * 
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AGAWAM RESIDENTS Penny DeForge and 
J. Paul Morin are looking forward to their 
60th reunion for Cathedral’s Class of 1941. 


Cathedral High 
Class Of 1941 
Plans Reunion 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

Calendar Of May 
Events From Agawam 
Golden Age Club (Ch. 2) 

* Sunday, April 29th through Saturday, May 5th: 
Bus trip to Myrtle Beach. 

* Wednesday, May 2nd: Regular meeting at 1:30 
p.m. at Agawam Senior Center. Entertainment provid¬ 
ed by the Do-Re-Me Singers. 

* Friday, May 4th through Sunday, May 13th: Air 

trip - Mackinac Island and Great Lakes. 

* Monday, May 14th: Bus trip to Mohegan Sun. 

* Wednesday, May 16th: Regular meeting at 1:30 
p.m. at Agawam Senior Center. Scholarship awards 
to be presented to three Agawam High students, and 
the Annual Memorial Service. Entertainment: guitar 
player Kevin Paul. 

* Thursday, May 31st: Bus trip to Warren, Rhode 
Island. Board the Vista Jubilee and enjoy a cruise of 
Narragansett Bay. Buffet brunch will be served on the 
boat. 

The membership booklet is being updated. If your 
dues are not current and you wish to maintain your 
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For The Fourth Year... 



Elm-Belcher Lodge A.F. & A.M. has begun, 



v,v<v • 


membership in Chapter 2, please remit your dues to 
Thelma Gardner, 57 Bessbrook Street, Feeding Hills, 
MA 01030. 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ 
new office at 23 Southwick 
Street, Feeding Hills (above 
Remillard Insurance), please 
note that our main entrance 
is in the back. Thank you... 


for the fourth year, the Adopt-A-Highway 
public service program to team-up and pick 
up litter along Route 57 from Route 75 West 
into Feeding Hills (approximately two miles). 
This program will be conducted once a month 
on Saturdays from April 15th through 
November 15th. MassHighway has installed 
signs along Route 57 recognizing Elm-Belcher 
Lodge for its efforts. This is one of the many 
community services done by the Masons. 


Class president Jim Foley and chairman Lucien 
Turmel and their committee have completed plans for 
the 60th reunion of the Cathedral High School Class 
of 1941. 

Mass will be celebrated in the Holy Spirit Chapel at 
St. Michael’s Cathedral on Friday, June 15th at 3:00 
p.m., followed by a social hour and dinner at Chateau 
Provost in the Fairview section of Chicopee. 

Invitations have been mailed. If you did not receive 
one, we have not been able to locate you. Please call 
Charlotte (Leahy) Reed at (413) 525-3580 or J. Paul 
Morin at (413) 786-9599. 


SPA. Is a magical 


name. A world where style and elegance combined 
with relaxation and rejuvenation creates a personal ambiance. A 
special place where one can escape from the fast pace of today’s 
world, even if only for a short while. 

Body ^raps 5/1/01 

/ jflj W (call for prices) 

f Facials $47 

j reg. $55 

I Therapeutic Massage 

/ dXUkM, reg. $50 

k' Manicure/Pedicure $40 

auf ~ Spa Manicure/ 

Spa Pedicure $65 

k\ V h. mg - $75 

Y v / Relax in our new spa pedicure chairs 


BB ^9 School St., Westfield, MA 

i|aj& fax or call in your order ahead of time 

. y Fax (413) 562-8704 

Phone (413) 562-8700 

Friday & Saturday, April 27th & 28th 

SPECIALS 

APPETIZER: 

Seafood Ratatouille - Scallops, shrimp and crab with chopped onions, garlic, yellow and green 
squash, red peppers, tomatoes and a tomato balsamic sauce. 

ENTREES: 

Swordfish a la Grilia - Grilled marinated swordfish with wild rice, fresh asparagus and a fresh 
tomato and cucumber salsa. 

Scalloppine of Veal with Fresh Spinach - Tender veal pounded thin and sauteed with sage 
and prosciutto topped with spinach finished with a sweet Marsala wine sauce. 


We’ve Moved! We’ve Changed! We’ve Grown! 

Better Than Ever! 

We have everything you’ve always wanted. 


I Thursday, April 26th - Classical Pianist Vadim 
Friday, April 27th - Guitar Vocalist Judy Simonds 
Saturday, April 28th - Pianist Natalie Borowiec 

- NOW ON MONDAYS 

Each Monday Night is Pasta Night gY 

Special Pasta Dinners & 
- EVERY TUESDAY IS 

Westfield Night FOR 

- NEW!! WEDNESDAY 

Steak Night $16. 


THE BEST TAN 
IN TOWN-TRY 
THE PEACOCK 


This special is in 
addition to our 
regular menu. 


The Cutting 

% 

Salon & 

y.DaySpa J 


• Faster Tanning 

• Cool and Comfortable 

• Sanitary Vertical 
Design 

CaH For Your Tan Today 

Tanning Pkg. 
Available 


28 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills Center 
(In the Crossroads Shops) 
(413) 789-6369 


Banquet & Function Facilities 
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Fri. 11:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Saturday 4:30-10:00 p.m. * Sunday 4:00-8:30 p.m. 

Secured Gift Certificates Available On-Line - www.schoolstreetbistro.com 
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m) Church News 

Weekly Activities At All Saints Parish 

St. Anthony of Padua Church; St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church 


Rev. William C. Rousseau, Administrator. 

St. Anthony of Padua Church, 108 Bridge St., 
Agawam; St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church, 74 
Bridge St., Agawam. 

Rectory: (413) 786-4451. 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday-Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., St. Theresa; 
Thursday, 7:00 p.m., St. Theresa; Friday & Saturday, 
9:00 a.m., St. Anthony; Saturday, 4:30 p.m., St. 
Theresa; Sunday, 8:30 a.m., St. Anthony; Sunday, 
11:00 a.m., St. Theresa; Holy Day Vigil, 6:00 p.m., St. 
Anthony; Holy Day, 9:00 a.m./6:00 p.m., St. Theresa; 
Rosary, one half-hour before daily Mass. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Thurs., Apr. 26th: 6:30 p.m., Rosary at St. 
Theresa's; 7:00 p.m., Mass at St. Theresa’s. Mass 
offered in memory of the deceased members of 
Thomas Coughlin. 

Fri., Apr. 27th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony's; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s. Mass offered for the 
people of the parish. 7:00 p.m., Confirmation at St. 
Anthony's. 

Sat., Apr. 28th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony's. Mass offered in 


memory of Shirley O’Cain; 4:30 p.m., Mass at St. 
Theresa's. Mass offered in memory of the Christopher 
and Pilegi families. 

Sun., Apr. 29th: 8:30 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s. 
Mass offered in memory of Carleton, Rosemary & 
Diane Pomeroy, and Ted Kusiak. Sanctuary Lamp will 
be lit this week at St. Anthony’s in memory of Jennie 
& Walter Meissner; 9:15 a.m., CCD grades K-6 meet 
in the Parish Education Center; 11:00 a.m., Mass at 
St. Theresa’s. Mass offered in memory of Beatrice 
Allard. Sanctuary Candle is lighted this week at St. 
Theresa's in memory of Martha Thompson. 

Mon., Apr. 30th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. 
Theresa's; 9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Theresa's offered in 
memory of Aldea Liberge; 6:00 p.m., Choir Rehearsal 
at St. Anthony’s for 8:30 and 11:00 choirs; 7:00 p.m., 
CCD meets in the Parish Education Center. 

Tues., May 1st: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Theresa’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Theresa’s. Mass offered in 
memory of Rick Reese; 7:00 p.m., Parish 

Commissions meeting in the Parish Hall. 

Wed., May 2nd: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. 
Theresa’s; 9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Theresa’s. Mass 
offered in memory of the deceased members of the 
St. Hilaire family. 


To Benefit The Jimmy Fund... 

Stop & Shop To Sponsor Spaghetti 


Dinner At F.H. 

A spaghetti dinner to benefit the Jimmy Fund, 
sponsored by the Feeding Hills Stop & Shop, will be 
held Friday, April 27th at the Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church, 21 North Westfield St. 

The dinner will be held from 5:00-8:00 p.m. Cost for 
adults is $5, $3 for children age two through 11, and 

* * * 


Congregational 

free for children under two. 

The menu will consist of spaghetti, meatballs, 
salad, bread & butter, dessert, and beverage. For 
tickets, call 789-2224 or stop by your Feeding Hills 
Stop & Shop. Tickets will also be available at the door. 

Please help children with cancer! 

t * * * 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 
any articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on 
Mondays. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... AANH! 


News & Events 
At St. John’s 
Parish In Agawam 

Religious Education News: The First 
Communion Retreat will not be held. There will be 
a special class for all GRADE 2 children from 9:00- 
10:00 a.m. on April 28th in the lower church. 

First Communion will be coming up on May 12th. 
There will be two Masses once again at 9:00 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. 

Religious Education classes for grades 1-10 
have been completed, with the exception of the 2nd 
graders who will be making their First Holy 
Communion in a few weeks. We take this opportunity 
to thank our teachers and aides who worked so dili¬ 
gently under the aegis of Annette Reynolds and Carol 
Flood to help these youngsters grow in the knowledge 
and love of their faith. We thank the parents who not 
only saw to the children’s attendance, but assisted 
them by the witness of their lives. While the formal 
classes are finished 'til September, the weekly atten¬ 
dance at Church continues. 

An Appeal for the CRY Room: Please save room 
in the Cry Room for out littlest members. Families 
with wee ones will appreciate your kindness. Maybe 
we can reserve the last pews in the church near this 
area for those who need this area, too. 

Over-60 Club Trips: - May 3rd: West Point and 
Roosevelt Mansion. Cost is $48 (includes luncheon, 
bus, tip). Bus leaves 7:00 a.m.; May 21st: Civic 
Center in Springfield ... Royal Highland Regiment of 
Canada - “The Black Watch.” Cost is $27 (includes 
show and transportation). Depart from St. John's at 
12:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Guild: The Annual Banquet will be Nlay 
1st at Storrowton. For reservations, call Barbara, 
786-7428, or Jean, 786-9451, by April 27th. 

Camp Holy Cross in Goshen: This Diocesan 
camp for boys and girls ages 8-15 has two sessions 
this summer: July 22n d-27th and July 29th-August 
3rd. Call the camp at 1-800-854-0003, ext. 811, or e- 
mail camoholvcross@diosprinafield.orQ . 

ADVERTISER NEWS 




Candles of Excellence - We Guarantee It! 

Pilgrim and Main Street Candles 

(All Related Specialty Gifts) 

Largest Selection Of Jar Toppers In The Area! 


- Buy A 


For 


Get A 3.1 ounce Newburv Candle FREE (reg. $2.99) 


10% SENIOR CITIZENS 
50% Off Greeting Cards 

New Hours 

Tuesday & Wednesday 10am-6pm, Thursday & Friday 10am-8prr 
Saturday 10am-5pm, Closed Sunday & Monday 

303 Springfield Street, Agawam 

519-2350 


DOYO 

U NEED TO DETOXIFY? 

1 

Before ^ 1 

E 

1 

ARE YOU OVERWEIGHT? 

• Lose 10-20 lbs in 28 days 


DO YOU OFTEN 
FEEL TIRED? 

• Detoxification will 
rid body of waste & increase energy. 


DO YOU HAVE 
CELLULITE? 

• lose 4-14 inches in 
one hour. 


START FEELING BETTER TODAY! 


CALL TODAY por your FREE Consultation 

413-569-1155 


Alternative Health Inc. 

A NATURAL APPROACH TO WEIGHT-LOSS. NUTRITION & WELL-BEING 

208 COLLEGE HIGHWAY, SOUTHWICK, MA 

(Gillette Corners) 


-April Scent Of The Month- 
35% Off - Carrot Cake 








And thats precisely what happened, restoration. We recall that Peter had denied that he 
ies Peter was confronted by people who was one of Jesus' followers three times. As Peter 
e was one of Jesus’ followers. Each time, recounted those denials, time and time again, no 
ied it. It nearly crushed Peter when the roos- doubt he wished that he could go back and turn those 
^ denials into testimonies. At the time Peter had con- 

•s Peter was so disappointed with himself sidered each encounter to be a confrontation between 
after Jesus had appeared to Peter and the adversaries, but in hindsight he probably thought of 
e disciples following His resurrection, that them as opportunities to testify that the true Light 
couldn’t forgive himself. The disciples were that shines on everyone had come into the world. 
anging out, when Peter said, “I’m going He came into His own world, but His own nation 
Peter wasn’t speaking about a recreational did not welcome Him. Yet some people accepted 
3 was saying in essence, “I'm going back to Him and put their faith in Him. So He gave them 

other words, he was going back to his old the right to be children of God. 

e Peter thought he had blown it, and that Three times Peter had the opportunity to acknowl- 
igh Jesus was alive again, he, Peter, was edge that He knew Jesus; that he was in fact Jesus' 

friend. After that first denial, Peter had an opportunity 
The other disciples joined Peter in going back to to make it right concerning his friend, but he failed Him 
work. Perhaps they were despondent, too; after all, again. Peter even had a third chance, but he still 

failed. One wonders if Jesus had that in mind, when 
up with them at the shore, after they had had a bad He was speaking with Peter that morning. It seems 
night, not catching anything. He told them where to likely that Jesus, in asking Peter three times to affirm 
catch the fish, and they hauled in a boatload. In fact, his love and friendship with Jesus, was giving Peter 

there were so many fish, that somebody thought to three opportunities to undo what he had done, 

count them. There were 153 large fish in the net! In truth, some of the people we disappoint will 

When Jesus and His disciples had finished eat • never forgive us, never let us get past our failure. A 
“Peter, do you love Me?" Peter stockbroker visiting his brother at his deathbed was 
Yes Lord, You know I do. ” “Then feed asked by his dying brother, “Why did you have me buy 

that stock?” It was one of the few stocks that had gone 
down. It had been purchased at least 30 years previ¬ 
ously. But the one brother would never let the other 
brother off the hook, not even from his deathbed. 

Even if people won’t let us off the hook, God will. 
God wants to. The Bible says that God is not willing 
that any should perish, and He is giving more time 
for sinners to repent. Christianity is sometimes 
called “the religion of second chances.” Since each of 
us have disappointed at least one person at some 


Reflections ... 

submitted by 

Rev. Peter Monahan 
Pastor of the New Life 
Christian Church, 

Suffield, CT 
(413) 789-1377 or 
toll free (877) 643-9801 


Have You Ever sor1 

fist 

Disappointed Someone? acti 

Have you ever let someone down so badly that you wor 
thought there was no way you could ever make it up *'* e - 
to them? We review the event over and over in our eve 
minds, wishing we had done things differently. But out 
each time the story ultimately plays out the way it did 
the first time, and we are left in a state of disappoint¬ 
ment. We've disappointed a special person. We’ve each of them had deserted Jesus as well. Jesus met 
disappointed ourselves. 

The man known by many as the Apostle Peter, or 
Saint Peter, was just such a man. He had disappoint¬ 
ed the one Person He had promised to not disappoint. 

Just before He was arrested and led off to be cruci¬ 
fied, Jesus said to His disciples, “During this very 
night, all of you will reject Me, as the Scriptures ing, He asked, 
say, 7 will strike down the shepherd, and the answered, 

sheep will be scattered. Peter spoke up, “Even if My lambs, ” Jesus said. Jesus asked him a second 

all the others reject You, I never will!” No doubt time, “Peter, do you love Me?" Peter answered, 

Peter meant every word he said. When the soldiers “Yes Lord, You know I love You!” “Then take care 

came for Jesus, Peter tried to defend Him. Peter had of My sheep, ” Jesus told him. Jesus asked a third 

brought along a sword. He now pulled it out and time, “Peter, do you love Me?" Peter was hurt 

struck at the servant of the high priest. The ser- because Jesus asked him three times if he loved 

vant’s name was Malchus, and Peter cut off his Him. So he told Jesus, “Lord, You know every- 

right ear. thing. You know that I love You.” Jesus replied, 

In spite of Peter’s best intentions, Jesus’ words “Feed My sheep.” 
proved true. When Peter had sworn his allegiance, There is some speculation about exactly what was 
Jesus replied, “Ipromise you that before a rooster going on in this encounter between Jesus and Peter, time, not to mention disappointing God, that's a very 

crow’s tonight, you will say three times you don’t Among other things, perhaps this is a story about comforting thought. 


Good Buys At First Baptist Church’s Trading Post 


The Trading Post is open every Wednesday from dition. All incoming clothing and accessories must be 
10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. It is located in the basement clean and should be neatly folded or on hangers. All 
of The F\rst Baptist Church of Agawam. incoming clothing items should be relevant to the cur- 

The Trading Post is a 50/50 consignment shop, rent season; spring and summer items are now being 
New items are accepted every Wednesday from accepted. 

10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Come in and see all the great selections available. 

All incoming items must be clean and in good con- There is something for everyone in the family ... from 


the youngest to the oldest! 

Come in to browse or visit, look for the great deals 
and sale items, and stay for the conversation and fel¬ 
lowship that can only be found when you are at The 
Trading Post of The First Baptist Church of Agawam. 

We're always glad to see you! 


For businesses/services, our classified ads cost just $15 per week for 30 
words or less; for all other classifieds, the cost is $10. However, we DO NOT 
take them over the telephone. Please bring them to our office at 23 Southwick 
Street, Feeding Hills Center (above Remillard Insurance Agency), or mail 
them (along with payment) to P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


ARE YOU DUE FOR A FINANCIAL REVIEW? 



CALL PETER E. CASSELL, CLU, ChFC 

Registered Investment Advisor 

(413) 734-6440 

“Financial analysis and solutions since 1987” 


Who Is Like Him? 

Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity. -Micah 7:18 


I know a young woman who refuses to believe that she can be forgiven of her sins .because, as she says, 
"God wouldn't want someone like me." She recognizes the stain of her immoral conduct, but she doesn't 
realize the wonder of God's grace! 

Actually, no one can fully comprehend God's grace, but like the prophet Micah we can marvel at it and 
rejoice. Although he sorrowfully recounted the sins of his people, Micah went on to acknowledge the 
Lord's goodness (7:1-20). And he expressed confidence in God's promise to forgive and bless His people 
(w. 18-20). 

God’s people today have even more reason to praise Him. Micah didn't realize that God's Son would one 
day become a human being, live a sinless life, and pay the price for our sins on the cross. He didn't know 
that Jesus would break the power of death and live in heaven^as our Advocate until we join Him there. 
And Micah couldn't read Paul's yet unwritten exclamation, "If God is for us, who can be against us? He 
who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things?” (Rom. 8:31-32). 

In the words of Micah, we can say with confidence and adoration, "Who is a God like You?" -HVL 

He left His Father's throne above , 

So free, so infinite His grace! 

Emptied Himself of all but love 
And bledfor Adam's helpless race. -Wesley 

The God of all grace makes saints out of the worst of sinners. 
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Heart Church In Feeding Hills 
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News & Notes 
From F. Hills 
Congregational 

You are welcome to join with us at the Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church, which is located at 21 N. 
Westfield Street in Feeding Hills. Our Third Sunday of 
Easter Service of Worship begins at 10:00 a.m. 
Lector this week is Sue Boisvert. Children are invited 
to attend worship with adults, and they will leave at a 
designated time for Sunday School. Nursery care is 

provided for the very young. 

★ * * 

Join us for a spaghetti supper on April 27th from 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. to benefit the Jimmy Fund. To pur¬ 
chase tickets, call 789-2224 or stop by your Feeding 
Hills Stop & Shop. Tickets will also be available at the 
door. Prices: $5 for adults, $3 for children 2-11, and 
free for children under 2. The menu will include 
spaghetti, meatballs, salad, bread & butter, dessert, 
and beverage. 

it h h 

HIT THE ROAD - Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser. 
Includes a limousine scavenger hunt, 5:45 to 7:00 
p.m.; dinner provided by Outback Steakhouse at 7:00 
p.m. with live professional entertainment from NYC; a 
silent auction of donated prizes of many kinds. This 
takes place Thursday, April 26th, at the Civic Center. 
For reservations, call 739-5503. The whole package 

is $125, or dinner and silent auction for $50. 

★ ★ * 

On the calendar: 

Thurs., Apr. 26th: 3:00 p.m., Girl Scouts; 7:00 
p.m., AA; 7:00 p.m., Church of Redemption. 

Fri., Aprl 27th: 5:00 p.m., Spaghetti Supper. 

Sun., Apr. 29th: 10:00 a.m., Worship; 12:00 noon, 
Church of Redemption. 

Mon., Apr. 30th: 3:30 p.m., Girl Scouts; 6:30 p.m., 
Cub Scouts. 

Tues., May 1st: 3:00 p.m., Girl Scouts; 7:00 p.m., 
AA; 7:30 p.m., Council. 

Wed., May 2nd: 3:30 p.m., Girl Scouts; 6:30 p.m., 
Girl Scouts; 6:30 p.m., Confirmation; 7:30 p.m., Choir. 

Thurs., May 3rd: 3:00 p.m., Girl Scouts; 7:00 p.m., 
AA; 7:00 p.m., Church of Redemption. 

First Baptist 
Playgroup 
Has Openings 

The Parent/Child Playgroup, which is sponsored 
by First Baptist Church, currently has openings avail¬ 
able for preschool children (and their parents). This 
group meets several times during the week at the 
home of Sandra Taft-Fairlie in Feeding Hills. 

The main focus of the Playgroup is to provide fel¬ 
lowship for the children as well as their parents. The 
children have free playtime, a light snack, creative 
playtime (arts & crafts), and then quiet time/clean-up. 
This Playgroup allows the children to have social 
interaction with their peers while in the comforting 
presence of their parents. It also provides a time of 
fellowship and friendship for the parents. 

If you are interested in obtaining further information 
regarding this wonderful program, or if you would like 
to sign-up to attend, please contact the church office 
at 786-7300 or Sandra Taft-Fairlie at 786-6277. The 
Playgroup is free of charge and space is limited, so 
sign-up today! 

* * if 

“Church News” is just one 
more reason why you turn our 
pages each and every week... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Religious Education 

Classes for Religious Education have ended for 
this year. Registration for the 2001-2002 Religious 
Education year for grades one through 11 and the 
I Am Special program will be as follows: 

Sat., May 19th, after the 4:00 p.m. Mass; Sun., 
May 20th, after the 7:30, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m. Masses; 
Mon., May 21st, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Tues., May 
22nd, 11:00 A.M.-3:00 p.m.; Wed., May 23rd, 6:00- 
8:00 p.m.; Thurs., May 24th, 6:00-8:00 p.m.; Fri., 
May 25th, 11:0.0 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Sat., May 26th, after 
the 4:00 p.m. Mass; Sun., May 27th, after the 7:30, 
9:00, & 11:00 a.m. Masses. 

Registration for the Sacred Heart Summer Camp 
will also be taken at the times above. The Summer 
Camp is from July 30th-August 3rd. 

First Communion 

First Communion will take place on Saturday, 


May 12th is the date of our Mother and Daughter 
Brunch, which will begin at 11:00 a.m. at the church. 
Don’t miss out if you have no mother or daughter; 
bring a relative or a close friend. This promises to be 
a wonderful time. 

This Friday, April 27th, is our monthly potluck din¬ 
ner, which begins each month at 6:30 p.m. Bring your 
favorite dish and a bottle of soda or juice and join the 
fun and fellowship. 

We have all been cleaning our basements and 
attics to get ready for our tag sale on May 18th and 
19th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Many items - from 
clothing, household items, baby items, and much 
more - are being stored to prepare for this event. 
There will also be furniture, tools, toys, and so much 


May 5th at10:00a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 1:00 p.m. First 
Communion practices will be as follows: Saturday, 
April 28th, with parent - 10:00 Group, 10:00 a.m.; 
11:30 Group, 11:30 a.m.; 1:00 p.m., Group, 1:00 p.m.; 
Wednesday, May 2nd Oust student) - 10:00 Group, 
4:00-5:00 p.m.; 11:30 Group, 5:00-6:00 p.m.; 
Thursday, May 3rd Oust student) - T.00 Group, 4:00- 
5:00 p.m. 

Sacred Heart Athletic Association 

Spring has finally arrived! It’s that time of year to 
raise funds for the Sacred Heart Athletic Association. 
The Association is looking for sponsors to advertise 
on its athletic fields’ billboards, and donations. Please 
ask your local Agawam businesses to help support 
our boys and girls in our baseball and softball 
leagues. If you would like more information on how to 
help, please contact Edward Taupier at 786-0271. 


it’s hard to list.We hope to see all at the church (360 
Shoemaker Lane - next to the bus company). 

In the not-so-distant future, we will be holding bal¬ 
let classes for anyone who is interested. We are still 
unsure of the day of the week they will be held, but 
information will be available soon. 

Monday nights are still being filled with the class 
“The Life of Christ." The evening class is well worth 
attending, and is so full of information that most of us 
are totally unaware of the fact that each week is antic¬ 
ipated as being better than the last. Class begins at 
6:30 p.m. and is done by 8:00 p.m. The atmosphere is 
very informal, but the room is full of friends eager for 
the next tidbit of information to be taught. We hope to 
see you there. 


Nocturnal Adoration Society To Meet May 4th 

The Nocturnal Adoration Society of Agawam and Blessed Sacrament, Friday, May 4th from 7:00-11:00 
West Springfield will meet at Saint Theresa’s Church p.m. All are invited to come and spend an hour in 
in Agawam to conduct and pray the Office of the Eucharistic Adoration 

Please remember to patronize your local businesses... 


Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 

Agawam Federal 
Credit Union 


Call Today For Further Information 
Concerning Terms And Rates - 786-2100 


Mon. - Tues. - Wed. 9-4 
Thurs. - Fri. 9-5 




4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 


Announcements From Faith Bible Church 
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On Sunday, April 29th at 10:30 a.m., there will be a 
Praise & Worship under the direction of Ellen Cogan. 
The service will include many of the Contemporary 
Praise and Worship songs, including a hymn sing. 
There will be a Youth Group meeting for Grades K-4 
following the morning service. Please see Jessica 
Hansen (786-6660). 

At the service, Katie Gallagher will be confirmed 
Also, a presentation will be made for the upcoming 
Pioneer Valley Festival with Luis Palau set for May 
18th and 19th at the Springfield Civic Center. The 
members of the church will be asked to make a con¬ 
tribution to the festival. 

There is childcare available for infants and toddlers 
and Sunday School for all ages. Also, following the 
service there is a fellowship hour in Bryan Hall. Pastor 
Earl and his wife, Barbara, are also members of the 
Order of St. Luke and will be available for prayer after 
the service. 

* * * 

THE COMING WEEK... 

Tuesday - 7:45 a.m.: Men are invited to join the 
“Men’s Prayer Time,” which meets at 7:45 a.m. each 
Tuesday morning. We read from the devotional guide 
Upper Room for meditation and discussion, with time 
for coffee and fellowship. This is a great time for men 
to come together and be strengthened 


The Annual Choir Festival, sponsored by the 
Pioneer Valley United Methodist Cluster, was held last 
Sunday afternoon (April 22nd) in the church sanctu¬ 
ary. A highlight of the program was the combined 
anthem, directed by Agawam's Love Ashton and 
accompanied by Rick Jagodowski. Five area choirs 
presented two anthems each in an uplifting and inspir¬ 
ing program. The Hymn Sing was accompanied by 
the Mostly Methodist Band , a nine-piece bass ensem¬ 
ble directed by the Rev. Carl Siktberg of West 
Srpingfield. 

Light refreshments were most welcome on that 
very warm afternoon, served by Edith Michaud and 
her committee - Chieko Rivers, Elsie Logan, Louise 
Lisee, Lillian Haidemenos, and Thelma Kerr. Bob 
Rivers and Paul Rachek ushered. Thanks to everyone 
who helped from the many churches (singers, direc¬ 
tors, and accompanists). 


Tuesday - 7:00 p.m.: Deacons' Meeting. 

Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.: Healing and Prayer 
Service. Rev. Earl will be teaching on the Healing 
Ministry of Jesus Christ. After the service, prayer will 
be available. 

*** 

May 9th: “CHRIST HEALS TODAY” - EMOTIONAL 
HEALING. Order of St. Luke Ecumenical Healing 
Service to be held at Lighthouse Christian Center (for¬ 
merly Crossroads Christian Fellowship), 522 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills (across from Stan's Soft 
Serve), 821-0937. 

The service will include praise, worship, teaching 
and healing prayer, which includes anointing and the 
laying on of hands for healing. Guest speaker will be 
Bonnie Reiff, Counselor of Crossroads Counseling 
Center. Come out and be healed today. Christ is still 
healing today. He wants us to be whole: mentally, 

emotionally, physically, and spiritually. 

★ * * 

Members of the community are invited to par¬ 
ticipate in all the church events. For further infor¬ 
mation, the church office is open from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. every weekday; call 786-7111. 


Also on Sunday, April 22nd, we also welcomed 
Dylan Cassidy, son of Sean Cassidy and Jennifer 
Schebel, into our church family through the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. The Godparents are Amy 
& William Miller. May God's blessings be with Dylan 
and his family! 

Sunday, April 29th: Celebration of the Third 
Sunday of Easter. “Breakfast On The Beach” will be 
Rev. Walter Woitasek’s sermon topic based on the 
Gospel lesson from John 21:1-14. The choir will sing 
"Rejoice, The Lord Is King” by Lani Smith. The church 
building is handicap-accessible, and child care is 
always available. All are welcome! 

Monday: 6:30 p.m., A.A. 

Tuesday: 1:00 p.m., Choir Rehearsal. 

Friday: Cub Scout Pack #85. 

Saturday: 10:30 a.m., A.A. 
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The Good News 
From First 
Baptist Church 

The First Baptist Church of Agawam is located at 
760 Main St., Agawam. Our telephone number is 
(413) 786-7300 and our e-mail address is 
FirstBaptistAawm@aol.com . The church office is 
open from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

We invite you to come and join us at The First 
Baptist Church of Agawam on Sunday, April 29th at 
9:30 a.m. for our morning worship service. We will be 
celebrating Women’s Sunday, and we will be led by 
our guest speaker, Karen Rucks, who is the Director 
of The Council of Churches in Springfield, MA. The 
Scripture Reading will be from Luke 1 verses 46-58. 
The Scripture Reading will be followed by Ms. Ruck’s 
sermon, which is entitled “The Heart of a Woman.” 

CLEAN-UP A GREAT SUCCESS: 

On Saturday, April 21st, the Property Committee 
held a special Clean-Up Day, which enabled all the 
volunteers to work together to help make First Baptist 
Church a more welcoming, friendly, and cleaner 
place. We would like to take this opportunity to say 
thank you to all those church members and their fam¬ 
ilies who volunteered their time and energy to make 
this clean-up effort a great success. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Thurs., Apr. 26th: Remember, this is the deadline 
to make your reservation to attend the Celebration in 
Honor of Scott Thomson, Choir Director, for his 25 
years of dedication and music leadership at First 
Baptist Church. Tickets can be purchased from Nancy 
Barber (786-9498), Lynda Dalla Pegorara (786- 
1993), Marianne Tompkins (786-6197), or Jennie 
Oyola (783-9774). 

Sun., Apr. 29th: From 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., the mem¬ 
bers of the First Baptist Church Caring Connection 
will be hosting an Ice Cream & Fruit Social for the 
“Over 60’s” in Davis Hall. Please contact the church 
for further details. 

Mon., Apr. 30th - 7:00 p.m.: There will be a meet¬ 
ing held in Davis Hall for all members of the Church 
Fair Committee. All Committee members who are 
able to attend are encouraged to do so. 

Wed., May 2nd: There will be a mid-week prayer 
time at 7:15 a.m. Please contact the church office for 
further details. 


News From Agawam United Methodist 


If you have dropped off any photos to our office for Boy Scout activities, church events, 
etc., please pick them up after they appear in The Agawam Advertiser News... 


ALAN L. FERRIGNO 

Attorney at Law 
546 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 

( 413 ) 786-9454 

* Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 

* Wrongful Discharge from Employment 

* Business Organization/Litigation 

* Incorporation 

* Estate/Medicaid Planning/Wills 

* DWI Defense 

Over 23 years professional experience 


Family Dentistry 

Gentle, Caring Dentistry At An Affordable Price 

Michael J. Calabrese 
D.M.D., M.S. 

* Cleaning/Filling 

* Crown & Bridge 

* Root Canal Treatment 

* Cosmetics/Aesthetics 

* Dentures 

* Periodontal Care 


Evening & Saturday Appointments Available 
24-Hour Answering Service 

850 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills 

786-0555 
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Vermette Auto Body 
Looking Forward 
To New Home 


Don Vermette, owner of Vermette Auto Body, Inc., 
was sitting back on his office chair early Monday 
morning, preparing for what shaped up as another 
busy day at his growing auto body shop, located in 
cramped quarters on Silver Street, next to Lucia 
Lumber Company. 

Don’s days at this site are numbered. And he can’t 
wait for the change. 

Just down the road a bit on Garden Street, across 
the street from the entrance to the Springfield 
Turnverein (and adjacent to the Rte. 57 on-ramp), 
Don's new facility, all 5,100 square feet of it, is mov¬ 
ing along nicely, with an occupancy date sometime 
during the upcoming summer. 

Vermette Auto Body has been at its present Silver 
Street address for all of its 22 years in business. The 
building is small, just 2,600 square feet. “Although my 
new facility is modest in terms of the industry, for me, 
this will be a huge improvement," Don related. 

Actually, Don’s termed “huge improvement” has 
been in the planning stage for the past eight years 
and it came closer to reality when he put a down pay¬ 
ment on the 1.7 acre lot on Garden Street back in 
August 1997. He admits that he moved cautiously 
before fully committing to the plan, but as soon as he 
finally closed on the property last fall, he broke ground 
for the new facility almost immediately. 

“I really would have liked to have done this back in 
1993, but things didn’t exactly go as planned. I was 
very fortunate to have the ability to keep my business 
growing on Silver Street and at the same time, con¬ 
tinue to maintain quality repairs. As we get closer to 
actually moving over to Garden Street, I am very 
excited about our prospects," Don added. 

And the prospects for Vermette Auto Body indeed 
look most promising. The new building will feature 
three overhead bay doors; a much larger working 
area that could double his output with basically the 
same amount of employees; a heated, down draft 
spraying booth; a small waiting area for customers; a 
much larger office; and an indoor wash bay to clean 
customers’ cars - at his current shop, cars can only be 
cleaned outdoors. 

Getting to Vermette Auto Body will be much easier 
as well. Not that Silver Street is out of the way, but 
because his current building sits on the property’s 
back side, the only way in is via a long, dirt driveway. 

“Finally, we will have a paved parking lot. It’s been 
a dust bowl and a mud bowl all these years. I think my 
current customers will have a big laugh about this 
because they know the headaches this has caused 
us over the years and very soon, it will be a thing of 
the past," Don told us. 

The thing of the future for Vermette Auto Body is 
Don’s major theme when asked to describe his new 
facility in a few words - “clean, well laid out, customer 
friendly, and professionally efficient. 

“When people think about auto body shops, they 
usually think of auto parts lying all over the place and 
lots of dust and grime. I have tried hard to keep the 
Silver Street shop as clean as possible over the 
years, but now the business has outgrown itself and 
our new building is something all of us here will be 
proud of," Don added. 

At this point, Don remains uncertain about expand¬ 
ing his staff of five employees (including himself and 
his brother, Rejean), although he would not rule out 
adding a few skilled technicians to the operation to 
keep up with customer demand. 

Don resides in Feeding Hills with his wife, Becky, 
and two children - Rachel, 14, a freshman at Agawam 
High School, and Paul, 11, who attends the Agawam 
Middle School. 


Please patronize your 
local businesses... 



THE NEW HOME OF VERMETTE AUTO BODY is currently under construction on Garden 
Street in Feeding Hills. The 5,100 square-foot structure is located across the street from the 
entrance to the Springfield Rirnverein and adjacent to the Route 57 on-ramp. 


Bitzas Receives Award From Enfield Store 



AGAWAM TOWN COUNCILOR GEORGE BITZAS (second from the left), who is a profes¬ 
sional interior designer, received an award for high achievement at the Stickley company’s 
Enfield store during a recent ceremony held at the company’s headquarters in Syracuse, New 
York. From left: Mary Lou Sweeper (Enfield store manager), Bitzas, and firm owners Aminy, 
Alfred, and Edward Audi. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Our “Spotlight On Business” is just one more 
reason why you turn our pages each and 
every week... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Search the Web for the best deals AND Support your local businesses! 



Over 125 Listings, Is your business listed? Rates as low as $10! 

www.AqawamBusiness.com 
You can now view Archives of the Agawam News! 


RCI 




Presented By Raiche Consultants Inc. To add a link to your Agawam 
business or to inquire about advertisement opportunities call today 789-4110 
or e-mail Agawam@RaicheConsultants.com 
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Safe Travel With Infants & Children 


Domestic 
Law Issues... 

From The Law Offices Of 
Patricia M. Hebert, P.C. 
360 Springfield Street 
Agawam 
(413) 786-2211 

Representing Yourself In Divorce 


Legal 

Memo 

by 

Alan L. Ferrigno, Esq. 
546 Springfield St., F.H. 
(413) 786-9454 



Insurance 



Travel 

Talk... 


by Lori Keeley, CTC 
Travel Connections, LTD 
10 Chestnut Street 
West Spfld., MA 01089 






(413) 732-1313 


(Part 1 of 2) 

The following article was submitted to me by my 
good friend, Mary Joe Safford RN, BSN. Mary Jo runs 
the Travel medicine clinic at Baystate Medical Center 
and wanted to share this information with anyone that 
may be travelling soon with infants and children. 

Mary Jo is currently working towards her nurse 
practitioners license and wrote this paper for one of 
her classes. 

Please e-mail me at Ikeelev40@hotmail.com to 
share your comments or ask a travel-related ques¬ 
tion. Travel Connections, LTD has great summer spe¬ 
cials to Las Vegas, Cancun, and Aruba! 

Call our office today at 413-732-1313. 

*** 

International travel offers children life-enhancing 
experiences that may broaden them educationally, 
socially, and culturally. Parents appropriately worry 
about their children; some are concerned with the 
journey itself, others fret about what will happen once 
they arrive at their destination. Will the food be suit¬ 
able and safe? Is the water safe to drink? Are there 
tropical diseases to worry about? Are special shots 
needed? 


Question: I am representing myself in a divorce 
action. My wife has hired an attorney to represent her. 

I may not know all about divorce law, but I believe I 
can communicate what I want to her attorney. One 
problem that I am having is that her attorney told me 
I cannot use my fax machine to serve notice of 
motions. Is this accurate? 

Answer: You are someone referred to as a pro se 
litigant. This means that you are representing yourself 
without an attorney. A plaintiff or a defendant in a 
divorce action can be pro se. The term “pro se” is a 
Latin work meaning “for yourself.” 

As a pro se litigant, it is necessary to comply with 
rules of conduct, preparation of pleadings, and rules 
of court. These are the same rules that bind any other 
litigant, including those represented by an attorney. 

As per Standing Order 2-97, Service, of the 
Probate and Family Court Department of the Trial 
Court, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, “Serving by 
facsimile or other electronic or telephonic transmittal 
is not service in the meaning of Mass.R.Dom.Rel.P. 5 
unless expressly permitted by a specific rule for a 
specific purpose, by order of the court for cause 
shown, or pursuant to a written stipulation of the par¬ 
ties allowing for service by facsimile.” This order has 
been effective since November 1, 1997. 


Motor Vehicle - Surcharge 

Where the defendant Board of Appeal on Motor 
Vehicle Liability Policies and Bonds has upheld an 
insurance company’s decision to impose a surcharge 
on a plaintiff motorist’s policy, the Board’s decision 
must be reversed, as it is not supported by evidence 
that the plaintiff was more than 50 percent at fault for 
an accident. 

“Fault” Issue 

The evidence contained in the administrative 
record and cited by the Board in support of the...pre¬ 
sumption of fault and of its decision comes chiefly 
from the plaintiff operator. The Board’s finding and 
decision is that the plaintiff operator made a left turn 
apparently across the path of a vehicle operating in 
the right of two southbound lanes and collided with 
this vehicle for which his insurer made a payment in 
excess of $500.00. 

However, the plaintiff contends, and so stated in 
his record statements, that the claimant operator had 
been behind a pickup truck in the left lane when the 
truck operator waved the plaintiff across, and, appar¬ 
ently without seeing the wave, or impatiently, the 
claimant operator moved out of the left lane, into the 
right, crossing a solid line between those two lanes at 
or near the intersection and entered the intersection 


take these measures: 

* Schedule an appointment to see your pediatri- 
rian/nurse practitioner to: 

- review any specific skin problems (excema might 
flare in tropical settings) 

- review food allergies (special diets may not be 
available) 

- review sinus/ear problems (may be triggered by 
air travel and may need decongestants) 

- review immunizations (update all routine immu¬ 
nizations, if needed) 

- renew prescriptions for known/chronic medical 
conditions 

* Consider seeing a practitioner who specializes in 
travel medicine, who will: 

- determine and administer any special vaccina¬ 
tions based on your child’s health and travel itinerary 

- provide appropriate malaria prevention behaviors 
and medication prescriptions 

- discuss risk factors and ways to reduce hazards 
associated with travel, which may include: 

AIR FLIGHTS 

- Infants less than two weeks old should not travel 
by air, as lungs are not completely expanded. 

- Although federal safety standards allow children 
under two years of age to sit in the adult’s lap, it is 
strongly encouraged that a reserved seat is pur¬ 
chased for the child, and the child flies in his/her car 

seat. 

- Have infants suck bottle, breast, or pacifier during 
descent to force open custachian tubes. Children can 
be encouraged to chew gum, swallow, or yawn. 

niAPFRS/SKIN RASHES 


- Disposable diapers may be difficult to find in 
developing countries. 

- If cloth diapers are used and hung outside to dry, 
it is important to IRON the diapers before using them. 
In South American and African countries, certain flies 
lay e gg S onto the fabric, which can penetrate the skin 
of the child. Ironing will destroy the eggs. 

- Impetigo, scabies, and superinfected insect bites 
will be more likely to occur in children living in tropical, 
rurai settings. Your provider may wish to prescribe 
medication for this. 

Continued next week... 



What To Do When Your 
Home Is Shown... 


* Turn on all your lights, including the outside 
entrance, even during the daytime. 

* Turn off the TV. 

* Put out fresh flowers, your best towels, and a nice 
tablecloth and accessories. 

* Try to leave when the sales associate brings a 
buyer over, so the buyer feels free to ask questions or 
to linger. If you stay, be polite but let the sales associ¬ 
ate handle the questions. 

* Call PAM SAVIOLI for additional tips and your 
free brochure, “How To Sell Your Home.” 

PAM SAVIOLI is a full-time professional Realtor 
with over 14 years of experience. Call Pam at (413) 
748-7565 with any real estate questions or check 
her web site at htto://Damsavioli.realtor.com . 

Advertiser News 


while the plaintiffs left turn was nearly completed. 

Indeed, the physical damage to the plaintiffs vehi¬ 
cle was to its right rear. There is no record evidence 
that contradicts the plaintiff’s version of the accident, 
especially the original location of the claimant vehicle 
when the plaintiff began his left turn and entered the 
intersection. 

There is no evidence that the police officer who 
gave the plaintiff a ‘warning’ was an eyewitness; it 
was likely based on his assessment of versions he 
heard at the scene. The claimant operator had a duty 
to observe the rules of the road as well as the plaintiff 
and the record amply shows that the claimant opera¬ 
tor to have made an illegal lane change and failed to 
yield the intersection to the plaintiff who was well into 
and almost completed his turn prior to the claimant 
having entered the intersection. 

“The administrative record does not support the 
decision of the Board that the plaintiff was more than 
50% at fault for causing the accident. The plaintiff has 
rebutted the presumption cited as supporting the 
imposition of the surcharge. The decision of the 
Board being insufficiently supported, it is hereby 
vacated.” 

Attorney Alan L. Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
Massachusetts 01030. If you have a legal ques¬ 
tion, Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 



Sponsored by Shooting Star Dance Center | r ^ J 

297 Springfield Street 

Agawam. MA I 

Summer Theatre Program villi begin 
on Tuty Htb. Open to all ehiMren 
over the age of seven. 

Designed to Enhance Reading Comprehension, 
Promote Self-Esteem & Increase Self- Confidence 

Sign up early! Space will be llmitedl 

For information, call 786-0660 
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Time/Design In 
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The Easter Bunny Just Loves This Kid... 


Agawam Now Offering 
Hand-Held Scanners 

Time/Design of Agawam announces the expansion 
of our information management line to include the 
QuickLink Pen from Wizcom. As the international 
leader in time management and productivity, 
Time/Design recognizes the importance of accurately 
and efficiently collecting, archiving, and maintaining 
the vast amounts of information being presented to 
individuals today. 

Responding to the need for new tools to manage 
information, Time/Design has expanded their varied 
product line to include Wizcom’s newest creation, the 
QuickLink Pen. This amazing three-ounce device 
serves to scan information from books, newspapers, 
magazines, and articles as easily as one would use a 
highlighter! 

Designed for left- or right-hand use, the pen offers 
a compact, ergonomic design and simple controls for 
effortless scanning, storing, managing, and transfer¬ 
ring of data. The 2MG memory chip in the pen can 
store up to 1,000 pages of information in a built-in 
address book, Internet link file, table builder, or any 
user-defined file. 

Information stored in the QuickLink Pen can then 
be transferred to the user’s PC, laptop, hand-held 
device, or text-enabled cellular phone. The QuickLink 
Pen, much like the award-winning Time/Design 
Management System, is multi-lingual, making its intu¬ 
itive design even more versatile. 

For more information on the availability of this 
amazing product, contact Time/Design productivity 
consultants toll-free at 800-637-9942 or visit them on 
the web at www.timedesian.com . 



LITTLE QUINCY BUTLER knew exactly how to get plenty of kudos from the Easter Bunny 
over at Richard Stepanik Farms the day before Easter Sunday; he brought the Bunny a giant 


carrot for a snack. Quincy is being held by her mother, Jenna Butler. Advertiser News photo by Kathy 


Shepard. 

★ ★ * 

For photo 
coverage in The 
AAN, call 786-7747 
or 786-8137; 
however, please 
give us at least 72 
hours’ notice prior to 
your event.... 



1-Hour Photo & Studio 




FRIDAY - BRING IN A ROLL OF 
24 EXP AND/OR 36 EXP. 

to be developed and receive a FREE roll of film 

(1-hour service only/color only) 


r5j 81 fel jl & I H 


KiigKElill 



EVERY MONDAY & THURSDAY 

Bring in a roll to be developed and receive a second 

set of prints or a roll of film for $1. 

(1-hour next-day service only. Color only) 


TUESDAY BRINGS 
BUY ONE-GET ONE FREE 

On color enlargements from same 35 MM neg. 

(5x7, 8x10, 8x12, 11x14 only/glossy only) 


WEDNESDAY - YOU BUY ONE REPRINT 
AND GET THE SECOND ONE FREE 

(From the same 35MM or 110MM negative. 

Color, glossy paper only.) 


At The High School 

May 5th 

27 Bartlet St., Westfield 

5:00-9:00 PM 

Paper City Brewery/Wine 
Sandwiches & Pizza 

Major Sponsors - Westbank, Westfield Bank, 

Woronoco Savings Bank 
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Robert Michel of Agawam, senior vice-president of Hampden Savings Bank, is also the presi¬ 
dent of the board of directors of Springfield’s “Christmas In April” program. Advertiser News photo 


by Kathy Shepard. 



In left photo: Hampden Savings Bank officials Glenn McCarthy (left), vice-president, and 
Robert Michel of Agawam, senior vice-president, are active on the board of directors of 
“Christmas In April.” (Michel is the board’s president.) In right photo: The local charity, 
“Christmas In April” - which is supported by Hampden Savings Bank - donated a ramp, a deck, 
and a bench (being sat on by two very happy senior citizens) to a home in the area. Advertiser News 

photos by Kathy Shepard. 


April 26, 2001 

Hampden Savings Bank 
Plays Key Role In 
“Christmas In April” 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

Christmas In April” began in 1973 when volun¬ 
teers in Midland, Texas decided to volunteer one day 
to repair and spruce up dilapidated homes of low- 
income, elderly, or disabled neighbors in their com¬ 
munity. The idea spread from town to town, city to city, 
across America. 

The Springfield chapter was started in 1992 by a 
group of citizens and businesses who were concerned 
about the quality of housing in the City of Springfield. 
Since then, the chapter has repaired 89 homes. 

"That figure does not include those projects 
planned for our 2001 ‘Christmas In April’, scheduled 
for April 28th," Robert Michel told us. Michel, senior 
vice-president of Hampden Savings Bank and an 
Agawam resident, also serves as president of the 
board of directors of Springfield's “Christmas In April.” 

Michel elaborated about this program, which is very 
close to his heart. 

"Springfield’s first project was in 1993. Since then, 
we have repaired or improved 89 homes and plan to 
do 12 to 14 projects this year. ‘Christmas In April’ is 
usually held the last Saturday of April. We collect cor¬ 
poration donations from a variety of companies in the 
Springfield area who support us. 

“Some of our volunteers are from these companies 
and some are from the general public. Last year, over 
200 volunteers accomplished nine different projects,” 
added Michel. 

There are dozens of ways to contribute to 
“Christmas In April.” Springfield College, for example, 
delivered and fed lunch to the volunteers. Costco pro¬ 
vided breakfast. Hampden Savings Bank is a house 
sponsor. A house sponsor donates between $2,000 
and $2,500 and provides volunteers. 

“There were over 30 volunteers from Hampden 
Savings last year,” Michel said. “There is an ongoing 
contribution of skilled labor to this program. We com¬ 
pleted the full extent of work at an elderly couple’s 
home last year in one day. The Carpenters Local 108 
built a wheelchair ramp for both husband and wife. He 
is in a wheelchair and she has problems walking,” 
noted Michel. 

“This year, another of our sponsors, Big Y, will vinyl- 
side a home and build a wheelchair ramp. Another 
project Hampden Savings Bank will sponsor will be 
the painting of the full exterior of the home of an eld¬ 
erly man who has had a serious heart attack and does 
not have the financial resources to do this himself,” he 
said. 

Home Depot is a national sponsor, the City of 
Springfield is a local sponsor. There are many ways to 
contribute to these projects. Jobs range from the type 
already mentioned to something as simple as yard 
clean-up or fixing the sink for the home shared by a 
brother and sister. 

“Our goal is to make the time of these people more 
enjoyable,” Michel added. 

Glenn McCarthy, vice-president at Hampden 
Savings Bank, is also an active board member for 
“Christmas In April." 

He heads up the House Selection Committee and 
has been active since Hampden Savings Bank 
became involved in the project. 

“After we have completed the application process, 
we do site inspections and we sit down with the appli¬ 
cants. We go to them and assess what their needs 
are.” Michel added, “I want to congratulate Glenn 
McCarthy on completing the house selections for the 
2001 ‘Christmas In April’ projects. And we cannot say 
enough about the corporate sponsors involved in the 
projects, including Big Y, United Cooperative Bank, 
First Massachusetts Bank, Faith United Church in 
Springfield, Greater Springfield Board of Realtors, 
Carpenters Union 108, Home Builders Association of 
Western Massachusetts, N.A.R.I. (National 
Association of Remodelers, Inc.), Meyers Brothers - 
C.P.A.’s, the City of Springfield, Costco, Russell’s 60- 
Minute Photo, Agnoli's Signs, Home Depot, 
Springfield College, Western New England College, 
and any not listed here who give of their * tri¬ 


als, services, and concerns. We’d like to think that vol- 
unteerism and homeowner pride is contagious. 
Whatever we have given to the people we have 
helped, we walk away with something they gave back 
to us." 

To learn more about “Christmas In April,” please 


call 413-750-0958 or contact Robert J. Michel, senior 
vice president of Hampden Savings Bank at 784- 
0541. Agawam will soon have its own branch of 
Hampden Savings Bank, to open in mid-May at the 
corner of Suffield and Silver Streets. 

A Grand Opening is planned for the middle of June. 


Sarat Service 2001 


Service Department Open 

Monday-Thursday, 7:00 A.M.-Midnight; 7:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. on Friday 

All Ford Cars, Vans, Trucks 
And Lincoln Mercury Products 

We Service And Honor Ford Motor Company Warrantees , 

Even If You Didn’t Buy From Us! 

Sarat Ford 

245 Springfield Street, Agawam 



^Mokes 
the Difference! 
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Sponsored By 

Agawam Soccer 
Association 



LEARN FROM THE PROS 

July 23rd - July 27th at Robinson Park 



Full-Day Camps Available For Boys & Girls 

Ages 10-14 

Half-Day Available For Boys & Girls 

Ages 6-14 

Sign-Ups May 6th During Fall Registration 

At 

ITALIAN SPORTING CLUB 

* , • 

349 Cooper Street 
Agawam 

Or Contact Jerry Allen - 786-3229 


i 




Union St 


Union St 


McDonald’s 


Dunkin 

Donuts 


West Springfield 
One Mile from Town Line 


-XPR1I. BRER SPECIALS 


APRIL WINE SPECIALS 


APRIL LIQUOR SPECIALS 


COOLERS 


MRS. PHIPPS ONLY - New Redemption Center (We take most brands) 
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PHIPPS 


MR. PHIPPS 


MRS. PHIPPS 
420 UNION STREET 
WESTFIELD 
568-4377 


1350 SPRINGFIELD ST. 
FEEDING HILLS 
786-8471 


RT., 202-10 
113 NO. ELM STREET 
WESTFIELD 
568-8343 


Phipps 


Phipps 


Busch & Busch Light (Bar Bottles) 

Coors & Coors Light (30-Pk.). 

Miller High Life (30-Pk.) . 

Michelob & Mich elob Light (18-P k.) . 

Samuel Adams (Loose Case Bottles)- 

Heineken (12-Pk. Bottles) . 

Beck’s (12-Pk. Bottles) . 

Corona & Corona Light ( 12 -Pk. Bottles) 

Harpoon - All Styles (12-Pk.) . 

St. Pauli Girl (12-Pk. Bottles) . 

Spaten (12-Pk. Bottles). 

Pete’s Wicked Ales (12-Pk. Bottles) 
Sierra Nevada Pale Ale (12-Pk. Bottles) 
Magic Hat (9-Pk. Bottles). 


Kendall Jackson Vintner’s Reserve (750 ml.) 

Chardonnay. . 

Cabernet Sauvignon . 

Merlot. . 

Sauvignon Blanc . 

Johannesburg Riesling ... 

Almaden Vineyards (5-Ltr. Box) 

Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot. . 

White Zinfandel, Burgundy. . 

Rhine, Blush, White Grenache, Chablis... . 

Sutter Home (1.5 Ltr.) 

White Zinfandel ....... 

Red Zinfandel, Sauvignon Blanc, White Merlot. . 

Cabernet, Merlot, Chardonnay. . 

Carlo Rossi (4 Ltr.) - All Varieties . 

Korbell Champagne (750 ml.) - Brut & Extra Dry.. 
Cook’s Champagne (750 ml.) - Brut & Extra Dry... 
Beringer Founder’s Estates (750 ml.) 

Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot. . 

Turning Leaf (750 ml.) 

Cabernet, Merlot, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Pinot Grigio 
White Zinfandel . 

Ecco Domani (750 ml.) 

Cabernet, Merlot, Pinot Grigio . 

Foxhorn (1.5 Ltr.) 

Cabernet, Merlot, Chardonnay. . 

♦ 1 ; 

Arbor Mist (1.5 Ltr.) - All Flavors . 

Bolla (1.5 Ltr.) - All Varieties . 


Beefeater Gin (1.75 Ltr.). 

V.O. Canadian Whiskey (1.75 Ltr.) 

Canadian Mist (1.75 Ltr.). 

Fleischmann’s Whiskey (1.75 Ltr.) 

Fleischmann’s Gin (1.75 Ltr.). 

Fleischmann’s Vodka (1.75 Ltr.) .. 

Icebox Manhattan (1.75 Ltr.). 

Southern Comfort (1.75 Ltr.) . 

Black Velvet ( 1.75 Ltr.) . 

Early Times Bourbon (1.75 Ltr.) .. 

Kahlua (750 ml.). 

Kahlua Combos (4-Pk.). 

Romana Sambuca (750 ml.). 

Margaritaville Gold ( 1.75 Ltr.) _ 

Clan MacGregor Scotch ( 1.75 Ltr.) 


Mike’s Hard Lemonade (12-Pk. Bottles) 

Smirnoff Ice (6-Pk. Bottles) . 

Bacardi Breezers (4-Pk. Bottles) . 


We Now 
Have Pull 
Lottery 
Services... 


Prices Are Effective Through 
Monday, April 30th, 

At All Three Phipps Locations. 


Not Responsible 
For Typos 
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S) For Your Health 

Pharmacy Customizes Medicines For People & Pets 


Every person is unique and their needs can vary 
when it comes to pharmaceuticals. Yet most prescrip¬ 
tion drugs are mass produced. What does one do 
when they need a variation in a pharmaceutical? 

Western Mass. Compounding is a West Springfield 
pharmacy set up to provide medications for people, 
and even for pets, with out-of-the-ordinary require¬ 
ments. 

For example, a person who has an allergy to ben- 
zocaine needs drops made for an eye exam. The 
patient gets short of breath and experiences other 
adverse symptoms from any material containing ben- 
zocaine, but almost all eye drops used for eye exam¬ 
inations contain some form of that. 

Western Mass. Compounding can almost always 
figure out a way to get around the problem. 

Owner Robert Cirillo considers this work a sub-spe¬ 
ciality in pharmacy. “We make medicines and phar¬ 
maceuticals not commercially available from pharma¬ 
cies or the veterinary supply houses. We'll compound 
them to meet specific patient needs for humans and 
some animals," he explained. 

Although the Massachusetts Board of Pharmacy 
expects all pharmacists to be able to compound, or to 
prepare medicines which meet the needs of specific 
patients, compounding pharmaceuticals is an art form 
that takes years of experience. 

“We make special formulations that manufacturers 
do not make, mostly due to lack of demand. We can 
make special dosage forms. 

“For example, some patients can’t take a medicine 
orally because of an inability to swallow. We can make 
a topical gel, a suppository, or even troche (dissolves 
under the tongue). We can make special doses if a 
child or a pet needs a smaller dose than those com¬ 
mercially available. Often tablets cannot be cut to 
accomplish this dose reduction, so we might prepare 
a capsule or a liquid,” Cirillo noted. 

Western Mass. Compounding manages the needs 
of its unique patients because of three people: Cirillo, 
pharmacist and owner; Stuart Eisenstein, pharmacy 
compounder; and Debbie Sbalbi, pharmacy techni¬ 
cian. 

Located at 138 Memorial Avenue in West 
Springfield, the unassuming facility looks more like a 
laboratory than a regular drugstore. Rather than racks 
of magazines and newspapers and rows of candies, 
cigars, and cosmetics, a visitor to Western Mass. 
Compounding will see a cash register area with the 
compounding area behind it. 

Through a window, the pharmacists are visible, 
busy inside the immaculate work area. Robert, Stuart, 
and Debbie are almost always present. 

For such a small group, it is amazing what they 
accomplish. Many of the materials and medications 
they provide are not available from all supply houses 


Center for Self-Development 


Relieve your 
Stress & Headaches 

. t 

Through Guided Imageiy 
(a form of hypnosis) 

For teenagers and adults. 


/Smoking 

/High Blood Pressure 
/Insomnia 
/Public Speaking 



Judes Ziemba 

/Weight Control 
/Migranes 
/Stress 
/Headaches 




Center for Self-Development 


CSD 


83 Industrial Lane 
Agawam, MA 01001-0570 

413-789-4511 


by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 






PHARMACIST ROBERT CIRILLO and assistant Debbie Sbalbi are hard at work at Western 

MaSS. Compounding in West Springfield. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


and must be tracked down. Their knowledge has 
come from years of experience (all three of these peo¬ 
ple used to be part of Bliss Pharmacy in 
Longmeadow). 

Cirillo continued, “We often make fish-flavored 
medications for cats, or we provide a medicine in liq¬ 
uid form. There are many flavors we can use for 
human medicines, sometimes chicken, beef, or some 
other desired flavor. We worked with one cancer 
patient whose last wish was to taste lobster, so we 
made a medicine for that person with lobster flavor.” 

Western Mass. Compounding can make most med¬ 
icines without dyes or preservatives. Some people 
might need a prescription without flavoring, or with a 
flavor different from the standard, mass-produced 
medicine available in regular drugstores. 

“Glycols are a problem for some people,” Cirillo 
pointed out. “What we do here is approved in 50 


states by the states' Boards of Pharmacy. We work 
within a triad. The physician or veterinarian is the first; 
the patient, either human or pet, is the second; and 
the pharmacist is the third aspect of the triad. 

“Each compound requires a prescription from a 
board-certified physician and must be a legal pharma¬ 
ceutical. It must then be compounded by a licensed 
pharmacy,” Cirillo said. 

The pharmacy works with all specialties for 
humans. 

“We do work for most hospices in Western Mass, 
and Connecticut for people and pets with spec\a\ 
needs. We do work in pediatrics, making special 
doses and flavors for children. We also do a lot of 
work in nursing homes. An example of a prescription 
we make is a topical gel for restlessness and nausea, 


Moving 


SEE COMPOUNDING - Page 31 

into I 


even 


deeper 


i n t i m a c y. 

Read more about this in today’s column. 
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COMPOUNDING - from Page 30 

using three drugs in combination. We also make 
numerous specialty products for dermatological prob¬ 
lems. We might take a major product on the market¬ 
place and buy the basic medicine without the added 
fillers. We then add our own ingredients to suit a spe¬ 
cific patient’s needs,” he added. 

According to Cirillo, a drug company has to make 
millions of dollars on a product before it’s worth it to go 
through the Food and Drug Administration process. 

“If a medicine is prescribed by a physician and is a 
legal compound, it’s legal for us to put it in a form that 
can be ingested by a patient. An example was a prod¬ 
uct that was pulled from the marketplace due to an 
issue with the manufacturing process. The product 
was helpful for colitis. We have the equipment, the 
ingredients, and the compounding knowledge to pro¬ 
duce this in our lab.” 

There is a special room with a laminar flow vent 
hood for sterile compounding, where Cirillo or 
Eisensten might make sterile injections, eye drops, or 
ointments. Some of their scales are so sensitive that 
the slightest air motion can affect them. 

Cirillo continued, “As far as I know, we are the only 
ones around here making progesterone injections 
used for fertility problems. We also do work for E.D. 


The Ostomy Association of Greater Springfield will 
celebrate its 45th anniversary on Sunday, May 6th at 
the Holiday Inn, 711 Dwight Street, Springfield begin¬ 
ning at 11:00 a.m. 

The guest speaker will be Ann Favreau of 
Agawam, President of the United Ostomy 
Association. 

The United Ostomy Association is a national health 
care organization dedicated to providing education, 
information, support, and advocacy for those who 
have had or will have intestinal or urinary diversions 
because of cancer, injury, birth defects, or disease. 
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(erectile dysfunction). The natural hormone replace¬ 
ment therapy we provide is bio-identical to those in 
humans, as opposed to the synthesized pharmaceuti¬ 
cal company products, which can only patent synthet¬ 
ic hormones such as estrogens. 

“Recently, a goat named Molly from Feeding Hills 
passed away, but her owners told us that she lived 
much longer than originally anticipated and her quali¬ 
ty of life was greatly improved because of the med¬ 
ications made by Western Mass. Compounding.” 

Veterinarians ask the trio for doses for ferrets, 
hampsters, birds, horses, goats, dogs, and cats every 
day. 

“People come from all over for our help. We send 
some medicines to a veterinarian in Maryland who 
used to work at our local S.P.C.A. Another person 
comes from Great Barrington who has multiplesclero- 
sis. We make a special gel that helps some patients 
get some of their feeling back. We do this at a fraction 
of the cost of the commercial medicines available," 
Cirillo told us. 

Western Mass. Compounding is located on the cor¬ 
ner of Memorial Avenue and Main Street in West 
Springfield. Their hours of operation are 8:00 a.m.- 
6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. To call for informa¬ 
tion, their number is 737-2600. 


There are chapters in every major city througout the 
United States and Canada. 

The Ostomy Association of Greater Springfield is a 
charter member of the United Ostomy Association. 
Meetings are held the third Sunday of the month at 
Baystate Medical Center. In addition to providing edu¬ 
cation, information, support, and advocacy, home or 
hospital visits are provided upon request. 

For more information regarding the celebration or 
meetings, please call Jerry Camerota, President, at 
(413) 567-1666. 
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Baystate Medical 
Center Announces 
New Diabetes Study 

The Endocrine, Diabetes and Metabolism Division 
at Baystate Medical Associates is seeking men and 
women with Type 2 (non-insulin dependent) diabetes 
mellitus and high cholesterol to volunteer to partici¬ 
pate in a research study on a new medication to treat 
high cholesterol and triglycerides. 

Participants will be provided with the study med¬ 
ication, lab work, a physical examination, dietary 
counseling, and an EKG, all free of charge durimg the 
study. 

To Be Eligible. You Must: 

* Be between 18-80 years of age 

* Have had Type 2 diabetes for at least six months 

* Have high cholesterol (range set by pharmaceu¬ 
tical company) 

* Be willing to come to scheduled visits for the 
duration of the study 

* Be willing to take study medication as pres;cribed 

For more information and to learn if you qualify call 

the diabetes research nurses at (413) 794-7232 or 
(413) 794-7224. 

Health Fair To 
Be Held At AHS 
On May 9th 

The Health Advisory Council for the Agawam 
School System will sponsor a health fair from 6:30- 
8:30 p.m., May 9th at Agawam High School. 

The theme of this year’s fair is "Staying Safe, 
Living Healthy.” The fair will feature from 40-50 
exhibits from our community and surrounding com¬ 
munity organizations and a raffle will be held. 


Ann Favreau To Speak At Ostomy 
Association Anniversary 


“For Your Health” is just one more reason why you turn our pages 

each and every week... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Agawam Eye Associates 

656 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills 

Richard W. Gallerani,OD 
Julianne Rapalus Gallerani.OD 

Celebrating 10 yrs on Springfield Street 



* Lasik Co-Management 
* Accepting HNE, AENTA, US Healthcare, 
Medicare, CIGNA , HMO Blue 
and most Blue Cross Plans,Pioneer 
* Member American Optometric Association 

789-2106 



AGAWAM 
DENTAL CARE 

James Maslowski DMD / Ronald Pahl Jr. 0/1D 


The key to good oral hygiene is a 
regimen of regular professional care. 
Preventive dentistry will help to avoid 
the pain and expense associated with 
more serious dental problems in the 
future. 

Avoid problems before they start, call 
for an appointment today. 


Ronald Pahl Jr. D.M.D. 
Janies E. Maslowski D.M.D. 


Feeding Hills 
1325 Springfield St. 
786-7313 


Springfield 
1490 Allen Street 
782-4242 
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Prescription Drug Abuse 


Continues To Climb 

Over the years, the medical and drug industries 
have worked hard to promote the use of prescription 
drugs as the solution to almost all problems, from 
baldness to high blood pressure, from acne to 
depression. 

Magazines and newspapers are filled with pre¬ 
scription drug ads and television is saturated with 
drug commercials. We’ve become complacent to the 
side effects, warnings, and contraindications dutifully 
stated while iatrogenic disease (induced inadvertently 
by medical treatments) increases at an alarming rate. 

It's no surprise, then, that our society has become 
increasingly dependent on prescription drugs or that 
people are misusing and abusing them more than 
ever. 

New prescription drug abuse has dramatically 
increased among young people between the ages of 
12 and 25. In a 1999 survey, 12-14 year-olds named 
psychotherapeutics, such as painkillers, sedatives, 
and stimulants, as some of their more frequently used 
drugs. 

Overall, men and women use prescription drugs 
non-medically in equal numbers. However, some 
studies indicate that women may be more likely to 
misuse narcotics and anti-anxiety drugs, in part 

Please remember to patronize 
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because women are two- to three-times more likely to 
be diagnosed with depression and, as a result, to be 
treated with psychotherapeutic drugs. 

The problem has become so bad that the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and several national 
organizations recently announced a public health ini¬ 
tiative to raise awareness about recent trends in the 
misuse and abuse of prescription drugs in the United 
States. 

The initiative seeks to inform the public, physicians, 
pharmacists, and others about the misuse and abuse 
of medications and promote additional research on 
the subject. 

According to NIDA Director Dr. Alan I. Leshner, “An 
estimated four million people aged 12 or over used 
sedatives, stimulants, tranquilizers, or opiods for non¬ 
medical reasons in 1999.” 

At a news conference in Washington, D.C., Dr. 
Leshner said, “The reports of increasing misuse of 
prescription drugs in some segments of the popula¬ 
tion - older adults, adolescents, and women - are par¬ 
ticularly worrisome because of their numbers and 
because those numbers appear to be increasing rap¬ 
idly." 

“Attention must now be paid to the long neglected 
area of prescription drug abuse,” said Joseph H. Autry 
III, M.D., acting administrator, Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration. As part of this 
effort, NIDA and its partners are releasing a research 
report that highlights the health consequences of pre¬ 
scription drug misuse and abuse. 

SOURCE: “NIDA and Partners Annunce National 
Initiative on Prescription Drug Misuse and Abuse,” 
Media Advisory, April 10, 2001. 

Chiropractic is the largest drugless healing 
profession in the world. We are here to help. Call 
Schlaffer Chiropractic Office for an appointment 
at 789-1369 or 789-1073. 

your local businesses ... AANIH 
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Alzheimer’s Support 
Group Available 
At The Atrium 

The Atrium, located at 153 Cardinal Drive, 
Agawam, offers free monthly support groups for indi¬ 
viduals caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s dis¬ 
ease or a similar memory disorder. 

On the first Tuesday of every month, The Atrium is 
the site for a support group meeting starting at 6:00 
p.m. A light supper is included. 

On the third Wednesday of every month, an after¬ 
noon support group is held at the Chicopee Senior 
Center, beginning at 3:30 p.m. 

If you would like further information, please contact 
Judy Pothul at The Atrium, 821-9911. 

Heritage Hall 
Currently Seeking 
Volunteer Groups 

Heritage Hall Centers, a member of the Genesis 
ElderCare network, currently has several volunteer 
opportunities for area community groups to get 
involved in the lives of our elderly residents. 

Volunteer opportunities include bingo, exercise, 
entertainment, and other large-group activities in the 
late morning and afternoon. Come join our residents 
and see what a fun and rewarding experience it is! 

If you are a member of a local community group or 
civic organization who is looking for volunteer activi¬ 
ties, we have a program for you! Please contact 
Kimberly George, Director of Volunteer Services, at 
786-8000, ext. 217. 
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Dr. Tami Nelson 
Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
786-4820 


Trust in the comfort of 


Your eye care professional can show you how Varilux® lenses give you better vision 
near, far, and everywhere in between. Also, ask about the new Varilux. 

Agawam Opticians 

338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 
786-0719 - “Since 1972” 


* 50% 2nd Pair Discount 

* Over 800 Frames To 
Choose From 

* Eyeglasses - Eye Exams - 
Contact Lenses 

* Senior Discount 


* Blue Cross/HMO Blue 
Discount 

* Health New England 
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I’m taking a week off from telling my story about the 
special relationship with my daughter, Julia, to reflect 
on the process of writing this story, as well as to share 
some of the feedback I've received up until this point. 

I almost can’t believe half of the story has already 
been published. Week after week, I marvel at the 
story as it unfolds in this column. Even though these 
first six chapters were written in their original form 
some several years ago, I’m struck at how alive the 
story remains in me today. 

One of the challenges of writing this story today 
has been staying true to my memory of the events as 
I originally wrote them in the original manuscript. So 
often I wanted to editorialize and move away from the 
original emotion and recollection of the events 
because they were either so painful or too intimate. 

Another challenge has been telling this story from 
my own recollection without the initial support from my 
wife, Mary Ellen (Mellon), to participate in reviewing 
the original writing. Over time, her stance has 
changed and she is now my number-one supporter. 
Each week, I’d write my piece and share it with her 
before publication. This has proved extremely helpful. 
Not only would she participate in accounting for its 
accuracy, but she would affirm me in the process as 
she also shared her deepest reactions. 

She would also give voice to her recollection of her 
side of the story, noting how different her version of 
the experience was, as compared to mine. One of the 
rewarding and challenging parts of hearing her affir¬ 
mation of me, as I tell our story from my perspective, 
was her clarity, that it is my version I’m recounting, not 
hers. She has emerged into her own realization that 
she, too, wants to give voice to her own version and 
special relationship with Julia. How exciting! 

A recent joy for me has been to invite co-author- 
shvp, with Mellon, for the upcoming chapter seven: 
MOMMKS VISIT. She has accepted my invitation. 
She has also agreed to continue participating in 
reviewing my writing for both its accuracy and depic¬ 
tion of the emotional (relational) rendering of the story. 
To this end, I am glad to have had her point out a 

Agawam Support 
Group Sponsored 
By The NAMI-WM 

On the last Monday of each month, a support 
group sponsored by the National Alliance for the 
Mentally III of Western Massachusetts is held at the 
Agawam Council On Aging, 68 Meadowbrook Manor, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Groups sponsored by the NAMI-WM are facilitated 
by persons who have had years of experience with 
mental illness, either directly or as family members of 
an ill person. At most meetings, there will be people 
present who have varying degrees of experience and 
knowledge about mental illness. Others have only 
recently faced the problems created by mental illness. 

The support group meetings are intended to supply 
emotional support and information. Discussions are 
honest and open, but no one is expected to talk about 
anything he or she would rather not discuss. 
Everything said at these meetings is kept confidential. 

If you are interested in joining and would like to 
receive more information about the support group, 
please contact Lucille Drewnowski at 786-1236. 

If you have dropped off any 
photos to our office for Boy 
Scout activities, church events, 
etc., please pick them up after 
they appear in The A AN... 
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recent inaccuracy found in part two of chapter six. 

My original manuscript failed to recall her day six 
visit to the hospital, our overnight together, and her 
subsequent return back home to her doctor for 
removal of her stitches. She also pointed out that I 
had not returned home, as I depicted, prior to the sec¬ 
ond surgery, in hindsight, I wished I had not gone to 
press this one time without getting her review of my 
entry. 

I look forward, with you, to hear her version emerge 
first-hand. I know the collaboration with her will once 
again invite greater intimacy in our partnership, ongo¬ 
ing healing in our shared process, and enhanced sto¬ 
rytelling fpr you. 

* ★ * 

Feedback to my telling our story has been over¬ 
whelming. Many people have personally commented 
to me that I am very courageous to be writing such a 
personal story about my experience with Julia, my 
family, and about my personal history as it relates to 
the story. I’ve benefited from many others sharing 
some of their own memories of stories of loved ones 
who have died. I have been struck by how, telling our 
story, this has invited healing and new ways of keep¬ 
ing our most important relationships alive, despite 
death’s apparent finality. 

I am encouraged to keep writing our story, espe¬ 
cially at this most difficult juncture of the story. It was 
no accident that I stopped writing some four years ago 
at this very point in the story. With your continued sup¬ 
port, I now look forward to the challenge and reward 
of writing anew the second half of our story of love. 
Besides, so many people have said they are looking 
forward to hearing how the story ends, that I can’t 
imagine stopping now, despite the ongoing tempta¬ 
tion not to enter into the most intimate details that lie 
ahead at that fine line between life and death. 

Next week - Chapter Seven: 

MOMMA’S VISIT 

* * * 

Your feedback is welcome. Your real life stories 
are, too! Please e-mail or write me with what you 
would be willing to share. I will maintain your anonymi¬ 
ty, unless you indicate otherwise. Thank you. 

Dan Pender, MA, MFT, is in private practice as a 
Marriage & Family Therapist. He is a Clinical 
member of the American Association of Marriage 
& Family Therapy and can be reached by e-mail at 
dpmft449@aol.com or P.O. Box 449, Agawam, MA 
01001, (413) 789-4460. 

For Mothers-To-Be... 

Family Life Ctr. 
Offers Exercise 
Classes At Mercy 

Expectant mothers can maintain or improve their 
physical fitness through exercise classes sponsored 
by the Family Life Center for Maternity at Mercy 
Hospital. 

Sessions meet Mondays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the 
Memorial House Auditorium, on the Mercy campus, 
271 Carew St. 

Led by professionals trained in prenatal exercise, 
the classes focus on gentle stretching and strength¬ 
ening exercises for areas of the body most affected 
by pregnancy, including the muscles of the lower 
back, abdomen, and pelvic floor. The program is fun, 
providing both a workout and fellowship for women 
who have completed their first trimester. 

For more information, call the Family Life Center’s 
Parenting Education Department, (413) 748-7295. 

Mercy Hospital is a member of the Sisters of 
Providence Health System (SPHS). 

The SPHS’ member organizations provide hospital 
and ambulatory care, rehabilitation, behavioral health 
services, nursing home care, retirement living, 
employee health services, home care, and more. 

The SPHS is a founding member of Catholic 
Health East, one of the nation's largest health care 
systems. Catholic Health East facilities serve commu¬ 
nities in eastern states from Maine to Florida. 
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Family Life Ctr. 

At Mercy Offers 
Massage Program 

Whether a woman is anticipating the birth of a child 
or parenting a newborn, there’s a lot of joy, excite¬ 
ment...and stress. But a massage program offered by 
the Family Life Center for Maternity at Mercy Hospital 
can help ease the tensions of this very special time. 

Prenatal massage focuses on the changes a 
woman’s body experiences during pregnancy. 
Sessions relieve stress on weight-bearing joints, alle¬ 
viate neck and back pain caused by muscle imbal¬ 
ance, and can reduce swelling. Postpartum massage 
helps new mothers restore their bodies to pre-preg¬ 
nancy condition while addressing the stress of carry¬ 
ing and caring for a newborn. 

Services are provided by a nationally-certified 
massage therapist with specialized training in mas¬ 
sage therapy for childbearing women. Clothed seated 
massage or traditional massage appointments are 
available in half-hour or one-hour sessions. Cost 
varies according to the session; gift certificates are 
available. 

For more information or to schedule an appoint¬ 
ment, call the Family Life Center’s Parenting 
Education Department, (413) 748-7295. 

Gam-Anon 

Announces 


Mtg. Schedule 


Gam-Anon of Longmeadow invites all family and 
friends of people with gambling problems to its week¬ 
ly meetings. This support group encompasses all of 
the cities and towns in Western Massachusetts. 

Compulsive gambling is a serious and debilitating 
addiction that affects not only the gambler, but also 
his or her family and friends. There is no need to suf¬ 
fer and struggle alone; help is available. There are 
steps that can be taken to improve your situation, 
even if the gambler will not seek help. 

The Gam-Anon group meets every Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. at the First Church of Christ, 763 
Longmeadow Street (corner of Routes 5 and 192), 
Longmeadow, MA. Enter through the Route 192 
entrance; proceed downstairs to the meeting room. 

Inquiries can be made in writing to: Gam-Anon of 
Longmeadow, c/o First Church of Christ, 763 
Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow, MA 01106. 

Gamblers Anonymous also meets every Thursday 
at 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. at the First Church. 



I 100% Satisfaction Guarantee I 


Mmm 

Bin 


HEALTH FOOD STORE 


•Quality 'Service 
'Results 


Official Supplier of the 
Springfield Falcons 


WESTFIELD SHOPS 
Route 20 Westfield, MA 
(413) 568-8333 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm - Mon. & Thurs. till 8pm 
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Last Week’s Solution... 
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ACROSS 

1 Oohs and _ 

4 Extinct bird 
7 Barnyard bleat 
10 “La _” (Debussy 
work) 

13 Where Brigham 
Young was governor 
17 Watering holes? 

19 Put in the mix 

21 Mrs. Nick Charles 

22 Fang 

26 Discourages 

27 High note 

28 How many to 
tango? 

29 Scrooge expletives 

32 Neither’s partner 

33 Prefix with rocket 
36 Bombeck et al 

40 Blind as_ 

41 F.D.R. power agency 

42 Comic strip cave¬ 
man 

43 Foe 

44 Give in 

47 Searched for moray 
51 Thaw 

53 _ the season to... 

54 Mr. Hitchcock 

55 Primordial stuff 

56 Showcase for 35 D 

57 IRA payoff 

58 Red or Dead 

59 Not_rule 

61 Music’s Ocasek 

62 Catches red-handed 

63 Criminal identifiers 

64 Robot play 

66 WWII North Atlantic 
raider 

69 Training school for 
officers 

70 AWOL chasers 

71 Switch positions 

72 Suits me_tee 

73 Drenched 

74 Hearing organ 

75 Hula hoop for one 

76 Mork’s home 

77 Vamp of silents 

79 Canonized femme 

80 Calif. Fort 


81 Soprano Gluck 

83 A Sinatra ex 

84 Ship deserter 
86 Dope 

89 _ Moines 

90 Son of Lot 

91 Alan and Robert 
94 Cost plus price 

96 Kay Kyser’s zany 
Kibbible 

97 Within (prefix) 

98 Ness portrayer 

99 Oyster bed produc¬ 
tion 

100 Have no use for 
102 Author Levin 
104 From _ to green 

106 Scarsdale for one 

107 Moved in a way 

108 Training group 

111 Have title to 

112 Mafia CEO’s 

113 Actress Arthur 

115 Herbert of “Pink 
Panther” fame 

116 What Moses parted 
119 Felix 

128 Ransack 

129 Type of court 

130 Dried grapes 

131 Pot builder 

132 Thus (Latin) 

133 Baste 

134 Fitting 

135 Commissioned 
officers 

DOWN 

1 Cleo’s killer 

2 Sound of scorn, per¬ 
haps 

3 Like a fox 

4 Lawn problem 

5 Step_ 

6 Go-ahead 

7 Formal dance in 
Brest 

8 Author Felix 

9 Fred’s sister 

10 AMA members 

11 Ethiopia (abbr.) 

12 Drive off 

13 Not yet living 


Meet The Master - by Dick Mastroianni. 



14 _man 

15 Prince Valiant’s son 

16 If I _ my way 

18 One on in years 
20 Poet’s muse 

23 Herds 

24 Tel Aviv’s land 

25 _apple cider 

29 77 A’s namesakes 

30 White poplar 

31 Hope 

34 Wined and dined? 

35 B. Sills 

37 Bing 

38 Certain acids 

39 Systems (abbr.) 

45 Comes closer 

46 NFL point-getters 

48 Roma dough 

49 Give off 

50 Santa’s month 
52 Women’s __ 

60 Type of revolver 
65 German conjunction 

67 Pacific paradise 

68 Bucket tree 

69 In debt 

70 Welcoming item 

74 Ms. Lauder 

75 Wall painting 

77 Pinball no-no 

78 I_dream 

80 Poet of yore 


81 One who changes 
terms 

82 Hinkle of golf 

83 Kettle and Barker 
85 Modern artist 

87 Steve or Fred 

88 Pain-in-the-necks 

92 Cast members 

93 Spit 

95 Hussein namesakes 
101 Money back offer 
103 Off-the-cuff remark 
105 “Bewitched” crone 

109 Bon heur et al 

110 Play the ham 
114 Rock-and-roll 
measurements 

117 Lava or Ivory 

118 Discharge 

119 Palm leaf 

120 Male child 

121 Campers’ bed 

122 “Exodus” hero 

123 One of Snow 
White’s seven 

124 Unused 

125 Feel poorly 

126 Nobel invention 

127 Curved letter 


Want to surprise your friends, family mem¬ 
bers, or co-workers when they turn a “certain 
age”? Then be sure to put a “Birthday Ad” in 
The Agawam Advertiser News.... 


Mark Russell Smith returns to conduct the 

Springfield Symphony Orchestra 

in W. A. Mozarts 

THE MAGIC FLUTE 

A semi-staged version of Mozarts 
test operatic achievement 

ingfield Symphony 
Chorus 

2ven Lipsitt, Director 

Western Massachusetts 
High School 
Honors Chorus 

t SATURDAY 

MAY 12 at 8 pm 

Tickets on Sale Now! 
$12 to $45 

413-733-2291 

Set and Costume design by - Eric Carte 
Stage Director - Mary Duncan 

Media Sponsor. WFCR 88.5 FM 
Public Radio for Western New England 


Sponsored by: 


MassMutual 

MMAiCiai 6MIF 
Tit StBt Ctlt CtMPANICr 
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STAGE CHILDREN’S THEATRE closed its production of “The Enchanged Princess” with 
four public performances, April 20th-22nd. The company is now readying for its summer sea¬ 
son, which features an “OZ” theme. Back row (from left): Joshua Hirst, Sara Penna, Robbie 
Simpson, Greg Warren, John Albano, and Curtis Lussier. Front row (from left): Ryan IMulkern, 
Jason Frank, Lisa Trushelli, Donald Edwards, Douglas Watson, and Marc Penna. 

Few Openings Left In STAGE’S 
Summer Theater Camps 


“The Food 
Dude” 

by John Walters 
WMAS 1450 AM 


A Great Steak Recipe For Your Grill... 

Did you know you can send in recipes to me at P.O. 
Box 741, Agawam, MA 01001? 

Break out the grill because I have a great recipe for 
you this week ... flank steak wheels with a peanut but¬ 
ter marinate. * 

First, start off with a nice, heavy sauce pan. Take 
one can of beer, 1/2 C brown sugar, 1/4 C olive oil, 1/2 
Tsp red pepper flakes, 1/2 C creamy peanut butter, 3 
TB soy sauce, and 1/4 Tsp five-spice powder. Simmer 
‘til all of these ingredients are incorporated. Let cool. 

Wash your flank steak well and pat dry. Cut against 
the grain, and make your slices of steak about 1/2 an 
inch thick. Now, arrange the steak in pin wheels and 
toothpick together. Pour the marinate over the steak 
and let rest overnight. 

The next day, fire up the of grill and cook these 
rascals outside. Don’t give any to the neighbor unless 
he bribes you with a beer (then only one, or you'll 
have to start charging him). Don’t overcook them, and 
brush with more marinate if they start to dry out. 
Serve with potato salad and garlic green beans. (Use 
your own potato salad recipe.) 

Here is how you make garlic green beans. Take 
your fresh beans, and make sure they’re all washed 
and ready to cook. Par-boil the beans. In a fry pan, 
place 3 Tb olive oil and 6 garlic cloves; cook slowly ‘til 
softened. Add the beans, a shot of red pepper flakes, 
a pinch of sea salt, 1 Tb brown sugar, and 2 TB bal¬ 
samic vinegar. 

Try this with chicken. Pour the mixture that was 
used on the green beans over chicken parts in a pan. 
In a slow oven at 275 degrees, bake ‘til chicken is 
done. Remove the cover and let brown. Then, finish 
by adding salt and pepper to taste. 

When barbecuing, always remember to use sweet 
and haUn proportion to bring ouUhe flavor. Adjust the 
sweetener that you use. Try using jellies in your mar¬ 
inates and sauces; they add character and depth to 
your cooking. 

Did you know that Morton's has opened a restau¬ 
rant in Hartford? Morton's Steak Houses from 
Chicago are among the best. Give yourself a treat. 

Always remember that it’s not what you’re eating, 
it’s whom you’re dining with. I’ll have more for you 
next week. 


JOHN 
WALTERS’ 
radio show 
can be heard 
each Saturday 
from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 
1450 AM... 

Agawam Community 
Artists To Feature 
Joan Boryta 

The Agawam Community Artists are pleased to 
present Joan Boryta of Plainfield, Massachusetts, 
who will do a watercolor demonstration. 

The meeting will be held Monday, May 7th at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Room of the Agawam Police 
Station, 681 Springfield St., Agawam. 

Meetings and demonstrations of the Agawam 
Community Artists, under the auspices of the 
Agawam Cultural Council, are open to the public. 

For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each 
and every week ... AANU! 


Registration for "2001 - A STAGE OZ-DESSY” 
began on Monday, April 16th. Already, 200 children 
have applied and seicured a spot in one of the seven 
theatre camps being offered this summer at The Red 
Door Theatre. 

This summer, STAGE is producing five OZ stories 
adapted frorr the series by L. Frank Baum. The sea¬ 
son consists of “THE WIZARD OF OZ” (July 9th- 
15th), TIP OF OZ (July 16th-22nd), “OZMA OF OZ” 
(July 23rd-28th), ‘SCRAPS OF OZ” (July 30th-31st, 
August 1 st-5th), and “RAINBOW OF OZ” (August 6th- 
12thy Space remains only in “TIP OF OZ” and 


“SCRAPS OF OZ.” These camps are open to children 
ages 8-15 and all end in four public performances. 

STAGE also runs two camps for children ages 5-8. 
These camps run June 25th-29th and August 13th- 
17th. These camps are designed to introduce yo ung¬ 
sters to the art of performing. They culminate in a 
showcase for parents and invited friends which 
includes a presentation of the musical “GOIN’ 
BUGGY” by Jill & Michael Gallina. Space remains in 
both camps. 

If you would like an application, call <413) 789- 
2026. Registration is only taken by mail. 


Please remember to patronize your local businesses ... AANJH 


Eddie Santaniello 
Delivers! 

Seven Days A Week... 786-8717 


Grinders 

Grinders 

Grinders 




Calzones 

Calzones 

Calzones 


Eddie Also > Serves... 

Hot Wings * Curly Fries * Mozzarella Sticks * Onion Rings 



BRUNO’S PIZZERIA 

807 Sprigfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

Open lOAM-Midnight Everyday! 
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Tying Knots... 


My apologies for my absence from The AAN last 
week, but I have been busy with wedding plans. On 
that note, I am dedicating this week's article to my 
soon-to-be wife, Dianna “Yana" Rubino, in honor of 
our upcoming wedding next week. All of the ladies out 
there, however, are sure to enjoy these films about 
tying the knot as well! 

* “Father of the Bride”: 1991. Rated PG. 

Steve Martin stars as the beleaguered father in this 
comedy about all the planning and emotional strug¬ 
gles associated with a wedding. Steve Martin plays 
the role originally played by Spencer Tracy in the 
1950 film of the same name that also starred leg¬ 
endary actress Elizabeth Taylor. Diane Keaton co- 
stars with Martin Short (as the delightfully bizarre 
wedding coordinator, Franck). 

This film is very smooth to watch in that virtually 
every character in the film serves as a realistic depic¬ 
tion of how real life is. There are no larger-than-life 
characters, and no one steals the show here. Martin 
is, however, especially pleasant in that he brings such 
realism, as well as comedy, to his role of overreacting 
father George Banks. There are times where you will 
forget that this is a movie because it plays as if you 
were watching a homemade video. 

The only problem with this film is when one begins 
to draw comparisons to the original version. Although 
this is technically a remake, there are individual plot 
devices that are unique to this modernized version. 
There is more of an emphasis on humor than was 
present in the original. Consequently, some comedic 
scenes seem very contrived. I suspect that director 
Charles Shyer felt this was a necessary evil in the 
attempt to cater to a modern audience. 

Whatever the reason, these scenes will go virually 
unnoticed by those who never saw the original (which, 

I suspect, is most of you). As a result, this is a worthy 
rental that is sure to be enjoyed again or for the first 
time. 3 STARS. 

* “Father of the Bride II”: 1995. Rated PG. 

Steve Martin and Diane Keaton return as the 
Banks, who are now faced with their daughter, Annie, 
becoming pregnant. The same formula is used by 
returning director Charles Shyer, except this time it is 
applied to father’s midlife crisis and daughter’s immi¬ 
nent motherhood. 

The first positive quality of the film is that all central 
characters have reprised their roles. Even Martin 
Short is back as the memorable Franck. The story 
again centers around dad George’s complex about 

Great Pretenders 
To Present “Murder 
Takes The Stage” 

The family that “plays together, stays together,” 
according to Jerry and Cil Millette, producers of the 
May production, “Murder Takes The Stage." 

The Great Pretenders will present the show in 
Bodurtha Hall at the Agawam Baptist Church on May 
11th, 12th, 18th, and 19th at 7:30 p.m. 

Jerry and Cil met while involved with community 
theater and are thrilled to have two additional married 
couples in the show. 

Among the cast of 13 people are David and Lynn 
Harvey and Eric Johnson and Laura Lezon, who play 
various characters in the light mystery. 

Tickets sell for $10, $8 for seniors and students, 
and can be purchased by calling 821-9932. Tickets 
are good for any performance you decide to attend. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

getting old. When he learns of not only his daugh¬ 
ter’s, but his wife’s pregnancy as well, he experiences 
feelings of inadequacy. He then embarks on a per¬ 
sonal mission to reamin young by attempting to sell 
the family home and rekindle the spark between he 
and his wife’s realtionship. This is the fundamental 
source of humor in the film. 

This film hits all the right chords with the audience 
and proves to be a great family film. In an era where 
true family films are all but ignored, this one will have 
you crying and laughing often within a moment's time 
and is appropraite for all ages. 

I must warn you, however, as with its predecessor, 
the story gradually becomes contrived towards the 
end, specifically targeting the mother/daughter simul¬ 
taneous pregnancy. If you can look beyond that, then 
this sequel is quite good and proves to be a worthy 
follow-up to the first film. 3 STARS. 

* “My Best Friend’s Wedding”: 1997. Rated PG- 
13. 

Julia Roberts stars as a restaurant critic who learns 
that her best friend (played by co-star Dermot 
Mulroney) has wedding plans. The twist of the story, 
however, is that the duo were college lovers and 
made a pact together that if either was not married by 
age 28, they would simply marry each other. With just 
three days left before the pact is to be fulfilled, 
Cameron Diaz enters as the bride-to-be who 
deservedly shares the spotlight with Roberts in this 
entertaining romantic comedy. 

Faced with potential heartbreak, Roberts’ character 
decides to somehow sabotage the wedding. Rupert 
Everett delivers an especially memorable perform¬ 
ance as her gay friend who also serves as her ally in 
her web of deceit. 

The film relies heavily upon suspense in ensuring 
audience involvment. Director P.J. Hogan handles 
the delicate balance of suspense and comedy in such 
a way that the audience laughs systematically, mak¬ 
ing the wait for the resolution of the story to hit its apex 
more bearable. This strategy works perfectly within 
the film. (Of course, this reviewer will not reveal the 
ending and if you decide to rent it, you’ll be glad I did¬ 
n't!) 

“My Best Friend’s Wedding,” as well as the other 
films discussed in this week’s column, are now avail¬ 
able on DVD in widescreen format, and I highly rec¬ 
ommend these versions (especially for the extras). So 
if you are in the mood for a romantic comedy with a 
major twist, then this one is for you. One thing is cer¬ 
tain - you’ll never guess the ending! 3 STARS. 

* “PISANO’S PICKS” REVIEW GUIDE: 5 STARS 
- Extraordinary; 4 STARS - Excellent; 3 STARS - 
Good; 2 STARS - Average; 1 STAR - Watchable; 0 
STARS - Avoid. 


Please send comments and film requests to 
“The Agawam Advertiser News," Attention: Lou 
Pisano, P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 



IT’S A FAMILY AFFAIR! Lynn and David 
Harvey (left) and Laura Lezon and Eric 
Johnson (right) rehearse for “Murder Takes 
The Stage.” 


For the best in local goods and services, be sure to check 
our classifieds each and every week.. AAN!!! 
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ALICIA BONAVITA 

Alicia Bonavita 
To Appear In 
St. Martha’s Show 

The St. Martha Players of Enfield will stage their 
spring musical, “Annie Warbucks,” on April 27th, 28th, 
May 4th, 5th, 11th, and 12th at 8:00 p.m. There will 
also be 2:00 p.m. matinees on April 29th and May 6th. 
All performances will take place in Goulet Hall of St. 
Martha Church (214 Brainard Road, Enfield). 

Among the young singers and actresses in this 
show will be Alicia Bonavita in the role of Pepper. She 
is daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bonavita of 
Springfield, and the granddaughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
Michael Bonavita of Feeding Hills. 

Tickets for “Annie Warbucks” are $12 for adults, 
and $10 for seniors and children under 12. A special 
pizza party is also being offered before each matinee 
performance for an additional $5 per ticket. 
Reservations may be made by calling (860) 745- 
6368. 

Happy 16th 
Birthday Lou! 



Time to move up to a car! 
We're very proud of you. 


Love, Mom, Dad & Mitch 
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®) Education 

Agawam Students Learn About The 3 R’s 



GRADE TWO STUDENTS at Granger and Clark Elementary Schools received a visit recently 
from Arianna Collins (back row, center) from the Center for Ecological Technology. Students 
learned about the 3 R’s (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) and were treated to two different birthday 
parties: one that used products that could be reused and recycled and thus reduce waste, and 
one that used disposable party goods. Students were surprised at the amount of waste one birth¬ 
day party could generate. The program was presented in conjunction with the health curricu¬ 
lum taught by Mrs. Cathy Gomes (back row, left). The students in Room 14 at Granger School 
are pictured with their teacher, Mrs. Linda Thomas (back row, right). 

Alexander Smith Named U.S. National 
Award Winner In History & Gov’t. 


The United States Achievement Academy has 
announced that Alexander Smith of Agawam has 
been named a United States National Award Winner 
\rv History & Government. This award is a prestigious 
honor very tew students can ever hope to attain, in 
fact, the Academy recognizes fewer than 10 percent 
of all American high school students. 

Smith, who attends Hampshire Christian Academy, 
was nominated for this national award by Dr. Michael 
McNicholas, a teacher and principal at the school. 
Smith will appear in the United States Achievement 
Academy Official Yearbook, which is published annu¬ 
ally. 

“Recognizing and supporting our youth is more 
important than ever before in America’s history. 
Certainly, United States Achievement Academy win¬ 
ners should be congratulated and appreciated for 


their dedication to excellence and achievement,” said 
Dr. George Steven s, Executive Director of the United 
States Achievement Academy. 

The Academy selects USAA winners upon the 
exclusive recommendation of teachers, coaches, 
counselors, and other qualified sponsors and upon 
the Standards of Selection set forth by the Academy. 
The criteria for selection are a student’s academic 
performance, interest and aptitude, leadership quali¬ 
ties, responsibility, enthusiasm, motivation to learn 
and improve, citizenship, attitude and cooperative 
spirit, dependability, and recommendation from a 
teacher or director. 

Smith is the son of Anne Marie Smith of Agawam. 
His grandparents are Alexander & Grace Baginski of 
Springfield. 


From The 
AHS Guidance 
Office... 

by Judy Cohen 
Agawam High School 
Guidance Counselor 


What Does Family Really Mean? 

I looked up family in the dictionary and found sev¬ 
eral meanings. One meaning is the one we always 
think of: “a social group composed of parents and 
their children"; another is “a group of individuals living 
under one roof and one head.” 

Frankly, I choose to think of the second definition 
as the real definition. I guess it’s because I have seen 
and heard so much that now I firmly believe that fam¬ 
ily is not determined by blood relations. Let’s look at 
two stories. 

Bill (not his real name) comes into my office. 
Looking dejected, he pulls a chair out and sits in it 
backwards, hanging over the front and peering up at 
me. “I know, Mrs. Cohen, you called me in because 
my grades have been going downhill, but you know 
what, I really don’t care. I mean no one seems to 
care, so I don’t care. I mean why should I bother? All 
that happens is I get yelled at no matter what I do.” 

Wow! It didn’t take an Einstein to figure out I had a 
depressed and disgruntled young man on my hands. 
With some careful prodding, since I didn’t want to 
appear too intrusive, I was able to ferret out the entire 
story. And it wasn’t a pretty one. 

It seems Mom and Dad had divorced when Bill was 
quite small, and Bill lived with Mom for just a few 
years. Unfortunately, Mom had some difficulties in her 
life and, due to bad judgement, chose to soften her 
pain through drugs and alcohol. Needless to say, Bill 
was taken from Mom’s home and placed in Dad’s. 
Dad had been used to being on his own; now he had 
a young child to take care of and he really wasn’t 
ready for the job. 

Dad’s vocation was demanding and tension-pro¬ 
ducing. He would come home all riled up and take out 
his frustrations on Bill. When Bill would misbehave, 
mental and physical abuse would ensue. As Bill got 
older, the abuse continued. Bill chose to run away and 
once he was found, he was placed in a foster home 
for a while. Why? Because it was deemed Bill was an 
unruly child! Now, I ask you to ponder that one and 
decide in your mind who really was the unruly child. 

Well, time passed and Bill finally was returned 
home. However, the physical and emotional abuse 
still continued. Poignantly, Bill told me that no one has 

SEE JUDY COHEN - Page 38 


If you have dropped off any photos to our office for Boy Scout activities, 
church events, etc., please pick them up after they appear in The A AN... 



Cecilia P. Calabrese 

Attorney at Law 

* Real Estate * Bankruptcy 
* Business Law * Personal Injury 
* Wills & Trusts 

789-7654 

Serving The Entire Greater Springfield Area & Connecticut 


Shooting Star Dance Center 



JULY 23-27 

For Further Information Please Call 786-0660 















OUTSTANDING “STUDENTS OF THE MONTH” were again named at the Agawam Junior High. From left: Jesika Martin, “Science Student 
of the Month”; Kari Marceno, “Art Student of the Month”; and Joe McGeoghan and Jennifer Book, “Physical Education Students of the 

Month.” Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 
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’’Students Of The Month” At The Junior High 



SEVENTH-GRADE “Physical Students of the 
Month” at the Agawam Junior High are Sam 

Mancini and Jessica Morris. Advertiser News photo by 
Kathy Shepard. 

JUDY COHEN - from Page 37 

ever hugged him or said that they loved him. How 
does Bill cope? I'll tell you ... and it's a sad commen¬ 
tary ... he chooses to go within himself and just shut 
everyone out. He chooses not to feel; when he does, 
it's too painful. So, I ask, does Bill truly live with fami- 
ly? 

★ * ★ 

Now, we'll look at case number two. I’ll call this 
young man Sean. His story is similar to Bill’s. He, too, 
is from a divorced home. Unlike Bill, his parents are 
not users of drugs or alcohol; however, they are 
abusers. 

Both have abused him emotionally. Both, perhaps, 
because of their own emotioanal scars, can find no 
room in their hearts for Sean, or perhaps they just 
don’t know how to show love and caring. 

Whatever... all I know is they have made his life 
miserable and his grades plummeted during his first 
two years in our school. Then, real family entered into 
his life. Not “blood” family, but caring, involved people 
who were unafraid to reach out, to give the requisite 
hugs and encouragement, and to take Sean into their 
home and hearts. Sean was offered a place to stay 
and decided to take it. 

Recently, I asked him why. He said simply, “I final¬ 
ly had to take control of my life. I realized I had let oth¬ 
ers control it." So, Sean moved out. It has been two 
years. He's a happy camper, has great grades, good 
SAT scores, and is looking forward to college. 

His wonderful “family” has encouraged him to feel 
good about himself, to hold his head high, and to go 
forward with a smile on his face, knowing that he is 
worthy of a good life. 

There are so many stories like the two I have 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


Head Start Now Schools To Conduct 


Taking Applications Kindergarten 


Westfield Area Head Start is now recruiting chil¬ 
dren for the 2001-2002 school year. 

Head Start is a family oriented preschool for low 
income and working families and offers four-hour 
school year classrooms as well as full day/full year 
choice. Meals and snacks are provided and limited 
transportation is available. 

Support services for families include information 
and referrals to other community resources, case 
management, workshops and learning opportunities, 
and many opportunities for parental involvement in 
the program. 

Westfield Area Head Start currently operates cen¬ 
ters in Westfield, West Springfield, Agawam, 
Southwick, and Blandford. Call the main site in 
Westfield (562-0586) for and application or informa¬ 
tion. 

shared. Some have happy endings; some are still 
being written; some will probably never improve. 
However, from these stories I have learned, regard¬ 
less of what Webster says, the true meaning for the 
word family. 

Family means people who care, people who share, 
people who listen, people who hug, and people who 
give you the strength, the courage, and the encour¬ 
agement to feel good about yourself as you grow in 
an environment filled with warmth. 

Family does not need to be comprised of people 
related by blood; family needs to be comprised of 
people related by the tie that binds ... love. 


Registration 

The Agawam Public Schools will be conducting 
registration and screening of children entering kinder¬ 
garten in September 2001. Children who will be five 
(5) years of age prior to October 1st are eligible for 
enrollment in kindergarten in September. 

Chapter 766, the Massachusetts Special 
Education Regulations, requires that each school dis¬ 
trict provide services for identifying children with spe¬ 
cial needs. Screening is not a test nor an in-depth 
evaluation, but an observance of how a child is grow¬ 
ing in different areas of development. 

A screening team, composed of specialists, will be 
observing the children’s development in several 
areas, namely. Speech, Language, Gross and Fine 
motor, Behavior and Physical Development. This 
process will be completed during the kindergarten 
registration which will be held at the elementary 
schools. 

The final screening dates will be held on May 3rd 
and 4th at Phelps School. Parents who have not 
already contactecd their neighborhood school should 
do so immediately. Children will be screened by 
appointment only. 

For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each 
and every week ... AANW 



AGAWAM- ROBINSON FIELDS 

July 16-20, Ages 5 to 12 

FULL DAY: 9am-3pm 1/2 DAY: 9am-12pm 

Camp Director; John VHgkt, Head Coach, Watts Pioneers 


SOCCER CITY SPORTSCENTER 

2041 Boston Rd. Wilbraham 

Spun# Solti in the Sotxex Shop 


AU6.13-17, Ages 9 to IS 

FULL DAY: 9anu3pm 1/2 DAY: 9am~12pm 
“Training tomorrow's professionals today" 
Camps abo in LwJhnr, Cast Long meadow, HatfieM 


2001 PREMIER CAMPS 

In association with Soccer City, advanced training 
is provided by Pioneer Coaches and Players. 





ALEX SARDELLA 


Alex Sardella 
Competes In 
Music Festival 


Congratulations to Alex Sardella, son of Dr. Peter 
and Elaine Sardella of Cranston, Rhode Island. Alex 
recently competed against other nine-year-olds in the 
keyboard category at the 39th Annual Accordian 
Teachers Association of Massachusetts Music 
Festival held in Newton, Massachusetts on April 8, 
2001 . 

Alex received second place for the standard song 
category, playing “ Sonatina" and third place for the 
pop song “Surfboard Boogie.” He receives weekly 
music lessons from the Robert Paola School of Music 
in Johnston. 

Alex is currently in fourth grade at Cranston 
Johnston Catholic Regional School and has been 
p\ay\ng \he keyboard for two years. 

He also played fall soccer for the City of Cranston 
(with his dad as head coach). Alex was on the 
school's basketball team this past winter and is now 
playing baseball for the City of Cranston. He is also in 
his second year of Webelos (Boy Scouts). 

He is the grandson of Jeanne Sardella and the late 
Richard A. Sardella of Feeding Hills, and Mr. & Mrs. 
Dean Christelis. 

Agawam High School 
Guidance Bulletin 

College Acceptances: Congratulations! 

Pamela Sherry: Bridgewater State College 

Heather Ferguson: Westfield State College 

Adam Mouneimneh: Clark University 

Shannon Holbrook: Northeastern University 

Ann Shibley: Bridgewater State College, 
Wheelock College 

Anthony Albro: Springfield Technical Community 
College 

Krista Sapelli: Springfield Technical Community 
College 

Seniors , please notify your counselor when you 
receive a college acceptance. 

Full-Day 
Kindergarten 
Mtg. Scheduled 

A Full-Day Kindergarten Meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 29th at 7:00 p.m. in the Community 
Room of the Agawam Police Station, 681 Springfield 
St., Agawam. 

For additional information, contact Diane Juzba at 
789-0804. 
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Jason Crawford Of Troop 78 Seeking 
Items For Eagle Scout Project 


Jason Crawford of Troop 78 is collecting non-per¬ 
ishable food, baby, and personal items for the Parish 
Cupboard as part of his Eagle Project. Donations may 
be dropped off at the Community Room of the 
Agawam Police Dept, on Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
or the West Springfield Fire Dept. Headquarters on 
Van Deene St. 

“I wish to thank you in advance for helping me to 
make my Eagle Project a success," said Jason. 


Following is a list of items needed: personal 
items: shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothpaste, 
mouthwash; baby items: diapers, baby food, formu¬ 
la, baby soap, baby lotion; non-perishable: soup, 
canned juices, cereal, beans, peanut butter, jelly, pas¬ 
tas, sauce. 

“These are just a few of the items needed. I’m sure 
you can think of many more. Thank you again for your 
support,” Jason said. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 



DeCaro Brothers 
Garden Center 

1236 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8-5:30 Sunday 8-4:30 


'ropane Refills 


786-0370 


MG & VISA 


Tree Sale 

Shade & Flowering Trees 




Saucer 

Magnolia 

large & bushy 
6-8’ Tali’ 


Only 


$99.00 


Red Leaf 
‘Crimson King 
Maples” 

8-10’ High &1-1/2 -2”caliper 

Only $11 0.00 


“Red Sunset 
Maples” 

10-12’ High & 

1-3/4 -2” caliper 

Only $120.00 


Bradford Flowering Pears - 1 - 1 / 2 ” caliper only - $115.00 


Peat Moss 

2 cu. ft. bale - 

$4.95 

3.8 cu. ft. bale - 

$5.95 

6 cu. ft. bale - 

$8.95 


“Earthgro” 
Potting Soil 

25 lb. bag 

99 cents 

each 


Cedar Mulch or 
Pine/Spruce 
Mulch 
$3.95 each 
3 For $9.95 


Red Colored Cedar Mulch - $ 4.50 Each or 3 For $12.95 

Bulk Loam. Compost & Bulk Mulch - delivery available (3 yd. min.) 

« 

Japanese “Bloodgood” 

Maples 

$69.00 


Pink & White 
Flowering Dogwoods 

starting at $79.00 

Weeping 

Flowering 

Cherry 

$99.00 



3’ Tall 


Japanese Flowering 
Dogwood 

(Summer White Flowers) 

8’ Tall - only $119.00 


Landscape Design & Planting 
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LONG-TIME PROFESSIONALS THAT have found news careers in teaching include (from left) Kathleen Cassanelli, seventh-grade English 
teacher at Agawam Junior High School; Michael Simpson, entrepreneurship, marketing, and retailing teacher at Agawam High School; and 
John Pistana, school adjustment counselor at Granger Elementary School Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


TEACHERS - from Page 1 

She also projected that “half of all U.S. teachers 
teaching in the year 2005 will have been hired since 
1995." 

According to Gail Dion, mentor coordinator for 
Agawam Schools, waivers granted to Massachusetts 
teachers who have no certification have increased 
from 509 in 1995-1996 to 1,017 in 1999-2000. 

A recent article in the Cape Cod Times said, “The 
problem (in Dennis-Yarmouth on the Cape) will likely 
get worse. By. next June, about 130 of Dennis- 
Yarmouth's 388 teachers - 33 percent - will be eligible 
for retirement.” 

Agawam faces a similar situation. According to 
Mrs. Dion, "In the past three years, 100 of approxi¬ 
mately 350 teaching positions have been filled by new 
hires. In addition, a newly-instituted state retirement 
system for teachers will allow many teachers to seek 
retirement up to five years earlier than they would 
have under the old system. This will only enhance the 
problem for school systems to fill vacant positions.” 

“To further complicate matters for us in Western 
Massachusetts, we are right on the Connecticut bor¬ 
der. They are experiencing the same teacher short¬ 
ages that we are, but they have the advantage of 
higher salaries,” added Mrs. Dion. 

Last year, Massachusetts redesigned the criteria 
for mentor/induction programs to include addressing 
issues of recruitment of teacher candidates. 

In an interview with us, Mrs. Dion discussed the 
efforts being made by school systems to attract mid¬ 
career people to the teaching profession. 

The Agawam Advertiser News was thus able to dis¬ 
cuss mid-career changes with three teachers from the 
Agawam School System. 

Known and missed by our readers, former AAN 
News Editor Kathy Cassanelli said, “I’m having the 
time of my life. I love every minute that I am at school 
with my students. I teach seventh-grade English and 
one health class. I put articles up on construction 
paper in my classroom from The Agawam Advertiser. 

I especially enjoy reading and displaying articles 
about the Junior High School or the mentoring pro¬ 
gram for my class in room 204. And it’s always great 
when any of my students are named in the stories.” 

Mrs. Cassanelli endured a prolonged and serious 
illness, which she told us is “the reason I am at the 
Junior High School now. After my health began to 
return, there was an opening to teach. I felt that it was 
‘now or never' for me. I’d survived a life-threatening ill¬ 
ness which brought me to an epiphany. I went to col¬ 
lege to be a teacher, but the opportunity was not there 
for me then.” Mrs. Cassanelli was with The Agawam 
Advertiser News for seven years. 

“I enjoyed my job, especially writing human interest 
stories, although the political writing was interesting, 
too. I learned a tremendous amount from my job, and 
Ric Sardella (editor and publisher) was great to me. 
Although I really love my work as a teacher, the hard¬ 
est part about choosing to teach was leaving the 
newspaper and the people I came in contact with on a 


daily basis. 

"But the kids are wonderful, the school is a won¬ 
derful place to work, and the mentoring program is 
simply excellent. Terry Ciarmatori, my mentor, Debbie 
Donaldson, the English Department coordinator with 
whom I share a classroom, and Laura Ramos, anoth¬ 
er seventh-grade teacher, could not be more gener¬ 
ous with their help and support. They have made this 
a wonderful year for me. And Kevin Littlefield (princi¬ 
pal), Marc Costanzi (vice-principal), Gail Dion, and a 
fantastic administration have made me feel like I have 
a new home.” 

Mrs.'Cassanelli continued, "How am I doing? You’d 
have to ask the kids. I think the Agawam Junior High 
is a wonderful school for kids to be in.” 

About the mentoring program, she said, “There is 
so much in the beginning for a new teacher. Even rou¬ 
tine incidents like fire drills, which call for turning off 
the lights and closing the doors and windows, were 
made much easier because of my mentor. It’s nice to 
know that if there’s a problem, there’s someone near¬ 
by to ask. We were always going back and forth 
across the hall. The kids are just great, they make me 
laugh, and I'm so glad I made the career change.” 

She summed up the entire issue with, “If you want 
to teach, DO IT!” 

The Entrepreneurial Program... 

Michael Simpson has been teaching entrepreneur- 
ship, marketing, and retailing at Agawam High School. 
“I spent about 10 years in business, some as a chim¬ 
ney sweep and several others with Ryder Trucks. I 
also worked as a business development executive 
with Lily Transportation, but I always wanted to teach. 
There came a time when I got to be over 40 and real¬ 
ized that the time would not come on its own. I went 
to American International College and got my mas¬ 
ter’s degree in secondary education, and I took a test 
to be state-certified.” 

The Entrepreneurial Program at AHS is affiliated 
with a program at Springfield Technical Community 
College. The course also involves selling and manag¬ 
ing the student store. 

“Twice a semester, I have a guest speaker for the 
class. For example, I’ve invited realtor Cindy Ayre 
(Ayre Real Estate) to my class. I think this is in my 
heart because my father was an entrepreneur, a 
builder of homes,” Simpson reflected. 

When Gerry Smith (the previous entrepreneurial 
teacher) retired, Simpson was eager to apply for the 
position. 

He has an undergraduate degree from the 
University of Massachusetts in marketing, and he 
taught at Hampshire Regional in Westhampton until 
he was hired for the Agawam job. Simpson has been 
an assistant coach at Cathedral. He also coached 
West Springfield when he was a student teacher 
there. 

“I felt I wanted to do something that could make a 
difference,” he said. 

A Retired Emergency Psychiatrist... 

Another person who changed careers to teach is 


For all the hometown news, you turn our 
pages each and every week ... AAN!!! 


John Pistana. whose original training was educational 
certification as a guidance counselor. He was an 
emergency psychiatrist in clinical psychiatry at 
Baystate Medical Center for 27 years, but at the age 
of 55, he retired. 

“I wanted to do something different. Our kids had 
moved on and pursued their own careers. I had kept 
up my certification during my years at Baystate. I 
applied for an adjustment counselor job and was hired 
in Agawam at Granger School. I continue to teach due 
to my faculty appointment at Tufts. I also teach at 
Springfield College part-time.” 

The Massachusetts Department of Education has 
started a new program called MINT to help people 
transition from other careers. 

This offers a seven-week program in the summer 
(with support and additional training throughout the 
year) for those who wish to teach. Successful partici¬ 
pants in this program receive an initial teaching cer¬ 
tificate from the state. 

Mrs. Dion added, “The Agawam Schools would like 
to reach out to community members who might be 
interested in entering the teaching profession. 

This would apply to people who are certified but 
perhaps have never taught or taught earlier in their 
careers, or to those who hold a bachelor of arts with 
no teaching credentials.” 

Again, the public meeting will be held on May 14th 
in the cafeteria of Agawam Junior High School at 7:00 
p.m. to present information and answer questions 
about options. 


I’m graduating 
from college! 



Congratulations, 

Meg! 


Love, 

Amy - Class of *98 




April 26, 2001 
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Blood Drive Held As Eagle Scout Project 


c= 



Lunch Menu 


Agawam High School 

Mon., Apr. 30th: Stewart’s French bread 
pizza, chips, fresh whole baby carrots, 
chilled fruit, assorted pudding. 

Tues., May 1st: Spicy chicken pattie on a 
bun in wrapper, seasoned potato rounds, 
seasoned green beans, assorted chilled 
fruit. 

Wed., May 2nd: Turkey w/gravy, large 
scoop of mashed potatoes, seasoned corn, 
warm dinner roll, assorted chilled fruit, 
“wacky cake.” 

Thurs., May 3rd: Grilled ham & cheese 
sandwich, buttered rotini w/chopped broc¬ 
coli, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
cookie. 

Fri., May 4th: Shaved turkey & cheese 
bagel melt, individual Lays chips, vegetable 
of the day, assorted chilled fruit, dessert of 
the day. 

Junior High School 

Mon., Apr. 30th: Buttered rotini w/meat- 
balls on the side, warm bread stick, sea¬ 
soned green beans, chilled fruit, assorted 
pudding. 

Tues., May 1st: Chicken pattie on a bun 
with mayo, seasoned potato rounds, sea¬ 
soned green peas, assorted chilled fruit. 

Wed., May 2nd: Stewart’s French bread 
pizza, chips, fresh whole baby carrots, 
assorted chilled fruit, school-baked cookie. 

Thurs., May 3rd: Turkey with gravy, large 
scoop of mashed potatoes, seasoned corn, 
warm dinner vo\\, assorted ch'tUed fruit, 1 
i “wacky cake.” 

Fri., May 4th: Shaved ham & cheese 
bag el melt, individual Fritos, vegetable of the 
day, assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

Middle & Elementary Schools 

Mon., Apr. 30th: Buttered rotini w/meat- 
sauce on the side, warm dinner roll, sea¬ 
soned green beans, chilled fruit, assorted 
pudding. 

Tues., May 1st: Five chicken nuggets 
w/dipping sauce, buttered rotini w/chopped 
broccoli, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
brownie. 

Wed., May 2nd: Stewart’s 4x5 cheese 
pizza, chips, fresh whole baby carrots, 
assorted chilled fruit, school-baked cookie. 

Thurs., May 3rd: Diced turkey w/gravy, 
mashed potatoes, seasoned corn, warm din¬ 
ner roll, chilled fruit, “wacky cake.” 

Fri., May 4th: Grilled ham & cheese sand¬ 
wich, individual goldfish, vegetable of the 
day, assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 


TROOP 82 BOY SCOUT STEVEN IACOLO chose a blood drive through the American Red 
Cross as an Eagle Scout project. Steven chose this project when he learned that blood banks 
throughout the state continue to be low. The blood drive was held at the Agawam 
Congregational Church in Agawam Center. There were nearly 80 donors. In top photo (from 
left): Janine Iacolo, Steven’s mother; Steven Iacolo, scout; Sara Raymond, Red Cross techni¬ 
cian; and Nicole Flamand, Red Cross technician. Lying down on the table is blood donor 
Sueanne Hansen of Feeding Hills. In photo below: Some of Scout Steven Iacolo’s helpers at the 
blood drive (from left): Mario Iacolo, Steven’s father; Janine Iacolo, Steven’s mother; Steven 
Iacolo, scout; Paul Jensen, scoutmaster; and Nancy Connor, American Red Cross. Advertiser 
News photos by Kathy Shepard. 
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WHEN IT COMES TO RENTING TOOLS & EQUIPMENT-- 

MO ONE HAS MORE PRODUCTS, SERVICES 
OR EXPERIENCE THAN TAYLOR RENTAL! 


This year, when you're ready to clean 
the yard and fix up the house, do 
what thousands of families do. Rent 
from Taylor Rental. Taylor rents literal 
ly hundreds of items for every type of 
do-it-yourself project imaginable. And 
because each store is independently 
owned and operated by people who 
live right here in the Valley, 
you can depend on them ' \ 
for their vast knowledge v-u. 

and many years of rental Trlltfcu 


experience. They know what it takes 
to get a job done right. And when 
it comes to customer service and 
convenience, Taylor can't be beat: 
they have a guaranteed reservation 
system, easy parking, fast in-fast out, 
special overnight or weekend rates, 
and delivery services. Call today! 

Lawn • Yard»Floor Care • 
Contractor's Equip. • Power 
tV. ... J? 7 Fools * Paint & Wallpaper • 
Plumbing • Automotive 


IAYLOR RENTAL 

RENT THE EQUIPMENT. KEEP THE ADVICE 


413 786 0788 

* Networks 
» Maintenance 
Internet 
' Training 

Accounting Systems Set-Up 


In-Home/Office Service 

« Custom Built Systems 
- Repairs & Upgrades 
' Installations 
-. Hardware/Software 
* Data Conversion 


AGAWAM 
221 Springfield 5t. 
(Next to Sarat Ford) 

786-4433 


WEST SPFLD. 
306 Westfield St. 
(fit 20 . Tubb's Hill) 

734-7374 


WILBRAHAM 
1997 Boston Rd 
(1 Mi E of Eastfield Mall) 

543-4255 


10% Senior Citizens Discount 
Fast ■ Friendly * Reliable 
Reasonable Prices 


Microsoft 


www.taylorrental.com/agawam 


Do Business with a Certified Professional 
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Signs Free Agent Contract... 

McGeoghan to Get Pro Shot With New York Jets 


by Dave Rollins 

Sports Editor 


Very few of us get the opportunity to become a pro¬ 
fessional athlete and enjoy all the prestige, stature, 
and hard work that attends such a lofty station in our 
society. 

Well, Agawam’s Phil McGeoghan will get that 
opportunity. 

Phil, a football standout at Agawam High (All- 
Western Mass.) and a High School All-American in 
track before ending up at the University of Maine as a 
standout wide receiver, signed a free agent contract 
with the New York Jets shortly after the final round of 
this past weekend’s NFL draft. 

“I'm very excited. But I know my work has just 
begun. My next goal is to make the active roster. And 
if that doesn't happen right away, then make the prac¬ 
tice squad. I’ve always pushed myself. This will mean 
pushing to the limit,” he said. 

And he’ll get that chance in a hurry. On Thursday, 
April 26th, he headed down to Hofstra University in 
Hemstead, New York (the team’s summer training 
facility) for a rookie and free agent camp. 

For Phil, still in his senior year at UMaine and work¬ 
ing towards a degree in marketing, this pro deal is not 
surprising to him. “No, they scouted me all during my 
senior football season. I had guys from the Jets work 
me out at Maine.” 

and while he didn’t go to the big college scouting 
combine in Indianapolis, he did attend one at UMass. 
There were about a dozen reps from various NFL 
teams on hand. “They worked us out pretty good,” the 
former Brownie noted. 

Maybe that's why there were a pack of teams inter¬ 
ested in him. They included not only the Jets, but the 
Chicago Bears, Indianapolis Colts, and Baltimore 
Ravens, among others. It all came down to the final 
deal worked out by his agent, Brian Withers, and the 
fact that Phil had done his homework. 

“It was pretty nerve-wracking towards the end of 
the draft. I got rosters on every team in the league and 
looked hard at their receiving corps. The Colts sud¬ 
denly didn't seem interested. The Bears were and 
offered me a better deal as far as money went. But it 
was only for a year. The Jets came in at the last 
minute with a three-year package and money up front. 

“Besides,” Phil added, “I looked at the number of 
receivers Chicago had on hand and the number of 
guys New York was carrying - about half as many. My 
chances there seemed better.” 

Now that he has the chance, we asked Phil what 
the Jets see in him. Besides the fact that he runs a 4.4 
forty, he noted some other things. 

“They told me they needed a big, athletic receiver 
who could adjust well and move the ball downfield. I 
am that and can do that.” 

It also didn’t hurt that McGeoghan, at 6’3” and 223 
pounds, is a tremendous leaper (as proven in his track 
days - high jump in high school), which should serve 

Car Wash Coupons 
Available From AHS 

I • 

Hockey Booster Club 

Keep your car clean this spring! Golden Nozzle car 
wash coupons arp presently available from the 
Agawam High School hockey booster club. They are 
a $5.99 or $6.99 value for only $5! 

See your AHS hockey player or call Cathy, 786- 

9597 - v - 

For all the hometown news, you 
turn our pages each and every 
week... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 



ALL OF HIS HARD WORK ON THE GRID- 


him well in those airborne battles every wideout soon¬ 
er or later has to wage against the defensive backs. 

There was a consideration, however. When Phil 
was being recruited out of high school as a wide 
receiver, it was also noted that he was a fine defen¬ 
sive back. Boston College wanted him, but at that 
position. It was an offer Phil refused. 

“I didn’t really want to play there,” he noted. 

Boston University wanted him on the offensive side 
of the ball, so he ended up a Terrier and stood out 
there. When BU dropped the sport, UMaine snapped 
him up. 

And his junior season with the Black Bears con¬ 
vinced Phil he could go to the next level. 

Now with a shot at the pros, which he admitted 
(after the machinations of the draft and all that came 
with it) is a big business and no matter how much you 
might love the game, you had better never forget that 
fact. 


IRON has certainly paid off for Phil “|’ m going there as a potential wide receiver,” he 



said. He says the Jets’ wide-open style would be per¬ 
fect for him on offense, noting that besides catching, 
he is also an accomplished down field blocker, which 
would certainly aid the good running backs they have. 

In the end, though, he admitted, you have to play 
where they say and just suck it up and give it nothing 
but your best. 

He said he did get to talk with former UMaine offen¬ 
sive lineman Mike Flynn of Agawam (Cathedral High), 
who won a Super Bowl ring with the world champion 
Baltimore Ravens, to get an idea of what he could 
expect. Flynn started for the Ravens. 

\f he makes it in New York, his famiiy wi\\ no doubt 
come to see him play whenever possible. He also 
noted something else. “New York is closer to home 
than the University of Maine!” 

He is the son of Dr. Philip McGeoghan, Jr. and 
Joann McGeoghan. 


McGeoghan 


Final 


i bignzUjys > 

In-Town and 
Pioneer Valley Jg£ 

Sunday, May 6th 


Italian Sporting Club 

349 Cooper Street - Agawam 

10 am - 2 pm 

Agawam Soccer Hats And Water 
Bottles Will Be Sold, 
i Also Raffle For 

H41F Revolution Tickets. 
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AHS Softball Falls To 4-3 After Whitewash 

by Dave Rollins 

Sports Editor 
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By Holyoke High 


After the frustrating 5-3 loss at South Hadley, the 
Agawam High girls’ softball team was back at it on 
Friday, April 20th, with a game at Holyoke. It was not 
a good day for the Brownies, as they ran into a hot 
pitcher in Laurin Maruca, who shut them out, 2-0, and 
allowed only five Agawam hits (all singles). Along the 
way, she dusted 10. 

Agawam pitcher/junior Kate Ludwig, in the circle for 
her third game in a row, got into trouble in the second. 
Two errors saw Knights at first and second. Ludwig 
(with some good defense) managed to nail two run- 


well as Maruca the rest of the way. She saw her mates 
with another chance in the sixth. 

Clark led off with an infield single. Gendron singled, 
putting runners at first and second. A pop to the catch¬ 
er saw senior Caitlyn Conte get the first out. Senior 
Jen Bishop then drove a ball to short, and Blackman 
was forced at third. 

Freshman catcher Teresa Bonavita (batting from 
the left side) popped out to center, ending the 
Agawam threat. 


Brownie Coach Courtnie Hyland - who saw her 
team go 2-2 during vacation week - admitted her team 
was beating themselves and had some work to do in 
practice. 

AGAWAM STATS: Blackman -1-3,1 SB; Clark -1- 
4; Gendron - 1-3, 1 SB; Conte - 0-3; Bishop - 0-3; 
Bonavita -1-3; Taylor - 0-2; Midura - 0-1; Merola - 1- 
3, 1 SB; Jackson - 0-2; Pietroniro - 0-1. 

PITCHING: Ludwig (L) - 6 IP, 5 H, 2 R, 2 ER, 0 BB, 
3 SO, 2.33 ERA. 



ners at third on two force plays. 

She had two down with a runner in scoring position. 
A single to center was short, and Holyoke wasn't 
about to test senior Amanda Merola's arm. However, 
an offfield double brought two ruhs home for the only 
scoring Holyoke would need in this one. 

The Brownies - swinging at mostly air - went down 
without as much as a whimper until the third, when 
they mounted a semi-threat. 

Merola laid down a bunt and reached on an error 
when the throw to first was dropped. Junior Erin 
Jackson went down on strikes (Maruca’s fifth at the 
time). 

Lead-off hitter Tiff Blackman reached on a bunt sin¬ 
gle, sending Merola (who'd stolen second) to third. 
But Maruca, who has over 70 strikeouts this season, 
punched out seniors Keegan Clark and Jill Gendron to 
end the threat. 

Ludwig settled down and pitched pretty much as 


The Brownies went in order in the seventh. They 
went to 4-3. Holyoke rose to 6-0. 


AGAWAM: 0 R, 5 H, 3 E, 6 LOB; HOLYOKE: 2 R, 
5 H, 1 E, 5 LOB. 


Berkshire Power’s 

6th Annual 


Saturday, May 5th 

10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 


Players Sought For 
Agawam Women’s 
Softball League 


36 Moyian Lane 
Agawam 


The Agawam women’s softball league is looking 
for players. 

Any women over age 18 who are interested in 
playing slow-pitch softball on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings should call the Agawam Parks & Recreation 
Office at 821-0513. 


Directions: From Rte. 57, South on Rte. 75 
till third light, take a right onto Shoemaker 
Lane, follow for approximately 2 miles to 

Moyian Lane on right. 


ADVERTISER NEWS 


DARKER 

IMAGE 


FOR THE PAST 6 YEARS, BERKSHIRE POWER 
HAS BEEN THE PROUD SPONSOR OF 
TREE DAY, PROVIDING FREE, HEARTY 
EVERGREEN SAPLINGS. WE’VE GIVEN AWAY 
OVER 50,000 TREES. WE SALUTE THE PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE CARED ENOUGH ABOUT OUR 
ENVIRONMENT TO PLANT THEM. 


A Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-9pm 
Sat. 9am-5pm 
Sun. 12pm-5pm 

Hot New Bulbs 
Open 7 Days A Week 

(With 12 Tanning Units) 

* Specials Monthly 

* Ultra Bronz 

* Sun Capsule VHR 

* Wolf Beds 

* Mega Max Extreme 


THANK YOU 


FREE Douglas Fir Tree Saplings 
or new this year 

White Flowering 2yr. Dogwood Seedlings 


(First come, first serve basis) 


Agawam 

789-0489 
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Longmeadow Laxmen Prove Too Much For AHS, 10-3 


The Agawam High boys’ lacrosse team had a day 
of work - and more - on Tuesday afternoon (April 24th) 
when Longmeadow High came calling up at Harmon 
Smith Field. The Lancers, always a powerhouse, got 
back on the bus with a 10-3 win. 

Agawam got some encouragement early in this 
one. Jim Evans scored first, at 11:02 of the first period 
off a Vin Tirone assist. 

But the Lancers didn’t seem the least bit fazed. 
They came back with two quick scores of their own to 
lead 2-1 halfway through the period. With time running 
out, they added one more score and upped their lead 
to 3-1 as the first period came to a close. 

Agawam felt its chances were still good as the sec¬ 
ond 12 minutes got underway. Longmeadow won the 
faceoff, but the Brownies (behind some tough defense 
led by Greg Boisvert and the hard hitting of junior 
defender Rob Cullen) seemed to have things under 
control. However, at 1:49 in, Longmeadow scored in 
front to go up, 4-1. 

Then, 30 seconds later, they did it again to up their 
margin to 5-1. 

After an Agawam time-out, the Brownies won the 
faceoff on a good effort by Evans. Mike Tercyak and 
Dave Pashek went to work around the Lancers’ net. 
Mike DeCaro took the ball and passed back to Evans, 
who had the shot (but it went over the net). 

Jon Sikes was there and passed back into the box. 
Brian McGuire had an opening, but the Longmeadow 
defenders were all over him. He dumped off to Evans, 
who tried to muscle his way towards the Lancers’ 
goal. But the Brownie senior misfired, and it was 
Longmeadow’s turn on offense again. 

The shot on Agawam’s net was a one-hopper. 
Brownie keeper John DeCaro made a good save, but 
he got beat on the rebound for Longmeadow’s sixth 
goal with 5:30 to go. As so often happens, one goal 
begets another. Thirty seconds later, they scored 
again to lead, 7-1. 

Despite their efforts, it was obvious the Brownies’ 
defense was being outplayed and the offense just 
couldn’t come up with a solution to the visitors’ pin¬ 
point passing and constant penetration into the box. 
With a little over four minutes left, Longmeadow 
scored again, making it 8-1. 


by Dave Rollins 

Sports Editor 

Brownies had a power play. But even with a man 
advantage, they couldn’t crack the tough visiting 
defense. 

The half ended 8-1, visitors. 

The Brownies got a good talking to from their 
coaches during the intermission, and it seemed to 
sink in. They started out on defense hitting everything 
in sight, especially Cullen. Boisvert, and Joe Lancour 
helped out. 

Their performances jacked-up the offense and, at 
2:30 in, Mike DeCaro (off an assist from Tirone) made 
it 8-2, Longmeadow. 


The Lancers shrugged off the score and got anoth¬ 
er 30 seconds later, upping their lead to 9-2. 

Agawam had a good offensive rush at the four- 
minute mark behind Mike Ruscio, Sikes, and Pashek. 
But they couldn’t sustain it. Longmeadow did sustain 
its muster, and this led to another score to make it 10- 
2 . 

But the Brownies didn't give up, scoring on an 
Evans drive with five minutes gone. 

The third period ended, 10-3,'Lancers. 

There were five minutes left and the Brownies were 

SEE BOYS’ LACROSSE - Page 45 




S AUTOMATIC VERIFICATION $ 


Right after that score, they were back on offense. 
DeCaro made another nice stop. Mike DeCaro 
brought the Brownies back. With 41 seconds left, the 


'We treat your kids like gold! ” 

N0 experience necessary 

Ao* r—^ 

Water Slide • Arts & Crafts • Theme Weeks 
Inflatables • Outdoor Games • Contests & Exhibitions 


Polish American 
Club of Agawam 

139 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills 

(413) 786-0973 

BINGO 

Progressive Game $1,125.00 
HOT-HOT-HOT $900.00 


YOUNG TOTS SUMMER CAMP 


Young Tots Director: 
Eileen LaVallee 

Preschool teacher 21 years. 
Happy Time Pre School, 
Enfield, CT.; Degree in 
Early Childhood 
Education; Certification 
in MA as director and lead 
teacher. Certified 
in First Aid and 
Sf C.P.R.. 


Self-confidence through 
fun and fitness 
Motor skill 
development ^ 5 — 
Meeting new % ^J||| 

FUN! FUN! FUN! ' 


EVERY TUESDAY 6:45 P.M 
DOORS OPEN 4:30 P.M. 


ALL PAPER GAMES 
TWO WINNERS-TAKE-ALL 

* TWO HALLS FOR RENT 
CLUB CATERER AVAILABLE 
CALL JANICE AT 786-9798 


103 Gold Street (off Rt. 75) • Agawam, MA OlOOI 

(Near The Oaks Banquet House) 
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Shea & Nowell Lead AHS Over S. Hadley A § awam COA 


by Dave 

Sports 

The Agawam High girls’ lacrosse team was in 
South Hadley last Friday afternoon (April 20th) and 
came away with an 11-5 win. 

Agawam was on the attack for most of the first half, 
behind Jenna Shea and Erin Gloster, yet it was the 
Tigers who scored first 4:14 in. 

The Brownies tied it at one with seven minutes 
gone. South Hadley scored 1:50 seconds later to take 
a 2-1 lead. 

Danielle Weiner and Courtney Poirier then led a 
Brownie rush, and Katie Feato finished it off to tie 
things at the half, 2-2. 

Agawam was all over the place in the second half, 
outscoring the hosts, 9-3. 


Rollins 

Editor 

Among those who were big on offense were Ally 
Nowell with three goals. Shea also had three. Kara 
Dominick chipped in with a deuce. Feato also had 
two, and Kyleigh Egan popped in one. 

Junior keeper Lucy Young played tough in goal 
again for Agawam, with 13 saves in front of the good 
Agawam “D." 

GIRLS’ LAX VS LONGMEADOW 

While the boys were having a tough time at home, 
the girls were at Longmeadow, losing 10-1 on 
Tuesday, April 24th. 

The Brownies’ lone score came from junior Jenna 
Shea, the team’s top gun. 

The girls fell to 3-2. Longmeadow rose to 5-0. 


UNICO Schedules Fourth Annual Golf Outing 


On Sunday, May 27th, the Agawam Chapter of 
UNICO National will be holding its fourth Annual 
UNICO Golf Tournament at the Agawam Country 
Club. 

According to Joe Conte, Jr., president of the 
Agawam Chapter, and Donald Hanna, chairman of 
this year’s upcoming tournament, this event will fea¬ 
ture six hole-in-one prizes, including an automobile as 
a grand prize, as well as many, many other prizes for 
everyone. What’s more, there will be a complete steak 


dinner at the Polish American Club on Southwick 
Street in Agawam following the tournament. 

Once again this year, the tournament will be a 
scramble, best ball format, and tickets are $50 per 
person and $200 per foursome. Last year’s tourna¬ 
ment was a sellout, so plan on purchasing your tick¬ 
ets early to assure a chance to play in this great tour¬ 
nament. Tickets and additional information are avail¬ 
able by calling Joe Conte, Jr. at 786-6700, John Conte 
at 786-9518, or Don Hanna at 786-3946. 


Agawam Youth Cheerleaders Slate Tryouts 


Agawam Youth Cheerleaders will hold tryouts and 
registration for the 2001 cheerieading season. 

Pee-Wee Squad tryouts will be held at Robinson 
Park School. All children entering grades three and 
four in September 2001 are eligible. 

Practice will be Monday, April 30th, 5:00-6:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, May 1st, 5:00-6:30 p.m. Selection/judging 
will be Wednesday, May 2nd, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 


Please note that a parent or guardian must be 
present at registration, as a child cannot participate 
without the required consent form. 

A $1 tryout fee will be charged to cover tryout 
expenses. 

For more information, please call Sue Svadeba at 
786-2592, Peggy Cowell at 786-8649, or Patti Dionne 
at 786-6491. ' 


Slates May 18th 
Golf Tournament 

The Annual Agawam Council on Aging Golf 
Tournament is scheduled to be held at the Agawam 
Municipal Golf Course on May 18th at 7:30 a.m. 

Cost is $50. To reserve a foursome, call 786-0400, 
ext. 242/243. 

There will be a shotgun start and scramble scoring 
at 7:30 a.m., with a continental breakfast at 7:00 a.m. 
and a deli meal at the end of play. 

Prizes will be awarded for winning foursome, clos¬ 
est to the pin, and closest to the line. 

There will be lots of raffle prizes, including a 25” 
color television donated by Colonial Forastiere 
Funeral Homes. 

All proceeds will go toward the expansion of the 
Agawam Senior Center 

BOYS’ LACROSSE - from Page 44 

still playing tough. DeCaro made some big saves. 
Ruscio had a great chance up the middle at 4:25, but 
the shot was just left of the Lancers’ net. 

Mike DeCaro and Tirone worked a deal after that, 
with DeCaro taking the shot. It, too, just missed to the 
left side. 

John DeCaro made another fine save with under 
three to go. Tercyak got robbed when the Brownies 
went back on offense. Vin Martucci also had a good 
chance as time wound down. 

Actually, the Brownies played the second half two- 
all and, at times, outplayed Longmeadow in that half. 
But the Lancers did too much damage in the first 24 
for Agawam to really get back into it. 

Agawam fell to 2-5. The Lancers rose to 4-2. 


V&F Auto Service = 


Wkh-net. 

Professional 



MASSACHUSETTS 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
INSPECTION STATION 


443 Springfield Street Agawam, M A 01001 '^*j**>* w ? 

(413)789-2181 » 

ViSit Our Web Site - WWW.vfauto.com * US! awmCMaumesmaiianrurs MA INSPECTION STATION NO. 4473 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.; Sat., 8:00 A.M. -12:00 Noon 



WARNING!!! 


Don’t Call Any Other Auto 
Repair Company Until You Listen 
To This FREE Recorded Message! 

Learn 4 Costly Misconceptions About Auto 
Repair And The 7 Questions You Must Ask Any 
Auto Repair Shop Before You Set Up An Appointment! 


-ASK -- 

US HOW YOU CAN 
PARTICIPATE IN OUR KEEP 
EDUCATION ROLLING PROGRAM 






Wo 


L^l A V 

K>; 


CONSUMER INFORMATION 
CALL ANYTIME 24 HOURS A DAY * 735-1717 


6 Reasons To Call V&F Auto Service 

1. We’ll fix only what is necessary. We’ll NEVER pressure you 
into getting additional work done. 

2. All work is guaranteed with a 6 month labor/1 year parts war¬ 
ranty. 

3. We use only the latest in diagnostic equipment to make sure 
your problem is fixed right THE FIRST TIME! 

4. We can provide a local ride for you. We want to make getting 
your vehicle repaired as convenient as possible. 

5. Our technicians are ASE certified to make sure you get the 
highest quality repairs possible. 

6. Coast to coast guarantee on most parts. 


SPRING CAR CARE SPECIAL 


1) OIL & FILTER SERVICE (up to 5 quarts) most 
vehicles - some filters slightly higher £ A ap 

2) TIRE ROTATION, as needed $04.93 

3) COMPLETE BRAKE INSPECTION 

4) CHECK ANTIFREEZE & ALL FLUIDS Re 9- $69.95 

5) INSPECT BELTS & HOSES 

6) TEST BATTERY & CHARGING SYSTEM 

7) EXTENSIVE VEHICLE SAFETY INSPEC¬ 
TION 

8) CONSULTATION ON PROBLEMS YOU 
MAY BE HAVING WITH YOUR CAR 

Most cars and trucks. Diesel vehicles may result in extra charge. Exp. 5/10/01. 


^ FREE^^ 
ALIGNMENT 
CHECK 


- 90 DAYS 
SAME AS CASH! 



CA*° 




Pothole Alignment Special 


Rotate, Balance 
& 2 Wheel 
Alignment. 
Free Safety Check 


Only... 

$49.95 

Reg. $67.95 


With 4-Wheel Alignment, only 

$59.95 

Reg. $77.95 


Most vehicles - Exp. 5/10/01 
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THANKS TO ITS 6-1 victory over Longmeadow on Saturday, April 21st, the AHS boys’ varsi¬ 
ty baseball team (pictured above) upped its 2001 record to 6-2. 
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Boys ’ Varsity Baseball... 

Brownies Travel 
To Norwich To 
Skewer Lancers 

How many of us have watched a professional 
baseball game and wished we had a chance to play 
on the same field as the pros? On Saturday, April 
21st, the Agawam High boys’ varsity baseball team 
got that chance and played as flawless as their sur¬ 
roundings, coming away with a 6-1 win over a very 
good Longmeadow team and avenging a defeat earli¬ 
er in the season.. 

Thanks to the efforts of the Agawam Baseball 
Booster Club, the two teams met at Dodd Stadium in 
Norwich, CT, which serves as the home Of the 
Norwich Navigators, an AA Minor League affiliate of 
the New York Yankees. 

As part of a unique fundraiser, both teams traveled 
together, were given lunch, a ticket to the ballgame, 
and then took the field for their own ballgame before a 
surprisingly large contingent of Agawam fans who 
made the trip to Norwich. 

The only things better than atmosphere, weather, 
and surroundings was the way the Browies played, as 
they took full advantage of this rare opportunity to 
exhibit their best combined effort of the 2001 season. 

Senior righthander Marc Barcomb was king of the 
hill for the Brownies, as he set Longmeadow down in 
order over the first three innings of play. Longmeadow 
nicked Barcomb for its only run of the game 
(unearned) in the fourth. 

With two out, Chris McCarthy reached on an error, 
stole second, and then scored on a Chris Methes dou¬ 
ble down the leftfield line. Barcomb would finish the 
game going the distance and giving up only three hits, 


not walking a batter, and completing the kind of per¬ 
formance that allows Brownies Head Coach Pete 
Clark to sleep peacefully. 

While Longmeadow pitcher Brian Harr sailed along 
smoothly for five innings, he ran into a Brownie hit 
storm in the sixth. Trailing 1-0 after five, Tony LeClair 
blasted a Harr fastball deep to left centerfield to open 
the fifth with a double. After a groundout and a walk, 
Clark inserted John Lynch as a pinch hitter with run¬ 
ners on first and third. The move paid off. 

On a 3-2 pitch, Lynch lined a solid single to center, 
scoring LeClair. Mike Hill (attempting to advance to 
third) appeared to be a dead out, but the relay throw 
was off the mark. 

With runners on second and third and the 
Longmeadow infield drawn in, Corey Federico deliv¬ 
ered a hard line drive to left, scoring Hill. That would 
be all for Harr, as he was lifted in place of righthander 
John Rappaport. Rappaport walked David Bienia, but 
then recorded a key strikeout for out number two. 


Enter Brandon Donovan, Agawam’s senior short¬ 
stop who, one day earlier, had two homeruns (good 
for a 6 RBI day). When you’re hot, you’re hot ... and 
Donovan torched any Longmeadow hopes of surviv¬ 
ing the fateful sixth inning, as he drilled a 2-2 pitch to 
the wall in deep right centerfield for a base-clearing, 
three-run double. Agawam added one run in the sev¬ 
enth and finished with a well-played, 6-1 victory. 

As of this game, Agawam had six wins and two 
losses on the year. What’s more, this game capped off 
a good vacation week for the Brownies. Prior to the 
contest in Norwich, they chalked up wins over East 
Longmeadow, South Hadley, and Ludlow. 

On Friday, April 20th, it was a 24-5 romp over 
Ludlow. For Agawam, Gilbert had a dinger in addition 
to Donovan’s aforementioned pair. 

At presstime, the Brownies were scheduled to host 
Amherst on Wednesday, Aprit 25th, and then travel to 
Westfield on Thursday, April 26th, to play a night 
game (7:00 p.m.) at Bullens Field. 



“7he Gutter That Never Clogs ... 

Guaranteed/”™ 

ADVANTAGES 

* One-Piece Seamless* Construction 

* Maintenance Free 

* One-Day Installation 

* Heavy Duty Aluminum 

* Wide Range of Colors 

* 20-Year Limited Finish Warranty 

*This is not a covering device for existina gutters, but a 
complete, dne-piece gutter system. 


End Cleaning Out Your Gutters 
Forever, Guaranteed! ™ 


$100.00 OFF; 

Full Gutter Installation [ 

(100 Ft. Minimum) i 



OF CONNECTICUT, LLC. 


571 Nutmeg Rd - North 
South Windsor, CT 06074 

1-800-814-5323 



FREE CONSULTATION 



860-289-8924 

www.LeafGuard.com 


CT Reg. #00550688 US Patent # 4,757,649 

MA Reg. 125101 



OF CONNECTICUT, LLC. 


Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Must be presented at time of 
contract signing. 


WITH THIS COUPON 
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Smorgasbord To Benefit George Fontaine Wrestling Scholarship 


The George E. Fontaine Wrestling Scholarship 
Benefit Smorgasbord is scheduled for Friday, April 
27th at 6:00 p.m. at the Polish American Club, 
Southwick Street, Feeding Hills. 

The scholarship was unanimously adopted by res¬ 
olution by the Agawam School Committee at their 
January 24th meeting. It will be available to one grad¬ 
uating senior per year. Applicants will be evaluated 
based on financial need, character, scholastic record, 
and involvement in the Agawam High School 
wrestling program. 

George Fontaine died tragically in August of 1999 
at age 14. He was active with the Agawam Youth 


Wrestling club and attended James Clark Elementary 
School. In his memory, his family and friends are 
going all out to make this benefit fundraiser a tremen¬ 
dous success. In addition to the smorgasbord, there 
will be a DJ, dancing, lots of raffles, and a door prize. 

Present Agawam wrestling Coach Kirk Parker, who 
is also involved with the youth program, remembers 
George as a fun-loving boy with a competitive spirit. 
“George was very outgoing and friendly with an infec¬ 
tious smile. Whenever we went to youth tournaments, 
George always tried his hardest to win every match 
(and he usually won more than he lost), but no matter 
what. George made friends with every kid in his 


weight class. They had fun all day, just hanging out 
together and getting into a little harmless mischief 
here and there,” Parker said. 

Your donation of $15 per ticket will benefit the 
scholarship fund. If you are unable to attend but would 
like to make a donation, you may send it to George 
Fontaine Scholarship Fund, Agawam High School, c/o 
Dan Sullivan, Agawam Maintenance Department, 760 
Cooper St., Agawam, MA 01001. 

For more information and/or to purchase tickets, 
call Debbie & Mark Fontaine (746-6784), Dan Sullivan 
(786-6265), or Coach Kirk Parker (786-6604). 


Girls ’ Tennis ... 

Undefeated AHS 


Please remember to patronize your local businesses... 


Wins Over Palmer, 



Save Thousands! 

Over 45 Windstars In Stock!!! 


Loaded 


Springfield 

Turnverein 

176 Garden Street 
Feeding Hills 

786-0924 


BINGO 

(A Smoke-Free Environment) 
EVERY SUNDAY 6:30 P.M. 


Catering To: 

Weddings 

Banquets 

Parties 

And 

Receptions 

Two Rooms Available With 
Seating Up To 250 People 


ELM, & Holyoke 

On Monday, April 23rd, the undefeated Agawam 
High girls’ tennis team stretched its winning streak 
with a 5-0 clobbering of Palmer High. 

The first-singles contest saw AHS s Sarah 
Sorenson had no trouble in defeating Sarah 
Charwick, 6-0, 6-0. “Sarah dominated the match with 
her groundstrokes and consistent play," beamed 
Coach Mary Wolochowicz of Agawam. 

Liz Stieg was victorious over Palmer's Kayla 
Jamieson, 6-2, 6-3, in second singles action. “Liz 
made the shots when she had to to beat Kayla in this 
match,” said the coach. 

In third singles, Jen Leupo won easily over Lindsey 
Coache, 6-0, 6-0. Wolochowicz remarked, “Jen 
played well to not give up a game to Lindsey.” 

Jen Jutte/Julia Spear, the Brownies’ first doubles 
competitors, were victorious over Christina 
DeMaio/Danielle Barboza, 6-2, 6-1. However. 
\Nolochowicz pointed out, “In this match, the score 
does not show how close the match really was. Jen 
and Julia did not play as hard as they could, and 
Christina and Danielle did not make it easy for them.’ 

In second doubles, Lisa Niedziela/Emily Morton of 
AHS chalked up a 6-1, 6-0 win at the expense of 
Emily Newcombe/Kate Bouton of Palmer. ‘Lisa and 
Emily worked to put Emily and Kate away in this 

SEE GIRLS’TENNIS - Page 48 


Celebrate Truck Month 

ok 9Atmm 


Mew «> o1 Windstars 
j gSr- Q.9% g 

For 60 Months! 


FI 50 XLT 

«:./ Suoercab 4X4 


'SQBSSSg 

sa ya.AT 

^^3.9 % apr^ 


#B0389 


•^Limited MV J ^0 ^0 ^0 

NoTone/but over 20 at this discount 


Ne ^2ooi Explorer 

Sport, 4X4, 210 HP V6, 
CD, PW, PL, Tilt/Cruise 

22.995 


New 2002 


Explorer 

4 Dr, 4X4, XLS, 
210 HP V6, Auto, 
Power Everything!! 

< fvA. 


western Mass' Largest Pre-Owned inventory 

OVER 250 USED CARS, TRUCKS & SUV'S ON SALE 


99 Taurus SEII2000 Ranger 2000 Taurus SE 

- 4590 FP Sedan Supercab Wagon 

^ T #6068FF 


6 Cyl, Auto 


fJ400 3rd Seat 


15.995 $15,995 


#Q2O0P OO FI50 Supercab 4X4, XLT....$23,995 

#0771FPA 93 Mercury Topaz.$4,995 

#2355P 99 Mustang GT....$17,995 

**80737A 99 Ranger XLT, Auto, V6.$11,995 


#B0732A 98 FI 50 X-Cab Flareside...$19,995 

#B0588B 97 F150 X-Cab, XLT, AT...$12,995 

# B 0736 A 97 Ranger 4X4, V6, AC.$10,995 

#7417FPA 95 Pathfinder SE.$11,995 

#9270PA 95 FI 50 4X4, Shortbed....$11,995 

#9563BA 95 FI50 6 Cyl, A/C.$7,995 

#0791P 01 Grand Marquis.$18,995 

#4044XA 97 F350 4X4.$18,995 

#5597P 99 Escort Sedan, AT..$8,995 

#3528PA 97 Town Car Signature.$17,995 

#B0062A 98 Saturn SL2, 4 Door..$7,995 

#2016XB 97 Dodge Stratus, AT, AC...$9,995 
#6836FPA 96 Chevy Corsica, 4 Dr..$6,995 


BhJ bCj /uncertified 

All prices include 
all rebates to _ 
dealer. 


(Te/e/jiatifl</ 72 Q/erm o/ dfavice IT 

i SABATh 


EN 


1 ■ CarPoInt 

im Qualified Dealer 




ROUSH 


PERFORMANCE 


245 Springfield St. • Agawam " 786-0430 • www.saratford.com 
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GIRLS’ TENNIS - from Page 47 

match. They had to play consistently and smart,” con¬ 
tinued the coach. 

★ * * 

During the just-passed spring vacation, the 
Agawam High girls’ tennis team demonstrated its “net 
worth” (if you’ll pardon the pun!) with decisive victories 
over East Longmeadow High and Holyoke High. 

On Thursday, April 19th, the Brownies faced ELM’s 
Spartans and - a la Russell Crowe in “Gladiator” - left 
the "arena” (a.k.a. the tennis court) with a 5-0 win. 

Sarah Sorenson of AHS defeated Jen Wood, 7-5, 
6-2, in first singles action. According to Wolochowicz, 
“Sarah and Jen played a beautiful match of ground 
strokes and fluid movements. Sarah just held on and 
finished a bit steadier.” 

In second singles, Liz Stieg continued the 
Brownies’ winning ways with her 6-4, 6-2 victory over 
her ELM opponent, Mary Bagge. Wolochowicz 
remarked, “Liz played the best she has played all 
year. She was placing the ball well and moving very 
well. Liz controlled the play to accent her own 
strengths and to take advantage of her opponent’s 
weaknesses." 

Jen Leupo, the Brownies’ third singles player, faced 
Samantha Trembley and prevailed, 6-3, 6-2. “Jen 
played her typical game of 'athletic scrambling.’ She 
will get back just about anything you throw at her, and 
it doesn’t have to look pretty,” stated the coach. 

The first doubles duo of Jen Jutte/Julia Spear had 
little trouble in defeating Jessica MannersA/alerie 
Gore, 6-1, 6-1. Wolochowicz said, “Jen and Julia are 
starting to play well together. They are mixing up their 
shots and being more aggressive at the net. Their 
groundstrokes are getting better oriented to doubles 
play.” 

In second doubles, Lisa Niedziela/Emily Morton of 
the Brownies shut out ELM’s Erica Randall/Megan 
Tranter, 6-0, 6-0. “Lisa and Emily had an easy time 
against a less experienced team. Lisa and Emily have 
been working on controlling the net, and in this match 
they were able to do that,” stated Wolochowicz. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


Two days earlier (Tuesday, April 17th), the 
Agawam High girls’ tennis team competed against the 
Purple Knights of Holyoke High. When it was all over, 
the Brownies won it, 4-1, leaving the Holyoke team 
bruised and really “purple.” 

In first singles action, Sarah Sorenson of AHS was 
victorious over Ashley Judge, 6-1, 6-1. 

Playing a good, solid match, Liz Stieg defeated 
Holyoke’s Ann Porter in the second singles position. 

In her 6-0, 6-2 victory over her opponent, Jen 
Leupo (the Brownies’ third singles player) continued 
to demonstrate what Wolochowicz has called her “typ¬ 
ical game of ‘athletic scrambling.’” 

Jen Jutte/Julia Spear of AHS got off to a slow start 
in the first doubles match, but in the second set they 
started playing really well. They ultimately won, 6-3, 6- 
0, over Kaitlyn Mooney/Laura Griffin. 


April 26, 2001 


In second doubles, Lisa Niedziela/Emily Morton 
faced some competition in Holyoke’s Nadine 
Madramootoo/Margaret McAuliffe. The coach said, 
“Lisa and Emily had an easy time in the first set, then 
Holyoke came back strong to win the second set. 
Becaue we had only four courts to play on, Lisa and 
Emily started late. When they slip sets, the third set 
was replaced with a tiebreaker (4-7) since we had 
already won the match. 

Wolochowicz had this to say after the smoke 
cleared: “We were lucky to play Holyoke over school 
vacation, as some very important members of their 
team were away on a trip. The Holyoke team is a con¬ 
sistently strong team with talented players, and we 
could not have won like this had their entire team 
been present. However, vacations can hurt any team, 
and we are still very proud to be 5-0 at this point in 
time.” 



MARY WOLOCHOWICZ (second from the right), the coach of the AHS girls’ varsity tennis 
team, is pictured above with her 2001 captains (from left): Lisa Niedziela, Jen Leupo, and Liz 

Stieg. Advertiser News photo by Dave Rollins. 


Registration Information For Agawam Parks & Recreation 
Department’s Summer Camp At Perry Lane Park 


The Agawam Parks and Recreation Department 
announces its summer 2001 camp schedule. All 
camps meet Monday through Friday at Perry Lane 
Park. 

Pre-School Camp is held at Perry Lane from 9:00 
a.m.-12:00 noon and is for children ages four (by 
January 1, 2001) and five years-old. Pre-School 
Camp is limited to 20 campers per session and costs 
$70 per session. 

Perry Lane Day Camp is held at Perry Lane from 
9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. and is for children ages six (by 
January 1, 2001 or must have completed kinder¬ 
garten) through 11 years-old. Campers will be divided 
into age appropriate groups. Day Camp is limited to 


120 campers per session and costs $115 per session. 

Teen Camp is held at Perry Lane from 9:00 a.m.- 
3:30 p.m. and is for children ages 11 (by January 1, 
2001) through 15 years-old. Teen Camp is limited to 
30 campers per session and costs $115 per session. 

Perry Lane Camp Extended Day is new for 2001 
and allows working parents the opportunity to drop off 
children early or stay a little longer. Children msut be 
enrolled in either Perry Lane Day Camp or Teen 
Camp to be eligible for the extended day program. 

The AM Extended Day will begin at 7:30 a.m. and 
is limited to 30 campers per session at a cost of $30 
per session. The PM Extended Day allows campers to 
stay until 5:30 P.M., is limited to 30 campers, and 


costs $40 per session. 

Session I: July 2-July 13 (No camp on July 4th); 
Session II: July 16-July 27; Session III: July 30- 
August 10; Session IV: August 13-August 24. 

Registration for all Perry Lane Summer Camps will 
take place in the Agawam Junior High School 
Cafeteria. Agawam residents may register for a maxi¬ 
mum of two sessions from April 26th and May 4th. 
Beginning Monday, May 7th, residents may register 
for any additional sessions. Non-residents may begin 
registering on May 21st. 

For further information, contact the Agawam Parks 
& Recreation Department at 821-0513. 


Representing Daggett Gymnastics... 

Lauren Powell Of Feeding 
Hills Qualifies For Nationals 

Lauren Powell of Feeding Hills will be going on to the USA Gymnastics, 
Women’s Junior Olympic National Championship, after qualifying at last weekend’s 
New England-New York Level 10 Regional meet. 

Powell, who trains at Tim Daggett Gold Medal Gymnastics in Agawam, placed 
fifth in the Senior B Division, scoring a 36.775 in the All-Around competition. 

In individual events, she placed first on Vault, scoring a 9.65; third on Beam with 
a 9.40; and fourth on Floor with a 9.325. 

Nationals will be held in Eugene, Oregon from May 12th through May 14th. 

Other Daggett competitors, Leah Boccaccio and Jen Stack, fell short of qualify¬ 
ing, but they scored personal bests of 35.60 and 35.05, respectively. 

Our coverage of local sports is just one 
reason why you turn our pages... 


Opportunities For 
Employment At 
Crestview Country Club 

Join our Wait Staff team and gain the opportunity to work at an exclusive private 
country club with many attractions and a professionally diverse clientele. Wait Staff 
positions are now available featuring the following benefits: 

* Flexible Schedule with day, evening and weekend shifts available. 

* Valuable Experience - learn many different styles of service from a la carte 
to buffet. 

* Employee Use of the Facility - on any open Monday, Crestview employees 
are allowed to use club facilities including golf, tennis, pool and fitness. 

* No Experience Necessary - we will train any person with a great attitude and 
willing to learn. 

* Competitive Rate of Pay - we offer a very competitive pay rate and other 
incentives. 

Please apply in person: Crestview Country Club, 281 Shoemaker Lane, 
Agawam, MA, or call (413) 786-2593. 
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Girls’ Track Goes To 3-0 After Consecutive Road Wins... 



ON THE RECENTLY HELD “MEDIA DAY” AT AGAWAM HIGH, the members of the girls’ 
track team expressed their optimism for the 2001 spring season. Pictured above with the stu¬ 
dent-athletes are Assistant Coach Rebecca Brown (far left, second row), Head Coach Dan Pryce 
(seated next to Brown), and Assistant Coach Ian Lane (far right, second row). Advertiser News photo 

by Dave Rollins. • , ' * 

AHS Upends Div. II Champs Palmer 

by Dave Rollins 
Sports Editor 


ELM Gives 
Brownies A 

Good Test 

* 

The meet over in East Longmeadow on Tuesday, 
ApriF24th, pretty much summed up the crazy weath¬ 
er so far this spnng - it began with the Agawam High 
and ELM girls sweltering in nearly 90-degree heat, 
and then twice scampering for cover when high winds 
and thunder storms came rolling through the area late 
in the afternoon 

Some three hours later, the Brownies won their 
third straight victory, a 72-64 close call over the 
Spartans (1-2) in an independent girls' varsity track 
meet. The Brownies faced South Hadley at home at 
presstime; and, with a win in that one very likely, the 
locals will go into next week’s meatgrinder versus 
Western Mass. 2001 title favorites Cathedral and 
defending 2000 champions Longmeadow at 4-0. 

Agawam’s busy schedule continues on Saturday, 
April 28th, with the Annual Steele Relays slated for 
Central High School. The meet, which includes teams 
from all over Western Mass., is a fan favorite, begin¬ 
ning at 9:00 a.m. 

Each of the events at the Steele Relays has four 
participants per school. This meet gives coaches (and 
opponents) an idea of team depth, as well as show¬ 
casing some of the area’s big individual stars. 

On Tuesday, the Brownies received a double victo¬ 
ry again from rising sophomore star Shannon McDyer 
in the high jump (4’8”) and 300-meter high hurdles 
(54.4 seconds). Collecting single victories for the 
Brownies in the field events were All-Western Mass, 
shot putter Laura Bucalo (32’2”) and senior Bianca 
Chase in the javelin (90’5”). There was no pole vault¬ 
ing due to the poor conditions, which probably cost 
(he Brownies nine points. Sophomore Danielle Cirillo 
took a pair of seconds - long jump (13'10") and 200- 
meter dash (29.5 seconds). She is still experiencing 
hamstring problems, however. 

Single-event winners for the Brownies were senior 
Amy Jensen, two-mile, 13:26.2; sophomore Angela 
Buendo, 100-meter dash, 14.0 seconds; freshman 

SEE ELM-Page 50 


Agawam High girls’ track traveled to Palmer High 
during vacation week and came away with an 80-65 
win over the defending Western Mass. Division II 
champions. 

Coach Dan Pryce wasn’t particularly pleased with 
the way his kids performed against the Division II club, 
but he admitted it was a cold, windy day and a win is 
a win. What’s more, Palmer is a quality team. 

The Brownies did continue to qualify kids for post¬ 
season play, however. 

The coach pointed out some of the better perform¬ 
ances. Senior Lauren Deluca made the individuals 
and Western Mass, with a first-place 7’6” in the pole 
vault. 

Also pole vaulting into the individuals were Ashley 
Lorraine, Andrea Babbin, and Heather Cox. 


Senior Amy Jensen finished second in the two-mile 
with a time of 13.02 and qualified for the individuals. 
Thirteen flat gets you into Western Mass. 

Babbin (second, 13.9) and Danielle Cirillo (second, 
13.9), both sophomores, made the individuals with 
that second-place tie in the 100 meters. 

Freshman Meghan Kelly won the mile (5.55) and 
qualified for the individuals as well. 

Ashley Velosky, another freshman, finished third in 
the mile (6.16) to get a nod for the individuals. 

Heather Newalu made the individuals with a first 
(67.00) in the 400. 

Sophomore Kaitlin Sardella (already in the individ¬ 
uals and Western Mass.) again ran a strong 800 
(2:30.8) for second place behind Palmer's ace, senior 

SEE PALMER - Page 50 



Member 

American Optometric Association 


Andrew E. Boraski, 

And 


O.D. 


Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening And Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Contracted Provider For: 


BC/BS Of CT 

BC/BS Of MA (When Applicable) 

HMO Blue, Blue Care Elect, Blue Care 65, & Blue Choice 
Secure Horizons 
Medicare 
Tufts * 

Davis Vision 
Cigna 

ConnectiCare 
Pioneer Health 
Health New England 
Unicare 


334 Walnut St. Ext. 
Agawam, MA 01001 


(413) 789-0031 




AUTO BODY 


Servicing 


All Makes 
& Models 



State-Of-The Art Frame 
Straightening Machines 

Heated Down-Draft Spray Booth 

Free Pick-Up and Delivery 

Rental Vehicles Available 

AM Work 100% Guaranteed 


250 SPRINGFIELD ST. • AGAWAM 

786-3747 
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For Jr. High & High School Students... 

Fitness First Offers Six-Week Weight 
Training Certification Programs 


April 26, 2001 


Our youth seem to be showing an increasing inter¬ 
est in learning how to get stronger and work out in a 
health club setting. Fitness First is here to answer the 
call! 

All students between the ages of 11-17 are invited 
to participate in a Weight Training Certification 
Program that will instruct them on the effectiveness 
and safety of lifting weights to increase stamina and 
muscle. 

Students of the program will learn the importance 
of FITT (frequency, intensity, type, and time of exer¬ 
cise); be trained in proper progression of cardio and 
resistance training; learn the human anatomy and 
muscle groups; and learn how to incorporate both free 
weight exercise and selectorized equipment. 

During the six-week course, each student will be 
taught, tested, and given a practical exam on how to 

ELM - from Page 49 

Megan Kelley, mile, 5:44 (season best for her; she 
remains undefeated so far); and sophomore Kaitlin 
Sardella, 800 meters, 2:36.8. 

The 4 x 100 meter relay team (Andrea Babbin, 
Emily Norris, Lauren DeLuca, and Ashlee Lorraine) 
also won its race in 56.1 seconds. 

Single second-place finishers for the Brownies 
included sophomore Jodi Pfau, 240.2, 800 meters; 
Aimee Piccin, 77’5”, javelin; Babbin, 14.0, 100-meter 
dash; and senior Heather Newalu, 68.1 seconds, 
400-meter dash. 

Best local news with us, 
each and every week... 


use the fitness equipment. All students who pass the 
exam will be presented with a certificate. 

The health club will be offering two Weight Training 
Certification Programs that will meet twice a week 
beginning the week of May 14th. 

Session I will meet on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 4:00 to 5:15 p.m. for six weeks. Session II will 
meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:45 to 4:00 
p.m. for six weeks. Students may sign up for either 
program. 

The cost is $65 for Fitness First members, and-$85 
for non-members. Payment is due upon registration. 
Parents and/or students may sign up at Fitness First 
or by calling the club at 786-1460. 

Space is limited to 12 students per program, and 
the deadline is Tuesday, May 8th. Please call or stop 
by Fitness First to register before space is gone! 

PALMER - from Page 49 

Lindsey Degon (2:28.05). Degon’s time was the 
fastest in Western Mass, at presstime, and Sardella’s 
was the fastest in Division I so far. 

The long jump saw second place shared by Babbin 
and Cirillo. 

The 4 x 400 relay team (Kelly, Jensen, Sardella, 
and Newalu) was just nipped, 4:31 to 4:32, as Newalu 
ran stride for stride with Degon (Palmer) during the 
final 100 meters before falling just short at the finish 
line. 

Cirillo won the triple jump, and senior All-Western 
Mass, shot putter Laura Bucalo won her event. 

Agawam is now 2-0 on the young, weather-stalled 
season. 


Golf Tip Of 3jj| 
The Week... 


m * 


by Eric Nelson, PGA 
Head Golf Professional 
Oak Ridge Golf Club 
Feeding Hills, MA 





The 2001 Golf Season 
Has Finally Arrived... 

My name is Eric Nelson, the Head Golf 
Professional at Oak Ridge Golf Club. I again look for¬ 
ward to bringing to the readers of The Agawam 
Advertiser News golf tips on a weekly basis. 

For the next 25 weeks, I will be offering quick and 
easy tips that will cover all aspects of the game. I 
hope that these tips will be beneficial. To further 
enhance your game (from a beginner to an advanced 
player), lessons are available. Contact me at Oak 
Ridge at 789-7307. For more information, you can 
also log on to our website at oakridqegc.com . 

Once again in 2001, The AAN and Oak Ridge Golf 
Club will be co-sponsoring a Junior Golf Program. 
This year's program will be offered to children from 
ages seven through 16. More information and appli¬ 
cations will be posted in the May and early June 
issues of The AAN. 

On May 4th, from 4:00 to 7:30 p.m., I (along with a 
representative from Wilson Golf) will be on hand at 
Longhi’s Driving Range in Southwick. This will be 
great opportunity to try their new equipment. 

Let’s all have an enjoyable golf season. Look for 
my first tip in this series next week in The AAN. 

For the best in local goods 
and services, be sure to check 
our classifieds each and 
every week... AAN!!! 



Sec Marvin's 
Do-It-Yourself 
Sash & Track 
Replacement Window 
You Can Do It 
. In 45 Minutes! ^ 


•HUIFMjCL 


We want your business. 

If you've been involved in an accident, the last thing you 
want to worry about is whether your vehicle will be 

repaired properly. 

Our promise. 

will take every measure necessary to ensure 
a safe, proper, “invisible” repair. 

Our ultimate goal is a completely satisfied customer 

% • * 

What’s important to you? 

Original equipment parts, paint color matching, 
clean prompt delivery, friendly honest service. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please give 
us a call, we would love to hear from you 

KBHtm 


AUTO BODY INC 


787 Silver St., Agawam 
(Next to Lucia Lumber) 
786-8226 


- collision repairs — windshield replacements — detailing service — 

T loc f 1 P'Ckup & delivery — Insurance claim assistance — 

- member of Mass Auto Body Assoc. — Mass, reolstered No. RS1842 - 


Lucia Lumber 


Residential and Commercial Building Materials Specialists 
Framing lumber • Roofing • Insulation • Builders Hardware • Brick and Pavers 
777 Silver St., Agawam, MA Open 7:30 to S pm. Sat. 8 - 12. 

(413) 786-1636 Or 1286. FAX 786-9520 


THERMAE] TRU 

Get the strength and security of steel and the 
easy-case of our Fiber-Classic door systems. 
Features include: 

• Tough semi-gloss while finish on metal doors • Perfect oak grain 
Fibergias ♦ BTS door Hie frame never needs painting and 
withstands sun exposure, hokfc up with dark pamts without cracking 
or warping. Fiberglas has 5 limes the insulating value oI wood 
doors ♦ Guaranteed never to warp, split, crack or lean 


Get The Best For Less! 


IWND0WS& DOORS 




On display: 
Bays * Bows 

* Patio Doors 

* Casements 
* Double Hung 

* Round Top 

* Made-to-Order 


LBv Mentioning This Ad! 


Building 3 deck? 

Bring your sketch and measurements in and 
we'll help you plan the whole project! Mt, i 

All-in-stock deck materials: 

Trex© no-maintenance decking • Beautiful clear 
mahogany decking • Clear and economical 
cedar decking • Grade Pressure Treated 

Also: Rail components and hardware to match! 
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AHS Boys’ Tennis Is Moving Up This Season 


Page 51 


ON THE ROAD IN WEST SIDE 

On Monday afternoon, April 23rd, the Agawam 
High boys’ varsity tennis team traveled across the 
river for a match against West Springfield. 
Unfortunately, the Terriers took a bite out of the 
Brownies, 4-1. 

Once again, Mike Federico played number one sin- 
gles. He lost a tough one, 11-9, in a first-set tiebreak¬ 
er and 6-4 in the second set. Federico was down, 4-1, 
in that second set before mounting a rally that just fell 

short against Marc Sussen, the son of the West Side 
hockey coach. 

Adam Rovithis was back at second singles He lost 
a tough match, 6-4, 6-6 (7-3), in a tiebreaker. 

“Adam played well in this one,” stated Brownie 
Coach Bill Spear. 

Ryan Hanley lost 6-1, 6-2 in third singles. 

The kid he played, Matt Dow, was just a steadier 
player,” noted Spear. 

Ryan Lepard and Myun Ro had the most exciting 
match of the afternoon, falling in first doubles. They 
lost the first set, 6-4, and then came back (big-time) in 

the second, 6-1, before eventually falling, 7-5, in the 
third. 

The coach smiled about that one, saying, “It was a 
very exciting battle to watch.” 


by Dave Rollins 

Sports Editor 



BILL SPEAR (second from the left), the boys’ 
tennis coach at AHS, poses with his three cap¬ 
tains (from left): Ryan Hanley, Ryan Lepard, 
and Mike Federico. Advertiser News photo by Dave Rollins. 

Matt Lyman and Marc Maloney lost at second dou¬ 
bles, 6-3, 6-1. 

“It was their first time playing doubles in a match 
together. They’ll get used to each other,” commented 
Spear. 


Agawam went to 2-4. 

VICTORY OVER ELM 

During the spring vacation week, the Brownies dis¬ 
mantled the boys’ tennis team from East 
Longmeadow, 5-0, at the Spartans’ place. This victo¬ 
ry marked Agawam’s second win of the season. 

Mike Federico played number one singles and dis¬ 
played a solid forehand, a two-fisted backhand, and a 
solid serve to dominate Will Gould, 6-1, 6-1. 

Adam Rovithis fared equally well in his number two 
singles match, coming up with a love and love victory. 

“When Adam plays his hardest, he can beat any¬ 
body. When he lets up, anybody can beat him,” noted 
Spear. 

Third singles saw another Brownie win, 6-2, 6-2, by 
Ryan Hanley. 

“Ryan has a good forehand, a good serve, and is 
very good at the net,” said the coach. 

First doubles was another Agawam walkover by 
Myun Ro and Ryan Lepard, 6-0, 6-0. 

Spear remarked that Lepard (a senior) and Ro (a 
junior) work very well together, displaying a good 
serve-and-volley game. 

ELM couldn’t put a second doubles team on the 
court, thus forfeiting that match. 
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“The Gutter That Never Clogs ... 
Guaranteed!’’™ 

ADVANTAGES 

* One-Piece Seamless* Construction 

* Maintenance Free 

* One-Day Installation 

* Heavy Duty Aluminum 

* Wide Range of Colors 

* 20-Year Limited Finish Warranty 

' S but 3 


Quality Bark Mulch 


Hemlock Cedar 

$34.00 yd. $26.00 yd. 

plus tax plus tax 


Light & Dark 

Pine Blend 

$25.00 yd. 

plus tax 


End Cleaning Out Your Gutters 
Forever, Guaranteed!” 




ENGLERT 


afGuard? 


AS 4 

HEARD ◄ 
ON THE 4 
RADIO J 


OF CONNECTICUT, LLC. 


571 Nutmeg Rd - North 
South Windsor, CT 06074 


FREE CONSULTATION 


boum Windsor, ui ubu/e 860-289-8924 

www.LeafGuard.com 

1-800-814-5323 CT Reg. #00550688 US Patent # 4,757,649 

MA Reg. 125101 


R.CI CONTRACTORS 


1004 Shoemaker Lane Residential and 
Feeding Hills MA., 01030 Commercial 

Your complete construction company. Fully 
licensed and fully insured. 

CaN for any of toe fodwtog 

•WRwi 3nODWw vWPCvDOill 

•Septic repair and Installations 
• Excavation for garage and all home atkfltiorrs 


•BacWtoe6«Wow*Bo6cat sendee 
*Loam For Sale 

Always Free Estimates Your Homes best 
Ask for Roger or Randy M"* 

Can today 413-786-3332 

Serving Agawam, Westfield, South- 
wick, and all of Hampden County 


$Too.0o Off 

Full Gutter Installation 
(100 Ft. Minimum) 

, ENGLERT __ 

LeafGuard? 

OF CONNECTICUT, LLC. 

Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Must be presented at time of 
contract signing. 


WITH THIS COUPON 


Free Delivery For Aeawam Residents 


(4 yd. Minimum) 


Call 

CRW Landscapes Inc. 

821-9498 



CIRILLO’S 

LANDSCAPING 


Free Estimates 


Call: 786-7843 


Specializing In Commercial & Residential Lawn Care 

(Over 30 Years Of Quality, Dependable, & Friendly Service) 




Lawn/Shrub Planting & Cutting 
Aerating/Re-seeding Lawns 
Bed Cultivating 
Leaf Removal 
Spring/Fall Cleanups 
All Chemical Applications 




Hr * 


25% Off First-Time Customers/One Time Only ** 
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Patronize Your Local Businesses 


WEEKEND EMERGENCY SERVICE fff 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL S 

SALES - REPAIR • INSTALLATION ** 
Broken Springs. Tracks & Cables Replaced • Sectional Replacement 

We stock parts we recommend Screw Ortve-UfeBme 

for these openers A— rjoz-x Chain OMe-5 Yew- 

Sears 
Aillster 
Stanley 
Craftsman 
Lift Master 
Chamberlain 


525 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 


FAX- 789-7305 

www.contedoor.com 

Feeding Hite & Westfield Al trucks are radio dispatched 
h i c Fully Insured-Uabiity & Workers Comp. _ 


R.ISTORANTE 

Mon. thru Fri. 11am - 9pm, Sat. 4pm - 9pm 

789-1917 


Joseph Conte, Jr 

Ganerd Manager 


RICHARD A. AUGUSTI CPA 

Certified Public Accountant 
413-786-7737 


Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 
Experienced Crews 
Local References 


HAIR IMPRESSIONS 

_ hair and nails 786-4713 _ 

PERFECT FIT 

dry cleaning - alterations 413-786-5157 

BAY STATE INSTRUMENT REPAIR 

musical intrument repairs 789-4100 _ 

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 

_ by appointment - (413) 569-1652 _ 

FINISH-LINE PERFORMANCE 

413-786-9234 auto parts FAX 413-786-4998 


LAWN SERVICE 

— 786-4622 


Your Hometown Landscapers 

Small enough to care; BIG enough to get the job done right 


Massachusetts United Soccer C\ub, LLC 

_ 413-569-1920 _ 

Mark N. Walker Enterprises 

WWW.MARK031@WEBTV.NET 

M.A.R.S. 

Mobile Auto Repair Specialists 
Scratch, Dent and Ding. 531-7392 


Call now for Spring Cleanouts, Weekly Mowing 

Mulch, Trimming of Bushes, Tree Pruning, Full Landscaping Needs 
Bobcat Work, Stone, Loam, Seeding & Sod, Lawn Installation 


rybody! 


Kodiak: ‘ 

Durable with the 
look of Cedar 


UwOKrUoUrg 

low maimenar 


Domestic 

Foreign 

Automatic 

Standard 


, Also In stock: 

;/ handrail, 
z balusters and < 
i posts to match ail 


Mahogany: 
autilui and Affordable 


Pressure Treated 

^Premium Grade 


Knotty Cedar: 
Finest quality 


these deckings! 


to get it where it needs to go! 


Remember -Free Local Delivei 


TRANSMISSIONS, INC. 

Call Charlie Copson of Feeding Hills, Proprietor 

m 737-2041 * 

337 PAGE BLVD., SPRINGFIELD, MA 01104 


Residential and Commercial Building Materials Specialists 

Framing lumber • Roofing * Insulation • Builders Hardware • Brick and Pavers 
777 Silver St., Agawam, MA Open 7:30 to 5 pm. Sat. S - 12. 


Northeast 
Builders < Si 


ustom Window 
Treatment Specialist 

All At Discount Price 

WE BRING rj£WKs3 

THE SHADES 

...to you 

— Always Free Estimates & Installation — 

^ ( 413 ) 786-9411 

^ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED m " m 


our 


• Roofing • Siding • Kitchens And 5 
Baths • Additions • Major Remodeling 

Rick Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills 

789-1150 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 
Free Estimates ... Fully Licensed And Insured 











Need a Handy Man Around The House? 

All Types of Home Improvements & Odd Jobs 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL #^J| 6=3 j 

• PLUMBING • PAINTING ^ g | 
Remodeling of Rooms & Basements 

• Cleaning of Garages. Basements. Yards. Attics 

Bob Bartolucci - Reg. ? 127813 (4-13) 736-373 


PAUL’S 


Residential • Commercial 


Bob Longo 
Construction 

27 Years Specializing In 
Kitchens And Additions 

Free Custom Design 

Agawam 

789-0758 


Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 
Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 
Porches & Sunrooms 

Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 
Mastic Vinyl Siding 

Window Replacement. Vinyl Or Wood 

All Backed Bv Boh Longo’s Reputation 
For Quality & Dependability 

FULLY INSURED -- FREE ESTIMATES 

All Wink Completed Quickly & Efficiently 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


Patronize 


Local Businesses 


XX Th « /a\ 

Strain Family nTJI/ 

\/EQUESTRIAN CENTER \/ 

18 Vining Hill Road, 

Southwick, MA 

• Boarding • Lessons • Training • Sales 

Ask About Our Summer Programs... 

(413)569-5797 

Ponies for Located behind 

Parties Big Y/Ames Plaz 


Hedge Trimming * Dethatching * Top Seeding 
Mowing * Clean-Ups * Aeration 


HALL 


Timing lit Kny Set In CnKrimmlMSeml' 

1-866-30PAH.TY 
Degray Jom Melbourne 

www.oartYwithcelebrations.com 


Lawncare • Landscaping - Snowplowing 
Cellar/Garage Clean-Outs 


WEB PAGE-ww.agawamlawn.com 

Gill Hall Agawam, Ma. 01001 

Fax (413) 789-1712 Office Tel: (413) 789-1712 


John F. Walsh 

tified Public Accountant 

569 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 


Tim’s 

^ Carpentry 

Specializing In Interior Finish Work 
Also: Kitchen & Bath Remodeling, 
Additions, Decks, Cedar Closets, 
Installation Of Hardwood Floors 
ree Estimates Insured 

(413) 789-2367 


Visit our Webeite and Financial Information Center 

www.GoPSO.oom/johnfwalshcpa 


For tut appointment pleaee call 

786-3009 


New Roofing h 
& Repairs H 

Suffriti 

Construction Co 


Fully Insured 
Removal 
Pruning 
Planting 

'Stump Grinding 
[ Lot Clearing 
Cordwood 
Wood Chips 
Free Estimates 
Senior Citizen 
Discount 


Insured & Licensed 
Many Referrals 


Richy’s Tree Service 


Tree Trimming Woodchips Brush Chipping 

Stump Grinding Tree Removal Shrub Removal 

Complete Clean-Up Service 


CALL THE BEST 
WITHOUT THE MESS 


* Free Estimates * 

Complete Professional, Neat, Honest Work 

And Many References 


Serving Area 
Residents For 
20 Years 


Commercial & Residential 


Fu/ly Insured 
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GEORGE FARINA 
LANDSCAPING 

Spring Cleaning 


* Lawn Mowing 

* Tree Work 

* Foundation Planting 


* Rolling Lawns 

* Seeding & Sodding 

* Shrub Trimming 




* Mulch & Stone * Loam & Fill 

* Fertilizing & Liming * Rototilling 

* Flower Planting 

V Tel. 786-5658 


w 








In-Home Repairs On 
All Major Appliances 




. i 

|lr Your 
| Hometown 
Repair Man 


Senior Citizen Discount 

REFRIGERATORS • FREEZERS ' MICROWAVE OVENS 
WASHERS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS • RANGES 
DISPOSALS • AIR CONDITIONERS 

Cell #-427 - 5948 

SL 789-1883 SL 


Service 


O’DONNELL 

LANDSCAPING 

Call Now For 

Lawn Sprinkler Installation 

(Hunter Products) 

786-1683 

‘Landscape Design ‘Patios ‘Walkways 
‘Driveways ‘Pavers ‘Concrete 
‘Construction ‘Light Excavating ‘Bobcat 
‘Backhoe ‘Small Demolition ‘Graders 
‘Retaining Walls ‘Drainage Problems 

Professional... 

Wallpapering 

Painting 

At Prices You'll Like! 


• Dependable & Prompt 

• Many References 

• Local 

Call 786-5540 

Make Your Home Into 
The Great American Home 





■rv. Myrtle Beach 

Area Property 
Boling & Associates, Inc. 

7722 N. Kings Hwy. 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29572 
Business (843) 449-2121 Ext. 205 

Toll Free (800) 634-2500 - 

Fax (843) 449-8802 

Residence (843) 399-0305 W;‘ *1 

Jack Shaughnessy m 

Formerly Of A go warn 4 


ach Office Is Independently Owned & Operate 


Northeast 
Builders w 


(Since 1975) 


• Roofing • Siding • Kitchens And 
;aths • Additions 'Major Remodeling 

Lots And Lots Of References And A 
Complete Portfolio 

Rich Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills 


789-1150 


Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 
Free Estimates ... Full Licensed And Insured 


VHMtm 


AUTO BODY INC. 

787 Silver Street, Agawam 

(Next To Lucia Lumber) 

786-8226 

Complete Collision Service 

22 Years Of 
Customer Satisfaction 

Insurance Claims Welcome 


413 • 789 • 7011 

ADDITIONS ‘ RENOVATIONS 
CUSTOM DECKS • NEW CONSTRUCTION 
Fully insured 

on Chartikk Lie. #051 os 


Bill Spear's 

TREE SF.R VICE 

Residential - SINCE 1979 


FULLY 

INSURED 


★ TREE REMOVAL 

★ TREE TRIMMING 

★ SHRUB REMOVAL 

★ LAND CLEARING 

★ BRUSH CHIPPING 

★ STUMP GRINDING 

★ YARD CLEAN-UPS 


- Commercial 


Year Round 24 
Hour Emergency 
Storm Service 


FREE ES~ YATES 

senior discount 


Call Today To Schedule 
All Spring Work 


All Phases of Professional 
Tree Work 


786-5081 










April 26, 2001 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


Page 55 



Classifieds 


SERVICES 

BILL SPEAR 
FORESTRY SERVICES: 

Complete tree removal, 
trimming. Land cleared. 
Senior citizen discount. 
FREE ESTIMATES. Fully 
insured. Call 786-5081. 
DAVID’S WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL 
Mother’s Little Helper! 
Floors waxed, rugs 
shampooed, walls 
washed. Commercial & 
residential. Call Paul 
Ferrarini, (413) 786- 
4436. 

GARIBIAN ELECTRIC: 

Fuses to circuit breakers, 
pools, additions, cable & 
phone outlets Prompt 
service. Fully insured; 
free estimates. 10% sen¬ 
ior discount. (413) 781- 
4376 or (413) 733-4466. 
PAUL’S TREE SER¬ 
VICE: Fully insured, free 
estimates. Removal, 
pruning, planting, stump 
grinding, firewood. 
Senior citizen discount; 
24-hour emergency serv¬ 
ice. 15 years experience. 
Call Paul Cocchi, 733- 
7520. 

NORTHEAST 
BUILDERS: Custom 
homes & remodeling 
(since 1975"). Fully 
insured & licensed. Rick 
Pfeifer, 4 Lenox St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
Reg. No. 116963; Const. 
Sup. No. 000450. (413) 
789-1150. 

MR. SERVICE: Your 
hometown repair man. 
In-home repairs on all 
major appliances. Fast, 
friendly service. Senior 
citizen discount. Same- 
day service. 789-1883. 
CIRILLO’S LANDSCAP¬ 
ING: Specializing in 
commercial and residen¬ 
tial lawn care. Call today 
for spring dean-up. Free 
estimates. Call 786- 
9489. 

VERMETTE AUTO 
BODY: Complete colli¬ 
sion service. 22 years of 
customer satisfaction. 
VVe work with all insur¬ 
ance companies. 787 
Silver Street, Agawam, 
786-8226. (MA REG. 
NO. 1842.) 

SUFFRITI CONSTRUC¬ 
TION CO.: New roofing 
and repairs. Insured and 
licensed. Many referrals. 
786-5516. 

TRASH REMOVAL: 
Garages, attics, & cellars 
cleaned out. Lawn serv¬ 
ice, unwanted items, 
metal removal. Insured. 
Call Mr. T’s Cleaning 


Svc. Phone 789-0540, 
beeper 735-4535. 

TIM’S CARPENTRY: 

Specializing in interior 
finish work. Also kitchen 
& bath remodeling. 
Additions, decks, cedar 
closets. Installation of 
hardwood floors. Free 
estimates; insured. (413) 
789-2367. 

PAINTING, STAINING: 

Exterior, interior. Your 
home or business. 

Quality work, reasonable 
rates. Call Joe at 786- 
5912. 

RENT-A-SPOUSE: 
Errands & Odd Jobs 

Are Us - Large & small 
repairs, yard work, clean 
gutters & windows, mov¬ 
ing, trash removal, 
housecleaning, grocery 
& gift shopping/wrap¬ 
ping, ironing. If a tradi¬ 
tional husband or wife 
does it - SO DO WE! 

Fully insured, gift certifi¬ 
cates, MCA/isa accept¬ 
ed. 789-7911. 
SPRINGFIELD TURN- 
VEREIN: Catering to 
weddings, banquets, 
parties, and receptions. 
Two rooms available with 
seating up to 250 peo¬ 
ple. 176 Garden Street, 
Feeding Hills, 786-0924. 
EXCELLENT CARPEN¬ 
TRY: Small jobs to cus¬ 
tom homes. Honest work 
at today’s prices. Free 
estimates; senior citizen 
discounts. Stephen 
Gould, 786-6887. 
SHADES ON WHEELS: 
Your complete custom 
window treatment spe¬ 
cialist, all at discount 
prices. Free estimates 
and installation - satis¬ 
faction guaranteed. (413) 
786-9411. 

BOB LONGO CON¬ 
STRUCTION: 27 years 
specializing in kitchens 
and additions. Free cus¬ 
tom design. Fully 
insured, free estimates. 

In Agawam, 789-0758. 
CHARTIER’S GENER¬ 
AL CARPENTRY: We 
take the worry out of 
building. Additions; new 
construction; renova¬ 
tions; custom decks. Lie. 
no. 051681; fully insured. 
Don Chartier, owner. 
(413) 789-7011. 
DAYCARE: I am a pro¬ 
fessional family daycare 
provider licensed 
(186383) by the 
Massachusetts Office for 
Children. I’m located off 
River Road in Agawam. 
For more information, 
call Maggie at Pooh's 
Corner, 786-°''" 


HANDY MAN: Need a 
handy man around the 
house? All types of 
home improvements & 
odd jobs. Bob Bartolucci, 
(413) 736-3730. Reg. 

No. 127813. 

HALL LAWN CARE & 
LANDSCAPING: Spring 
clean-ups. Lawn mow¬ 
ing, hedge trimming, 
dethatching, top seeding, 
aeration. We also do cel¬ 
lar & garage clean-outs. 
Call Gil Hall in Agawam, 
(413) 789-1712. 
CURLEY’S LAWN SER¬ 
VICE: Call today for free 
estimates. Spring 
cleanouts; weekly mow¬ 
ing; mulch; trimming of 
bushes; tree pruning; 
seeding & sod; bobcat 
work; loam; stone. Full 
landscaping needs, fully 
insured. (413) 786-4622. 
RCI (RAICHE CONSUL¬ 
TANTS INC.): Complete 
computer service, includ¬ 
ing custom program 
development; web page 
creation; software 
install/upgrades; training; 
hardware maintenance & 
repair. P.O. Box 573, 
Agawam, MA 01001, 
(413) 789-4110, 
www.Ra/cheConsultants. 
com. 

CELEBRATIONS 

ENTERTAINMENT: 

“Providing the very best 
in entertainment and 
sound.” Chris Degray 
and Tom Melbourne. 1- 
866-30PARTY; www.par- 
tywithcelebrations.com. 
TREE STUMP GRIND¬ 
ING: Lowest prices, 
fastest service. Free esti¬ 
mates. Call Pine Grove 
Stump Grinding, (413) 
783-7236. 

COMPUTER SER¬ 
VICES: CHIRGWIN 
COMPUTER - Custom 
Systems, Repairs, 
Upgrades, Installations, 
Networks, Internet, 
Training, Support. 
Certified Engineer. 
Reasonable. 786-0788. 
ACCOUNTING SER¬ 
VICES: ATTENTION 
BUSINESS START-UPS 
... Accounting Systems 
Selection, Set-Up. 
Business Plans. Certified 
Accountant. Reasonable. 
Chirgwin Accounting, 
786-0788. 

GEORGE FARINA 
LANDSCAPING: Spring 
cleaning. Lawn mowing, 
tree work, flower plant¬ 
ing, etc. Tel. 786-5658. 
LUCIA LUMBER COM¬ 
PANY: Residential & 
commercial building 
materials specialists. 


Decks for everybody. 

Free local delivery. 777 
Silver Street, Agawam. 
Call 413-786-1636. 
READY * SET * GROW! 
CHILD CARE: Certified 
teacher and experienced 
child care provider has 
openings for all ages. 
Large back yard. 
Nutritious meals/snacks 
and pre-school program 
included. Enrollment 
incentives. Vouchers and 
grant money available. 
Lie. #184792. Call Sue 
at 789-2530. 

CRW LANDSCAPES, 
INC.: Landscape design, 
construction & mainte¬ 
nance. Fully insured; 
free estimates. Call 821- 
9498. 

HEALTH INSURANCE 
FOR FAMILIES & 
SMALL GROUPS: Any 

doctor, any hospital, any 
time! Call toddy for free 
information! Joseph 
Mazza, area manager, 
toll-free: 1-(866)-285- 
0830. 

ACCENT INSPEC¬ 
TIONS: Total inspections 
- home and building. 
Know before you buy; 
know before you list. 
Certified to all national 
standards. MA, (413) 
567-8873; CT, (860) 
668-4117. 

THE UNFRANCHISE 
BUSINESS DEVELOP¬ 
MENT SYSTEM: Do you 

want to run your own 
business, but don’t have 
thousands for franchise 
fees? Call Mark N. 
Walker, UnFranchise- 
Distributor, at (800) 211- 
1202, ext. 2182, for fur¬ 
ther information. 
DAYCARE: Licensed 
provider has openings. 
Large yard, fun summer 
program, meals & 
snacks provided. Will 
take Farm Workers’ 
voucher. Located near 
Rt. 57 & Rt. 75. Call 
Tammy at Little Feet 
Daycare, (413) 821- 
1300. Lie. no. 190725. 
ROTOTILLING: 

Gardens, lawns and 
flower beds. Reasonable 
rates (average size gar¬ 
den - $35). Troybilt 
equipment. Call Bill, 786- 
3444. 

RAGONA’S LAND¬ 
SCAPING: Spring clean¬ 
ups, lawn cutting, chemi¬ 
cal service, landscape 
design, bushes trimmed, 
& all landscaping needs 
at reasonable rates. 
Insured. Senior dis¬ 
counts. Call 786-6184. 
TOM’S CLEAN-UPS: 


Basement, garage, attic, 
whole house clean-outs. 
Demolition of sheds and 
small structures. We 
haul away most any¬ 
thing. For free estimate, 
call 786-7084 or mobile 
phone,531-3979. 
ENGLERT LEAF- 
GUARD: One-piece, 
seamless construction; 
maintenance free; one- 
day installation. Saves 
you time, money & 
aggravation. 20-year lim¬ 
ited finish warranty. 
LeafGuard of 
Connecticut, LLC, 571 
Nutmeg Road North, 
South Windsor, CT 
06074. (800) 814-5323 
or (860) 289-8924. 
PROFESSIONAL ON 
THE ROAD “AUTO 
DETAILING”: Interior 
and exterior. Come right 
to your home or busi¬ 
ness. Call Ray, (413) 
789-7460, or cell, (203) 
530-0591. 

LAWN AND YARD SER¬ 
VICE: Weekly mowings, 
mulching, spring & fall 
clean-ups, shrub trim¬ 
ming, affordable rates, 
free estimates, 10 yrs. 
experience. Call Victor, 
330-6210 (leave mes¬ 
sage). 

O’DONNELL LAND¬ 
SCAPING: Ground 
maintenance (all 
aspects); commercial & 
residential. 718 North 
Westfield St., F.H., MA 
01030. John O’Donnell, 
(413) 786-1683. 

THE STRAIN FAMILY 
EQUESTRIAN CEN¬ 
TER: Boarding, lessons, 


training, sales. Ponies 
for parties. Ask about 
our summer programs. 
18 Vining Hill Road, 
Southwick, MA (located 
behind Big Y/Ames 
Plaza). (413) 569-5797. 


FOR SALE 

FOR SALE: Self-pro¬ 
pelled chipper/shredder 
vacuum. Made by White. 
5.5 h.p.; 1 yr.-old. Asking 
$450. (413) 736-8669. 
FOR SALE: 8 foot pool 
table, $200 (balls miss¬ 
ing, cue sticks included; 
ping pong table fits over 
pool table); Twin bed 
w/mattress, frame, & 
maple headboard, $50. 
789-3449. 

FOR SALE: Chevy 1996 
half-ton Suburban. 
Loaded, leather, 70K. 
Best offer. 569-0325. 
FOR SALE: 48” Bobcat 
Ransome, 14 hp Kohler, 
homeowner used, 6 yrs. 
old, mint condition, 
$1,600 B.R.O. Call Amy, 
(413) 789-4264. 

FOR SALE: 1985 Chevy 
Camaro. Recent sticker, 
good shape. $300.00. 
Call Dan or Kim, 733- 
7357. 


FOR RENT 

FOR RENT: Feeding 
Hills - 2nd floor apt. Must 
see to appreciate. Non- 
smokers preferred. No 
pets. Credit check 
required. Ask for Carl, 
567-5326. 


HELP WANTED 

EARN EXTRA MONEY - DELIVER THE NEW 
VERIZON TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES: Men and 

women 18 and older with insured vehicles are 
needed to deliver in Springfield and surrounding 
areas. Delivery starts about May 9th. Get paid 
immediately upon successful completion of your 
route. Work a minimum of 4 daylight hours per day. 
Call 1-800-979-7978 between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m., M-F. Refer to Job #3535-5. EOE. 
MAINTENANCE TECH: Basic electrical, plumbing 
and all-around maintenance skills needed for our 
130+ unit Southwick apartment community. Full¬ 
time position with national Real Estate company 
offers competitive compensation, medical, dental, 
vacation, 401K and opportunity for growth. Call 
PERSONNEL, 781-0734, ext. 725; fax resume, 
788-9207. 

MAINTENANCE: Commercial ex needed for large 
West Springfield office building and industrial park. 
HVAC ex a plus. Co. offers competitive compensa¬ 
tion, medical, dental and 401K. Call PERSONNEL, 
781-0734, ext. 725, or fax resume, 788-9207. 
PART-TIME TELLER: Monday, Tuesday, & 
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Call (413) 786- 
2100. 

SUMMER FUN: Outgoing, energetic individuals 16 
and older to work old-time photo studio at Six Flags 
New England. No experience necessary. Call 
Ashley Photo at (413) 789-1730. EOE. 
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Have you been waiting to join a health club? Perhaps you were waiting 
for the right price and the right plan to help get you started? 

For a limited time only, Fitness First is offering a special plan 
to help you on your way to a healthier way of living. 

Start for as low as $38 down and $38 per month!* 


’Special “Getting Started” 3-day per week workout plan. 
Six months minimum. Other membership options available 


www.fitnessfirst.net 






